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County swearing-in ceremony held

The Sevier County Quorum Court was sworn in on Jan. 2.

Horatio Mayor Rich Dorsey.

Coroner Rusty Williams and deputy coroners Marian 
Chandler, and Tanner Bryan.

Lester Overturf, mayor of 
Gillham.

Heather Barnes, treasurer

Sevier County Sheriff personnel and De Queen Police are sworn in. 

Bee photos/Cindy Evans

Sheila Ridley, Assessor.

Kathy Smith, Circuit Court Clerk.

De Queen man faces drug charges 

after losing race with deputy

By Marty Bachman
editor@dequeenbee.com

A 
De Queen man, 29-year-old 
Keith A. White, was charged 
with possession of methamphet-
amine or cocaine with purpose 

to deliver, possession of drug parapherna-
lia and fleeing, after Sevier County Sheriff 
deputies responded to a burglary call at 195 
Dunn Road, the evening of Dec. 28.

Deputy Chet Stubbs said he arrived at the 
address to assist deputies John Cooke and 
Kevin Cross in reference to the attempted 
burglary that occurred at the residence and 
while at the residence, he observed a green 
Toyota truck turn its headlights on and pull 
out of a private driveway that leads to a 
chicken house across from the home.

“The vehicle then turned north towards 
Chapel Hill Road and accelerated,” Stubbs 
wrote in his report. “I got behind the ve-
hicle while the vehicle remained at a high 
rate of speed. I initiated a traffic stop on the 
vehicle due to its manner of driving and 
leaving the area of an attempted burglary.”

Stubbs turned on his emergency lights 
but the vehicle continued to drive until it 
came to a driveway, where it stopped and 
the passenger got out and fled on foot. 
Stubbs said that White, who was wearing 

a camouflage jacket and a black face mask, 
continued to run and appeared to have his 
hand positioned at the front of his waist-
band while running.

“I pursued the subject and identified my-
self as law enforcement and told the sub-
ject to stop,” Stubbs wrote.

He said White continued to run into a 
field behind a residence where he was able 
to catch up and place him into custody. 
Stubbs said that he removed the mask and 
was able to identify White through prior 

Keith A. White

State trooper responding to logging truck 

crash, injured in single-vehicle wreck
Special to the Bee

A
n Arkansas State 
Trooper has been 
h o s p i t a l i z e d 
from injuries he 

sustained in a single-vehi-
cle motor vehicle crash in 
southwest Arkansas at ap-
proximately 12:50 p.m. on 
Thursday, Jan. 3.

Cpl. Clayton McWil-
liams, 32, of Little River 
County, was initially trans-
ported to a Texarkana hos-

pital and later moved to a 
Little Rock hospital where 
his injuries are being as-
sessed.

McWilliams was re-
sponding to a crash scene in 
Sevier County where a log-
ging truck had overturned. 

While driving to the 
crash scene along U.S. 
Highway 71, northbound, 
near Wilton (Little River 
County), the patrol car driv-
en by McWilliams left the 
roadway and struck a tree. 
Heavy rainfall in the area is 
believed to have contribut-
ed to the cause of the crash.

Sevier County Economic Development 

2018 lists accomplishments

Special to the Bee

I
t’s been an exciting 
year in Sevier County, 
Arkansas!  Our county 
has experienced job 

growth and an increase in 
resident participation.  In 
2018, experienced leaders 
emerged, a few businesses 
have opened or expand-
ed, and we are on the path 
to achieving greatness in 
2019. 
New Leadership

In January, 2018, Lisa 
Taylor was hired for the po-

sition of Economic Devel-
opment Director for Sevier 
County. Taylor has nearly 
20 years of experience in 
community and econom-
ic development. In her 
capacity as the Econom-
ic Development Director 
for the county, Taylor has 
also been designated by the 
Arkansas Economic De-
velopment Commission as 
the Community Editor and 
Property Manager for eco-
nomic development activity 
in Sevier County. During 
her first year, Taylor coor-
dinated a county-wide plan-
ning effort that resulted in 
the creation of community 
goals and related commit-

tees.
Arkansas Governor Asa 

Hutchinson appointed Jay 
Bunyard, president of Bun-
yard Broadcasting, Inc., 
to the Arkansas Economic 
Development Commission 
(AEDC) in February 2018. 
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