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By Kristin Beauchamp
PMA-251 Communications

Advanced Arresting Gear (AAG) and Electromag-

netic Aircraft Launch System (EMALS) achieved 

8,000 aircraft recoveries and launches aboard USS 

Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) on April 19, during the final 

independent steaming event of her 18-month Post 

Delivery Test & Trials (PDT&T) period.

Capt. Kenneth Sterbenz, Aircraft Launch and 

Recovery Equipment (ALRE) program manager 

(PMA-251) for EMALS and AAG, said ALRE finished 

PDT&T strong, and they are ready for the next step, 

as Ford prepares for Full Ship Shock Trials, which is 

scheduled to begin summer 2021.

“ALRE’s support of EMALS and AAG was admi-

rable throughout the rigorous testing of PDT&T 

operations,” said Sterbenz. “On the way to reaching 

8,000 launches and recoveries, we saw many Ford 

crew trained, learned a great deal about the systems, 

and laid invaluable groundwork for future Ford-class 

ships.”

As CVN 78 moved through PDT&T, ALRE had the 

opportunity to directly support the fleet, as 351 na-

val aviators were qualified using EMALS and AAG 

throughout 2020 and 2021. Time and training also 

enabled a great increase in the efficiency of flight op-

erations. More than 7,000 of Ford’s total launches and 

recoveries were completed in the last 18 months.

Cmdr. Lindsey Buzzell, PMA-251 Deputy Program 

Manager for Ford CVNs, said ALRE’s accomplish-

ments are the product of years of dedication, exper-

tise, and professionalism.

“PDT&T proved extremely valuable for ALRE, as 

it allowed for extensive test and evaluation, and the 

opportunity to expose useful learning opportunities,” 

said Buzzell. “As we move forward, we’ll continue 

building on our experience, increase confidence in 

EMALS and AAG, and do our part to support the 

warfighter by preparing the systems for whatever 

Ford’s future deployments bring to the table.”

The Navy’s newest aircraft launch and recovery 

technology, the Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch 

System and Advanced Arresting Gear System, 

were designed for use aboard Ford-class aircraft 

carriers, beginning with USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 

78). Land-based test sites, located at Joint Base Mc-

Guire-Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey, enable test, trou-

bleshooting and Sailor training. Developed by prime 

contractor General Atomics, EMALS and AAG pro-

vide significant advancements to the Navy’s Ford-

class aircraft carriers. EMALS and AAG require a 

smaller footprint in the ship, less maintenance, and 

less manpower than comparable steam catapults 

and arresting gear aboard Nimitz-class carriers.

By Katie Ursitti
PMA-259 Communications

The Air-to-Air Missiles Program Office (PMA-

259) International Programs team has reached 

a first-time Foreign Military Sales (FMS) portfo-

lio value of $3 billion for 34 countries and two 

NATO member countries.

The United Arab Emirates (UAE), an existing 

international partner, finalized an agreement 

with the U.S. this March to procure the F-35 

Lightning II, Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) aircraft 

and requested additional AIM-9X Block II+ mis-

siles for external carriage on the JSF.

The International Programs team’s mission is 

to foster continuous, long-term international re-

lationships between the U.S. and international 

partner countries. Their primary international 

security cooperation focus is on the advanced 

fifth-generation Infra-red AIM-9X weapon sys-

tem, the AIM-9X Block I and Block II/II+ Side-

winder missile. Almost 3,000 AIM-9X Block II/

II+ missiles have been procured on behalf of 25 

countries globally. The FMS team leading the 

effort has accounted for an average of 267 FMS 

missiles procured each year since 2012.

“Our team continues to support the advance-

ment of U.S. strategic objectives by establish-

ing and growing key allied partnerships via 

NAVAIR’s Security Cooperation Program,” said 

Al Teeney, PMA-259’s deputy program manager 

for International Programs.

The International Programs team supports all 

36 international partners and organizations for 

all of their inventory requirements and needs. 

The FMS team is promoting NAVAIR’s Building 

Partner Capacity goals regarding the AIM-9X 

missile until its program of record ends in 2035. 

Until then, the International Programs team 

plans to hit another monetary milestone and 

continue expanding its international partner-

ships at an ever-growing rate.

The PMA-259 International Programs team 

manages 109 FMS cases and is composed of 25 

U.S. civilians as well as 16 contract support spe-

cialist personnel.

EMALS and AAG hit 8,000 aircraft recoveries, launches 
before completion of Ford Post Delivery Test & Trials
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An F/A-18 lands on USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) using the Electromagnetic 

Aircraft Launch System (EMALS) during the ship’s Post Delivery Test & Trails 

(PDT&T). The Advanced Arresting Gear (AAG) and EMALS reached 8,000 

aircraft recoveries and launches in April during Ford’s final independent steam 

event of PDT&T.

Air-to-Air Missiles Program Office hits new milestone
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