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By ANGELINA CASAREZ

AFIMSC Public Affairs

The Air Force expanded the number of hours it will 

provide free child care for families of military mem-

bers deployed or on remote assignments starting 

April 1, 2018.

The change provides 16 hours of pre-deployment, 16 

hours each month during deployment or remote as-

signment, and 16 hours of post-deployment care per 

child. This increases free care from a maximum of 48 

hours total for those same periods previously. For ex-

ample, under the expanded program, an Airman with 

two children deploying for six months would be eligi-

ble for 256 hours of free care, 128 per child.

The change follows feedback from Air Force fami-

lies and leadership, said Col. Donna Turner, Air Force 

Services Activity commander.

“This expanded care program will give our Airmen 

peace of mind that their families are taken care of 

throughout the deployment and remote assignment 

process. This will certainly enhance readiness and 

help build our Airmen’s resiliency so they can better 

concentrate on executing the mission,” Turner said.

The expansion is part of the Air Force Family Child 

Care program that offers free care in FCC homes. 

AFSVA manages the program.

In order to qualify, Airmen must be:

• on active duty or in active status as a member of 

the Air Force Reserve or National Guard;

• assigned to or working on the installation;

• deployed in support of a contingency operation; 

and

• deployed for a minimum of 30 calendar days or 

routinely deployed on a short-term basis (30 days 

in a six-month period).

To apply, Airmen must provide a copy of deployment 

or permanent change of station orders and complete 

an Air Force FCC Expanded Child Care Request.

Airmen can access FCC Deployment Child Care 

Support once they have orders until 60 days after 

they return. Those using FCC Remote Assignment 

Child Care can do so every month they are on remote 

assignment.

“Deployments and remote assignments can be 

stressful for our Airmen and their families,” said 

Anne Rasmussen, AFSVA Child Development Branch 

chief. “This change will help them during these times 

of separation.”

In fiscal year 2017, the Air Force provided more 

than 4,400 hours of care to families of deployed or 

remote members.

Airmen can visit their installation family child care 

office for more information about this and other child 

care programs.

By BOBBY JONES

Staff Photojournalist

The Washington Mall brimmed with 

the sounds and sights of spring as 

thousands of kite enthusiasts from 

around the world launched colorful 

kites around the base of the Washing-

ton Monument during the Seventh An-

nual Blossom Kite Festival, the kickoff 

event for the National Cherry Blossom 

Festival Mar. 31.

Sponsored by the National Cherry 

Blossom Foundation Inc., first-time 

kite flyers and experts shared air space 

to catch swirling breeze in the clear sky.

According to Nora Strumpf, NCBF 

Communications Coordinator, the 

Blossom Kite Festival kicked off kite 

flying season and thousands came out 

to enjoy the event.

“There were kites as far as the eye 

could see on the National Mall, and 

attendees enjoyed kite demonstrations 

and performances, kite making activi-

ties, competitions, and more,” Strumpf 

said.

Strumpf noted the free family event 

is part of the National Cherry Blossom 

Festival, now celebrating its 91st anni-

versary in the nation’s capitol.

Although the lofty 555-foot Washing-

ton Monument is not scheduled to open 

Washington skies blossom 
with flying colors
National Cherry Blossom 
Season Kite Festival launched
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Children of all ages run to and fro to keep their colorful kites floating in 

the breeze during the Seventh Annual Blossom Kit Festival beneath the 

Washington Monument on the National Mall in Washington, DC, Mar. 31.

By RICHARD SALOMON

Air Force’s Personnel Center Public 
Affairs

The 2018 Air Force Assistance Fund 

campaign runs  through May 4.

Air Force bases worldwide partic-

ipate in the AFAF campaign, which 

raises money for charities that sup-

port Air Force active-duty members, 

Guardsmen and Reservists as well as 

spouses, immediate family members 

and veterans. The charities are: the 

Air Force Assistance 
Fund begins 45th 
year of helping 
Airmen, families
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The 2018 Air Force Assistance 

Fund campaign runs from March 

26 to May 4.The AFAF has four dif-

ferent charities: the Air Force Aid 

Society, Air Force Enlisted Village, 

Air Force Villages Charitable Foun-

dation and the General and Mrs. 

Curtis E. LeMay Foundation.

Expanded childcare options support deployed, remote Airmen

see ASSISTANCE, page 10
see KITE FESTIVAL, page 4


