
By Catrina Francis
Pentagram Editor

Editor’s Note: This is part two in a 

three-part story series about Olli, an 

autonomous level-four vehicle that 

will conduct phase one data collection 

on Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall.

Using autonomous vehicles 
isn’t a new concept to the De-
partment of Defense. Jim Allen, 
a research and development lead 
from the Engineer and Research 
Development Center, said Fort 
Bragg had previously used an 
autonomous vehicle like Olli.

Two years ago Fort Bragg 
conducted a project where they 
transported wounded warriors 
from their housing area to the 
medical care facility on post. It’s 
also been demonstrated at West 
Point and Local Motors technol-
ogy is being used in the National 
Harbor area. The Maryland De-
partment of Transportation has 
given them permission to operate 

on public roads in Maryland.
“It’s proven technology, but it’s 

still innovative and being devel-
oped,” explained Allen. “The fact 
that it’s transported people from 
point A to point B (safely) and 
securely has been proven to the 
point that we are ready to go to 
the next step.

“This next phase of doing it 
on an installation (is) to learn 
... while it’s doing that safe 
transport what else do we need 
to be concerned about? If that 
hadn’t happened previously, they 
wouldn’t have been authorized to 
operate on Joint Base Myer-Hen-
derson (Hall).”

Marine Lt. Col. Brandon New-
ell of Marine Corps Installation 
Command said he is excited 
about the DOD, JBM-HH and 
other partnership because the re-
search will allow the partners to 
unlock the future of autonomous 
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By Katrina Moses
Pentagram Staff Writer

There has been a num-
ber of missed or “no-show 
appointments” at the Andrew 
Rader Clinic, and it has been 
more harmful than helpful to 
patients and staff, said Master 
Sgt. Latrevis Stokes, senior 
enlisted advisor for Andrew 
Rader Clinic.

“When you miss a medical 
appointment, it keeps another 
Soldier, Family member or 
retiree from using that ap-
pointment slot for medical 

care they really need,” Stokes 
said.

He added that a no-show is 
defined as a patient who has 
an appointment who neither 
uses that appointment, nor 
cancels or notifies the treat-
ment facility of their inability 
to keep the appointment.

Stokes pointed out that 
this affects multiple people. 
It affects the person who the 
appointment was for, another 
individual who could have 
taken the appointment and 
the government.

He warned that if an indi-

vidual feels better before an 
appointment, still go to the 
appointment. He or she may 
learn that there are possibil-
ities of having other health 
issues.

“Patients may have under-
lying conditions, possibly 
even life threatening that may 
impact multiple aspects of 
their lives, but if they con-
tinue to miss appointments, 
then those conditions will go 
unrecognized and or untreat-
ed,” Stokes explained.

According to Stokes, in just 
the month of April, it cost the 

government $13,680 at Rader 
Clinic from all of the no-
shows of the month.

Stokes said he understands 
life happens and someone can 
miss an appointment, simply 
by being in traffic. He said 
there is nothing wrong with 
calling to reschedule.

“An appointment can now 
be allocated because we can 
now give it to someone else,” 
Stokes said.

It is beneficial to call at least 
24 hours in advance to cancel 
an appointment.

Stokes said that an individu-

al’s unit or organization might 
have a penalty involved. This 
may be only because the unit 
or organization wants to make 
sure their Soldiers and Fami-
lies are at their best health.

The appointment line for 
the purpose of canceling, 
rescheduling and booking 
appointments is (855) 227-
6331. For more information, 
contact Stokes at (703)696-
7929 or by email at latrev-
is.l.stokes.mil@mail.mil.
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Katrina Moses can be reached 

at kmoses@dcmilitary.com.

Missed appointments, no-shows at 
Andrew Rader Clinic affect patients, staff

On Sunday the U.S. Army Blues performed at the Nation-
al Museum of African American History and Culture in 
Washington, D.C. The program featured The U.S. Army 
Blues with a musical lineup that included Nina Simone’s 
“I Wish I knew What it was Like to Be Free,” Curtis May-
field’s “People Get Ready,” Sam Cook’s “A Change is 
Gonna Come” as well as other songs.
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US Army Blues 
performs at the 

National Museum 
of African American 
History and Culture

Olli’s research data can be used 
for more than driving conditions
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Olli, a level-four autonomous vehicle has began mapping on Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall.


