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• HOMEMADE
CONES

• SHAKES
• FLOATS
• MALTS
• SUNDAYS
• ICE CREAM
CAKES

THANK YOU FOR VOTING
US THE BEST!

2705 SANTIAM HWY SE - ALBANY, OR - 541-926-9310
2500 S. SANTIAM HWY - LEBANON, OR - 541-570-1134

12 - 9 PM 7 DAYS PER WEEK

SPORTS

EMILY ADAMS
Hartford Courant 

HARTFORD, Conn. — After more 
than two decades first as a player, 
then a coach in both the NCAA and 
WNBA, former Connecticut Sun 
coach Stephanie White said this 
season was the first time she saw 
average college women’s basket-
ball fans follow their favorite players 
into the pros on a meaningful scale.

The 2024 WNBA rookie class 
helped launch the league to a new 
level of popularity coming off of a 
college basketball season that was 
already record-setting: The UConn 
women’s basketball team was a 
part of the most-viewed basket-
ball game ever on ESPN in its 2024 
Final Four matchup with Iowa, and 
the national championship game 
between South Carolina and the 
Hawkeyes was the second most-
watched non-Olympic women’s 
sporting event on record behind 
the 2015 World Cup Final.

The WNBA season continued to 
foster that excitement with his-
toric viewership and engagement in 
2024: The league averaged a record 
1.2 million regular-season viewers 
on ESPN platforms, and it also drew 
its highest Finals viewership in 25 
years with an average of 1.6 million 
tuned in. The Finals also delivered 

a thrilling end to the season with a 
five-game series that included two 
overtime games and ended in the 
first-ever title for the New York 
Liberty.

“It’s the perfect storm of in-
tegration of of college stars, and 
the perfect storm of bringing the 
college fan to the WNBA, because 
there had been a disconnect for a 
long time,” White said in August. 
“It’s just that right time. I feel like 
at times, we have had to push the 
league. We have had to push wom-
en’s basketball. I don’t feel like 
we’re there anymore. I feel like the 
recognition, the respect, is there … 
The seeds you planted so long ago 
finally come to fruition, and I think 
we’re seeing that.”

With a new batch of stars taking 
the reigns in college hoops, legend-
ary UConn coach Geno Auriemma 
said the college game has a respon-
sibility to keep the momentum 
rolling for women’s basketball in 
2024-25.

“We have to keep fanning the 
flames as we go forward here and 
not let it die,” Auriemma said at Big 
East Media Day. “You’ve got to build 
on momentum, because things 
don’t stay the same forever. You 
reach a certain point where you’ve 
got momentum going, you’ve got 

to keep putting something under-
neath it because you’re you’re going 
to keep putting something on top of 
it, right? So you better make sure 
that there’s a solid base … otherwise 
it’s going to collapse — and then we 
have to treat it a certain way.”

The Huskies are more comfort-
able with the national spotlight 
than perhaps any other program 
in the history of women’s bas-
ketball. UConn was selling out of 
season tickets back in the early 
2000s during the legendary ca-
reers of Sue Bird and Diana Taur-
asi, and the Huskies again became 
the face of the sport after winning 
four consecutive NCAA titles from 
2012-16.

With the attention finally be-
coming more widespread around 
the country, Auriemma said he 
feels a responsibility to help other 
coaches and teams navigate the 
landscape for the sake of the sport’s 
continued growth.

“I’ve never said we’re better at 
Connecticut than any place else, 
but we are different because we’ve 
been dealing with this and the un-
believable attention that comes 
with it for 30 years,” Auriemma 
said. 

This era feels different, even for 
Auriemma, after 40 seasons lead-

ing the Huskies. Star guard Paige 
Bueckers is becoming a bona-fide 
celebrity, appearing this summer in 
Coco Gauff’s box at the US Open, 
at multiple New York Fashion Week 
shows and in national ad campaigns 
for brands including Gatorade and 
Nike.

“It became okay to put a spotlight 
on a women’s game,” Auriemma 
said. “I think last year’s NCAA sea-
son and a lot of what Caitlin Clark 
did brought a lot of attention to the 
game, and I think the the spotlight 

then started to go on not just (her) 
team, not just that player, but this 
team and this player and then the 
sport.”

Auriemma said continuing the 
trajectory that women’s basketball 
has built comes back to investment, 
something that UConn learned long 
ago as it rose to prominence. He re-
members the explosion of interest 
during the earlier years of the Hus-
kies’ dynasty and saw conference 
opponents in the Big East begin to 
follow UConn’s lead.

Auriemma wants to build on momentum

CHRISTIAN PETERSON, TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

uConn basketball coach Geno auriemma hugs diana taurasi of the 
Phoenix mercury following their WNba game against the Seattle Storm on 
Sept. 19. auriemma, who coached taurasi at Connecticut, says the college 
game has a responsibility to maintain and grow the momentum women’s 
basketball has gotten from the WNba.
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Sweet Red was built on a dream, offering a sweet respiteSweet Red was built on a dream, offering a sweet respite
from the hustle and bustle of daily life.from the hustle and bustle of daily life.

We are a small, family run bistro, offering delicious food andWe are a small, family run bistro, offering delicious food and
handcrafted cocktails. Our entrees are made to order andhandcrafted cocktails. Our entrees are made to order and

fashioned for leisurely dining. We take the time to present afashioned for leisurely dining. We take the time to present a
delectable fare and display it in a beautiful manner.delectable fare and display it in a beautiful manner.

Tuck into our enchanting dining experience and allow ourTuck into our enchanting dining experience and allow our
delightful staff and ambiance to whisk you away.delightful staff and ambiance to whisk you away.

Wednesday - SaturdayWednesday - Saturday
Dinner - 4pm to 10pmDinner - 4pm to 10pm

Happy Hour - 4pm to 5pm & 9pm to 10pmHappy Hour - 4pm to 5pm & 9pm to 10pm
Cocktails I Wine I Desserts | Catering & Private PartiesCocktails I Wine I Desserts | Catering & Private Parties

sweetredwinebistro.comsweetredwinebistro.com

~~
~~

~~

◆ RE -VISIONING RADIANCE ◆

As We Re-Vision & Transition

RADIANCE BY DESIGN
We are letting go of beautiful merchandise & display fixtures

Via on-line auction starting 11/2
In-Person Previews in Corvallis on Saturday, November 2nd

Radiance By Design Studio Showroom
10 AM to 1 PM

Home Interior Styled by Radiance By Design
2 PM to 5 PM

◆addresses & details at www.bendiscompany.com◆

Register with PROXIBID In Order To Bid
Bendis Appraisal & Auction Company

www.bendiscompany.com

◆ LIGHTING ◆ ART ◆ GLASS ◆ GIFTS ◆
◆ JEWELRY ◆ RUGS ◆ FLORAL ◆ FURNITURE ◆
◆ COLLECTIBLES ◆ FIXTURES ◆ TOOLS ◆


