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The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 

reports there are more than a million and a 

half unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) – bet-

ter known as drones – registered in the United 

States as of Dec. 10, 2019.

“Registered drones now well outnumber com-

mercial and private aircraft combined, per the FAA,” 

noted Air Traffic Controller 1st Class Cody Green, 

NAS Patuxent River’s UAS airspace coordinator. “It’s 

the fastest growing aviation industry ever.”

Drones can be anything from small toys operat-

ed by hobbyists in their own backyards, commer-

cial systems used by realtors and contractors, or 

the large Department of Defense unmanned air-

craft found at Pax River. But regardless of the type 

of drone being flown, all drone operators must re-

ceive permission before flying near any airport – 

and that includes Pax River’s controlled airspace.

“The Patuxent River Class Delta airspace is 

a five-mile radius up to 2,500-feet and asso-

ciated restricted areas; however, we are also 

responsible for all airspace south of St. Mary’s 

Airport on the peninsula down to the surface,” 

Green explained. “People need to register their 

drones and all operators must request and re-

ceive permission before flying their drones 

anywhere in Pax River’s airspace.”

What to know before you fly
Drones are generally classified by the type of 

operation they’re performing and those owned 

by individuals usually fall into one of two cate-

gories: Part 101, the hobbyist flying for enjoy-

ment; or Part 107, an operator flying for work, 

business purposes, or for compensation or hire 

– and both have different flight rules.

“The first thing any operator should do is 

make sure they go to FAA.gov/UAS for the rules, 

regulations and safety tips regarding drone fly-

ing,” Green said. “They can find whatever infor-

mation they need there.”

On the website, in addition to finding links 

enabling visitors to register a drone or view a 

webinar series, under “Resources & Other Top-

ics,” the Policy Document Library is where all 

the regulations, policy and guidance pertaining 

to UAS can be accessed.

Permission required
Once operators have familiarized them-

selves with the FAA rules and regulations, any-

one wishing to fly within Pax River’s airspace 

must request permission from the UAS Air-

space Coordinator in Air Operations at 301-

342-3836 who will then initiate the necessary 

paperwork to be completed.

“I need to know the date, time, altitude and lo-

cation of the flight,” said Green, who will check 

the information provided against scheduled 

military operations before permission can be 

granted. “I’ll fill out a letter of approval and re-

turn it with our information and provisions and 

how to be in touch with us in case someone’s 

drone loses its link.”

Permission required before operating drones in Pax River airspace
No drones allowed inside fence line
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In this photo from 2017, participants ready their unmanned aircraft system (UAS) 

for flight during an annual student competition held at Webster Field. Drone 

operators, whether hobbyists or commercial, must seek permission to fly in NAS 

Patuxent River’s airspace and operation is not allowed within the fence line.

By Paul Lagasse
Naval Test Wing Atlantic Communications

Maryland Senator John D. “Jack” Bailey (R-Calvert, St. Mary’s) re-

cently toured the U.S. Naval Test Pilot School at NAS Patuxent River 

to learn about its mission to train developmental test pilots, flight of-

ficers, engineers, and partners in cutting-edge techniques for testing 

and evaluating aircraft and aircraft systems.

USNTPS commanding officer Cmdr. Glenn P. “Neo” Rioux began 

the tour with a briefing on the history and mission of the school, which 

was established in 1945. USNTPS is in the forefront of developing the 

latest test flight test techniques and standardization for use in testing 

military and commercial aircraft. Rioux explained that USNTPS is the 

only school in the United States that offers training for rotary wing test 

pilots and serves as the U.S. Army’s dedicated test pilot school. Nearly 

100 NASA astronauts are USNTPS graduates. Rioux also pointed out 

that many of the school’s civilian employees are local residents.

As a member of the Senate’s education subcommittee, Bailey was 

very interested in learning about the school’s educational mission 

and expressed his desire to help the school strengthen its connec-

tions with other educational institutions in St. Mary’s County, includ-

ing the University System of Maryland at Southern Maryland, where 

nine colleges and universities currently offer programs in education, 

management, engineering, and the applied sciences. Located near 

the St. Mary’s County Regional Airport, USMSM is just six miles up 

the road from NAS Patuxent River.

Bailey also offered his support for the idea of awarding master’s 

degrees to USNTPS graduates upon completion of their 11-month 

course of study, which would make the school more attractive to stu-

dents and with other test pilot programs around the world that offer 

similar degrees. He also suggested exploring ways to strengthen the 

school’s ties with other academic research and development projects 

in the region, such as the University of Maryland’s drone test facility in 

Crisfield and its aviation sciences program in Salisbury, and NASA’s 

Wallops Island rocket test facility, all of which are located across the 

Chesapeake Bay.

Marine Corps Maj. Camille “Vigo” Lampert, a rotary wing instruc-

tor at USNTPS, guided Bailey and his chief of staff, Christina Vigorito, 

through the school’s flight simulation lab, which is a critical compo-

nent of students’ ground training. In the lab, students learn about the 

practical applications of subjects they study in class, such as aero-

dynamics, thermodynamics, electro-optics, and radar, before using 

those systems to collect data during test flights.

The tour culminated in a visit to the two USNTPS hangars, which 

house the 44 fixed- and rotary-winged aircraft that students use to 

complete their required 120 flight hours over as many as 100 sorties. 

During the tour, Bailey shared reminiscences from his time in the 

Covert Operations Unit of the Maryland Department of Natural Re-

sources Police, when he flew in aircraft on drug interdiction missions.

“It was a pleasure hosting Sen. Bailey and Ms. Vigorito for their visit,” 

Rioux said. “I’m looking forward to working with the Senator and his 

staff to develop some of the exciting ideas we discussed about how 

USNTPS can broaden our students’ experience by taking advantage 

of the wide range of educational opportunities in the area.”

Maryland senator tours US Naval Test Pilot School
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Cdmr. Glenn Rioux, right, commanding officer of the 

U.S. Naval Test Pilot School, points out the features of 

one of the school’s aircraft to Maryland Senator Jack 

Bailey during a recent tour of the school’s hangars. 

Bailey, a member of the Senate’s education subcom-

mittee, was particularly interested in learning about 

the school’s educational mission and offered to help 

the school strengthen its connections with other tech-

nical educational institutions throughout the state.


