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By David Vergun  
DOD News

Responsibility as the U.S. military’s top enlist-

ed service member changed hands at a ceremony 

hosted by Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Army Gen. Mark A. Milley at Joint Base My-

er-Henderson Hall Friday.

Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff Command Sgt. Maj. John 

Wayne Troxell retired at the ceremony, turning 

the position over to Senior Enlisted Advisor to the 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Air Force 

Command Chief Master Sgt. Ramon “CZ” Co-

lon-Lopez.

In swearing in the new SEAC, Milley emphasized 

that the oath of office is sacred, noting the United 

States is the only nation that takes an oath to an 

idea.

“It’s an idea embedded in a piece of paper called 

the Constitution,” he said.

Members of the military swear an oath to, if nec-

essary, “die or suffer grievous wounds for this idea, 

to separate from our Families and sacrifice for this 

idea,” he said. “It’s a very powerful idea.”

Milley said several nations have emulated the 

idea over the last two centuries and that it’s an 

idea America’s enemies fear.

This idea, he said, is that gender, race, ethnicity, 

religion, income level and sexual preference do not 

matter.

“The idea says that under these colors of red, 

white and blue, every single one of us is an Amer-

ican,” the chairman said. “And every one of us is 

born free and equal. People will rise based on their 

knowledge, skills, attributes and talents, and they 

will be judged by the content of their character.”

Colon-Lopez is now the fourth SEAC.

Following the oath of office ceremony that 

completed the transition of responsibility from 

Troxell to Colon-Lopez, retired Army Gen. Curtis 

M. Scapparrotti presented the Defense Superior 

Service Medal to Troxell for, among other things, 

“providing trusted and insightful guidance to 

the chairman on a vast array of complex military 

initiatives and long-term personnel issues.” Trox-

ell was Scaparrotti’s senior enlisted leader at U.S. 

Forces Korea when he was selected for the SEAC 

position.

Scaparrotti also presented Troxell with the 

Presidential Certificate of Achievement and the 

Certificate of Retirement. He presented Troxell’s 

wife, Sandra, with the DOD Distinguished Public 

Service Award for her volunteer work with service 

members and their Families and as an advocate for 

quality-of-life issues.

Joint Chiefs chairman welcomes 
military’s new top enlisted member
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Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Army Gen. Mark A. Milley administers the oath of office to Senior Enlisted Advisor to 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Air Force Command Chief Master Sgt. Ramon “CZ” Colon-Lopez at Joint Base 
Myer-Henderson Hall Friday. With Colon-Lopez is his wife, Janet.

By U.S. Army 
Public Affairs

In order to maximize 

resident participation and 

feedback, the Army is ex-

tending the closing date for 

its online housing-satisfac-

tion surveys until Friday.

The surveys — one on 

Army-owned and -leased 

housing, and one on pri-

vatized housing — were 

originally scheduled to close 

Dec. 13.

“Army Soldiers, civilians, 

retirees and their Families 

deserve the highest-quality 

housing and services possi-

ble, and resident feedback 

will drive future resources 

to this end state,” said Gen. 

Gus Perna, commanding 

general of U.S. Army Mate-

riel Command. “This exten-

sion allows more residents 

to provide Army leaders 

their perspectives on what 

we are doing well and where 

we need to improve.”

Both surveys, which take 

about 10 minutes to com-

plete, are being adminis-

tered by an independent, 

third-party organization 

called CEL & Associates. 

All surveys are confidential, 

and the reporting structure 

ensures that the Army will 

not see responses unless 

CEL is satisfied that par-

ticipants’ anonymity is 

retained.

Approximately 100,000 

survey invitations were 

emailed to residents in No-

vember. Residents who have 

not yet received an emailed 

invitation should contact 

their local housing offices.

Army extends housing surveys until Friday

Geese ‘parade’ on Summerall Field
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On Tuesday, under foggy conditions, Canada geese gather on Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall’s Summerall Field.

Happy Holidays


