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On 04-07-2016, Officer Michael Bennett was observing traffic on Ga 15 at the guardrail. Officer Bennett saw a
black suv with a rack on the back, traveling north at a high rate of speed. Officer Bennett used the laser to check
the vehicle's speed. Officer Bennett checked the vehicle's speed at 72 mph in a 45 mph zone. Even after Officer
Bennett checked the vehicle's speed, it never slowed below 68 mph. Officer Bennett caught up to the vehicle and
activated his emergency equipment initiating a traffic stop on Ga 15 North bound at Playhouse Dr. The vehicle
ran over a curb and instead of pulling into the parking lot of a business, it pulled over right on the fog line.

Officer Bennett approached the vehicle on the driver side and instructed the driver to pull into the parking lot of
Sutton’s towing. Prior to Officer Bennett approaching the vehicle, the driver exited his vehicle. Officer Bennett
instructed the driver to return to his vehicle; he stated that he would stay where he was. Officer Bennett
instructed him to return to his vehicle again; he complied. Officer Bennett approached the vehicle and introduced
himself. Officer Bennett asked the driver if he had any weapons, he stated that he did. Mr. Taylor stated that he
had a weapon on his side. Officer Bennett requested Mr. Taylor to exit the vehicle and keep his hands up; he
complied. Officer Bennett removed the weapon and instructed Mr. Taylor to stay at the rear of his vehicle. Officer
Bennett could smell an overwhelming odor of alcohol while speaking with Mr. Taylor. Officer Bennett informed
Mr. Taylor that he could smell the presence of an alcoholic beverage. Officer Bennett asked how much Mr. Taylor
had to drink. Mr. Taylor told Officer Bennett that he had "none at all." Officer Bennett asked why Mr. Taylor
thought that he pulled him over. Mr. Taylor stated because he was speeding. Officer Bennett asked how fast he
thought he was going, Mr. Taylor stated 68mph or 70mph. While speaking to Mr. Taylor, Officer Bennett noticed
that Mr. Taylor's face was very red and his eyes were bloodshot.

Officer Bennett returned to his vehicle and ran the weapon, a Glock 36, through GCIC. The weapon came back
without any wants. Officer Bennett requested for Chief Andy Strait to assist him via the radio. Officer Bennett
spoke with Mr. Taylor again.

Officer Bennett spoke with Mr. Taylor and asked how much he had to drink. Mr. Taylor stated that he hadn’t had
anything to drink on this date but that he had a glass of wine last night. Officer Bennett informed Mr. Taylor that
he could smell the presence of alcohol coming from his breath. Officer Bennett asked how much Mr. Taylor had
to drink today, he stated "nothing at all". Mr. Taylor told Officer Bennett that he drank a lot last night and he might
still be hung over, but not drunk. Sergeant John Grist, Chief Andy Strait, and Assistant Chief Ryan Hamilton
arrived shortly after Officer Bennett's stop to assist Officer Bennett. Sergeant Grist spoke with Mr. Taylor and
immediately asked Mr. Taylor how much he had to drink. Mr. Taylor informed Sergeant Grist that he had a bottle
of wine last night. Sergeant Grist asked Mr. Taylor if there was anything in the vehicle that shouldn’t be and
asked to search it, he consented and stated that there was nothing in the vehicle. Sergeant Grist searched the
vehicle and found an empty deer park water bottle which smelled of alcoholic beverage. Sergeant Grist spoke
with Mr. Taylor and asked him to tell the truth and asked when the last time he had drank was. Mr. Taylor stated
that it was the previous night. Sergeant Grist checked Mr. Taylor with a hand held alco-check instrument. Mr.
Taylor blew positive for a high concentration of alcohol on his breath, (.225). Sergeant Grist attempted to perform
field sobriety with Mr. Taylor, but he failed to comply with Sergeant Grist’s instructions. Sergeant Grist instructed
Officer Bennett to go ahead and place Mr. Taylor under arrest. Officer Bennett instructed Mr. Taylor to turn
around; he complied. Officer Bennett placed handcuffs on Mr. Taylor's wrist, checked for tightness, and double
locked the cuffs. Officer Bennett placed Mr. Taylor in the rear seat of his patrol vehicle. Officer Bennett relocated
Mr. Taylor’s hands to the front of his body, checked for tightness, and double locked them because of a previous
shoulder injury. By the request of Mr. Taylor, Officer Bennett gave his firearm to his wife who also took
possession of Mr. Taylor's vehicle. Deputy Beth Darnell assisted in transporting the occupants of the vehicle so
that Mr. Taylor's wife could take possession of his vehicle. There were four juvenile’s with Mr. Taylor and three
with Mr. Taylor's wife.

NARRATIVE

Officer Bennett returned to his vehicle and read Mr. Taylor implied consent from his orange IMPLIED CONSENT
NOTICE/ SUSPECTS AGE 21 OR OVER card for blood. Mr. Taylor agreed to submit to the state administered
chemical test of his blood. Officer Bennett took Mr. Taylor to Mountain Lakes Medical Facility to complete the
state administered test. Mr. Taylor freely and voluntarily gave his blood for the test. The Mountain Lakes Medical
Staff drew the blood and packaged it for testing. Officer Bennett, then, transported Mr. Taylor to Detention Center
without incident. Mr. Taylor was charged with Speeding, Driving while under the influence of alcohol, and Open
container. Officer Bennett confiscated Mr. Taylor's license and issued him a temporary driver's license which
was stapled to his copy of the citation. Nothing Further.
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