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From NAS Patuxent River Public Affairs

NAS Patuxent River will close the intersection of Cedar Point 

Road and Taxiway Alpha from Oct. 1-31 for a traffic impact sur-

vey related to upcoming airfield construction projects.

The primary goal of the survey is to evaluate the levels and pat-

terns of traffic related to a closure of the Cedar Point and Taxi-

way Alpha intersection for two proposed projects, Taxiway Al-

pha repair construction and an eventual fence line enclosure of 

the entire airfield itself. Before construction can begin on either, 

command leadership seeks to assess the best way to move traffic 

around one of the busiest intersections on base.

“What we’re trying to see with this exercise is the impact to ex-

isting traffic levels of an initially temporary, but eventually per-

manent, closure of that intersection,” said Capt. John Brabazon, 

NAS Patuxent River commanding officer. “As one of our main 

thoroughfares on the installation, it’s important we understand 

the degree to which we can shift traffic patterns for upcoming 

construction projects that eventually will close it to traffic entire-

ly. Taxiway Alpha will require maintenance that would shut the 

intersection down anyway, but this will also give us the opportu-

nity to see what the impact will be when we eventually enclave 

the entire airfield for security purposes.”

Objectives for the traffic survey will be to evaluate Fire/EMS/

Security’s ability and timeliness in navigating access routes in 

the event of an emergency; assess traffic volume on surrounding 

roadways and entry/exit points on base; and determine the im-

pact on roadway infrastructure due to redirected traffic.

Drivers can expect delays due to shifting traffic patterns during 

the intersection closure, but all three gates at Pax River will remain 

open. Traffic will be detoured through various routes around the in-

stalltion during the Cedar Point-Taxiway Alpha intersection closure. 

Drivers entering base via Gate 1 will be directed to Cuddihy Road 

on to Delalio, to Whalen and Millstone Roads for points north on 

base. Drivers coming through Gate 2 will be able to drive on Cedar 

Point Road up to either Buse Road to link up with Cuddihy Road, or 

Tate Road where they can either drive northwest or southeast.

“We understand this will be an impact to some drivers’ routines 

and schedules, but that’s the point of this survey,” added Braba-

zon. “We want to know exactly how traffic impacted is impacted 

so that we can make it better by the time we eventually have to 

close that intersection for good.”

NAS Patuxent River seeks the public’s comments and opinions 

on this project prior to the intersection’s closure. A public comment 

period until Sept. 30 will be open for all to provide input. Emails 

may be sent to naspaxriverpao@gmail.com or via the Patuxent 

River Interactive Customer Evaluation (ICE) site at https://ice.disa.

mil/index.cfm?fa=site&site_id=808&dep=DoD?target=_blank.

Public comment sought regarding closure of busy 
intersection at Cedar Point and Taxiway Alpha
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This graphic illustrates detour routes at NAS Patux-

ent River from Oct. 1-31 for a traffic survey to 

determine the impact of the closure of Cedar Point 

Road at the intersection of Taxiway Alpha. The 

primary goal of the survey is to evaluate the levels 

and patterns of traffic related to a closure of the 

busy intersection for two proposed projects: Taxiway 

Alpha repair construction and an eventual fence line 

enclosure of the entire airfield itself.

By Donna Cipolloni
NAS Patuxent River Public Affairs

Some of the impressive women who have 

served at, worked for, or passed through NAS 

Patuxent River over the years will be getting 

the recognition they deserve as the Patuxent 

River Naval Air Museum (PRNAM) busily 

puts the finishing touches on an upcoming 

exhibit, scheduled to open Veterans Day 

weekend.

The new permanent installation, titled 

Women in Aviation: Exploring Their Diverse 

Contributions to NAS Patuxent River and Be-

yond, will purposefully differ from the usual 

more technical exhibits normally on display.

“We wanted to feature women because 

none of our current exhibits do,” explained 

Bailey Rios, PRNAM exhibit and program co-

ordinator. “In our introductory exhibit where 

we talk about the history of the base and how 

it got started, there’s a mention of the WAVES 

(Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency 

Service), but there’s no exhibit that specifically 

focuses on women’s accomplishments in na-

val aviation. We really wanted to introduce a 

different viewpoint of stories that haven’t been 

told yet, and what these women have been able 

to do. It’s not just a ‘past’ thing either, it’s current. 

Some of these women still work at Pax River.”

The idea started a couple years ago when an 

intern working at the museum, Emily Geckle, 

drafted a short exhibit proposal about women 

in aviation that would explore the growth in 

their careers over time. She started contacting 

women working on base, or who had once 

been on base. Eventually, Geckle’s internship 

came to an end and she returned to college; 

then COVID-19 shut everything down. But as 

the pandemic situation eased, Rios was hired 

by the museum in January to bring the project 

across the finish line.

“The women featured include military, fed-

eral civilians, and contractors,” Rios noted. 

“Everyone who volunteers at the museum, or 

sits on its board, has a connection to the base 

and are familiar with women past and present, 

so they provided initial ideas. Then, as each 

woman was interviewed, she’d drop the name 

of another woman, and the list spider-webbed 

from there. We wanted to show a diverse range 

of women and what they can do. “

Positions held by the women not only in-

clude pilot, flight officer, test pilot, avionics 

technician, aeronautical maintenance duty 

officer, and aviation structural mechanic, but 

also flight test photographer, executive direc-

tor, conservation intern, engineer, and more.

“You don’t need to earn your wings of gold 

to be a woman in aviation and we wanted to 

show that,” Rios said.

The museum wants this exhibit to be more 

personal, to focus on the human story, and it 

falls largely on Rios to make sure that happens.

“I took all the interviews, listened to them, 

and started doing research because I’m a his-

torian but was not familiar with the Navy or 

aviation,” Rios said. “I wanted to write about it 

from their perspective, not only what they’ve 

done and been able to accomplish, but also 

what their experience was like, what inspired 

them to get into the field, and what sort of ob-

stacles they encountered. Once I wrote the 

script, I sent it to our exhibit designer, Ashley 

Stopera, who drafted the exhibit design and 

we’ve been going back and forth editing this 

and that.”

Past, present Pax River women featured in upcoming museum exhibit
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Retired Capt. Heidi Fleming, left, donates a 

flight suit to Bailey Rios, exhibit and pro-

gram coordinator for the Patuxent River 

Naval Air Museum for display in the up-

coming Women in Aviation exhibit. Fleming, 

the first woman to hold the position of NAS 

Patuxent River Commanding Officer, wore 

the flight suit during her tenure at the instal-

lation from September 2014 to April 2016. See EXHIBIT, Page 6


