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By Katrina Wilson
Pentagram Staff Writer

Gen. James McConville, 

chief of staff of the Army said 

his No. 1 priority is people 

because they are the Army’s 

strength.

Joint Base Myer-Henderson 

Hall’s new safety director, 

Phillip Santee, said his prior-

ity is also people and making 

sure they work in a safe envi-

ronment.

One of Santee’s top priori-

ties is ensuring the JBM-HH 

workforce remains healthy 

and safe. He also said he 

wants to make sure hazards 

are taken care of once an inci-

dent occurs.

“As the new director for 

safety, my priorities are to 

coach, mentor and train our 

installation personnel to be 

able to execute risk manage-

ment processes on their own,” 

he said. “Even in the field 

while they are doing their du-

ties, our installation personnel 

should feel confident that 

they can take responsibility 

for their own safety and the 

safety of their counterparts.”

He said in order to do this, 

an effective line of commu-

nication has to be there for 

everyone to be proactive. 

Communication is Santee’s 

second priority.

“Another priority is to open 

and develop effective means 

of communication where we 

are able to mentor and share 

our message to get our train-

ing across to the workforce,” 

Santee said. “The workforce 

should feel comfortable 

reaching out to the installa-

tion safety office for support 

resources and the safety and 

occupational health arena.”

Occupational health are 

items such as physical, chem-

ical or occupational hazards 

like mold, lead and asbestos. 

He added that other hazards 

are lack of training on equip-

ment, standard operating pro-

cedures, inadequate training 

on use of personal protective 

equipment such as respirators 

and inadequate lighting in an 

office.

Santee said if someone has 

questions about these hazards 

they should stop by the safety 

office for help.

“We can have the appropri-

ate personnel come out and 

conduct those assessments 

JBM-HH’s new safety director wants 
workforce to voice safety, health concerns
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Phil Santee, new safety direc-
tor on Joint Base Myer-Hender-
son Hall, said his priorities are 
to coach, mentor and train the 
installation personnel to be able 
to execute risk management pro-
cesses on their own.

By Katrina Wilson
Pentagram Staff Writer

On Friday Joint Base Myer-Hen-

derson Hall held its annual Retiree 

Appreciation Day in the Community 

Center.

This year’s RAD recognized veter-

ans from the nation’s various wars. 

Resources and different activities 

were also available to the retirees.

During the event, JBM-HH Com-

mand Sgt. Maj. Stephen Harris hon-

ored veterans from World War II to 

Afghanistan. He also recognized the 

service military spouses have provid-

ed to the nation.

JBM-HH Commander Col. Kim-

berly A. Peeples thanked the retirees 

for their service to the country. She 

said the retirement community in 

the area is strong and active. Peeples 

added that since last year’s RAD, 

there have been several changes on 

the base.

“The Joint Force Headquarters-Na-

tional Capital Region/Military Dis-

trict of Washington welcomed a new 

commander in June, (Army) Maj. 

Gen. Omar Jones (IV),” said Peeples. 

“A change on the Marine Corps side 

of the installation, (Marine) Col. 

Robert Wiser is our counterpart on 

the Henderson Hall side with the 

RAD provides recognition, resources, flu shots

Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall Com-
mander Kimberly A. Peeples speaks at Re-
tirement Appreciate Day.
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Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall Command Sgt. Maj. Stephen Harris receives his flu shot 
at Retirement Appreciation Day Friday.

By Katrina Wilson 
Pentagram Staff Writer

On Wednesday, Miss America 2019 

Nia Franklin was on Joint Base My-

er-Henderson Hall to read to the 

children in the Strong Beginnings Pro-

gram at the Cody Child Development 

Center.

Franklin said literacy is important be-

cause children will always use reading 

in the future.

“A child’s literacy is the basis for a 

lot of things that will come in their 

education moving forward,” Franklin 

said. “It’s important to have that at a 

young age, and that is why centers like 

this one are important. (When) people 

read to (children), they can get better 

at reading. I never really struggled with 

reading, but I think that is because I 

had so many great people reading and 

talking to me to about literacy.”

Franklin visited the base while she 

was in town for a USO event.

Shirley Roseboro, a program as-

sociate with the Strong Beginnings 

Program, said earlier Wednesday the 

children learned facts about Miss 

America, like her parents’ and siblings’ 

names. They also learned where she is 

from and her education goals.

JBM-HH Command Sgt. Maj. Ste-

phen Harris also said it is important for 

Miss America reads to children in 
Strong Beginnings Program at Cody CDC

Miss America 2019 Nia Franklin reads to a group of children at the Cody Child Develop-
ment Center Wednesday. see READS page 6


