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The U.S. Navy completed an Advanced 

Anti-Radiation Guided Missile — Extend-

ed Range (AARGM-ER) captive carry flight 

on an F/A-18 Super Hornet April 22 at NAS 

Patuxent River in support of the first live fire 

event this spring.

This flight marked the first time the 

AARGM-ER weapon demonstrated it could 

communicate with the F/A-18 E/F aircraft. 

The Separation Test Vehicle (STV) used its 

hardware and software to facilitate the con-

trolled free flight.

“Data collected from this testing will 

support expansion of flight testing with 

AARGM-ER to the full performance enve-

lope of F/A-18 Super Hornet”, said Capt. 

Mitch Commerford, program manager for 

Direct and Time Sensitive Strike program 

office (PMA-242). “This flight represents 

a significant step in the AARGM-ER engi-

neering and manufacturing development 

phase.”

During the test, the F/A-18 Super Hor-

net conducted a series of aerial maneuvers 

in order to evaluate compatibility of the 

AARGM-ER with the F/A-18 Super Hornet. 

The test points completed during this flight 

test event substantiated F/A-18 carriage 

compatibility.

AARGM-ER is being integrated on the 

F/A-18E/F and EA-18G, and will be compat-

ible for integration of the F-35. By leverag-

ing the U.S. Navy’s AARGM program that’s 

in Full Rate Production, the AARGM-ER 

with a new rocket motor and warhead will 

provide advanced capability to detect and 

engage enemy air defense systems.

F/A-18, AARGM-ER flight completed with separation test vehicle
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An F/A-18 flies with an Advanced Anti-Radiation Guided Missile – Extended 

Range (AARGM-ER) during a captive carry flight test at NAS Patuxent River in 

Maryland. The Navy is integrating AARGM-ER on the F/A-18E/F and EA-18G, 

and will be compatible for integration of the F-35.

By Kaitlin Wicker
NTWL and USNTPS Public Relations Specialist

And mark it with an “S.” Aircraft assigned to 

Air Test and Evaluation Squadron (HX) 21 and 

the United States Naval Test Pilot School (US-

NTPS) will get a slightly different paint scheme 

this year. Each aircraft in the squadrons’ fleets 

will receive the safety “S” marking as part of 

their honors for earning the Chief of Naval Op-

erations (CNO) Aviation Safety Award for 2020.

Like a varsity letter on a high school letter-

man’s jacket, this marking means something, 

and something special. It’s a badge of honor. 

The CNO’s Aviation Safety Award recognizes 

Navy and Marine Corps squadrons for excel-

lence in aviation safety by maintaining Class A 

mishap-free safety records throughout the fiscal 

year, and making contributions to the Naval Avi-

ation Safety Program.

“Flying is inherently dangerous, but what our 

teams do, day-in and day-out in developmental 

and operational testing, pushing aircraft to their 

limits; that increases the risk exponentially,” 

said Col. Richard Marigliano, Commodore Na-

val Test Wing Atlantic, “For our teams to suc-

cessfully operate within that level of risk with 

zero Class A mishaps, deserves the recognition 

they’ve received with this award.”

Aviation mishaps are classified in five cat-

egories (A, B, C, D, and E) based on cost of, or 

damage to, human life, and cost of damage to 

the aircraft. A Class A mishap is when the pi-

lot or crew suffers death, or permanent and 

total disability. An aircraft suffering complete 

destruction or more than $2.5 million in dam-

age also qualifies as a Class A mishap. Class B 

mishaps are accidents in which a crew member 

faces permanent partial disability, or three or 

more people are sent to the hospital. Accidents 

are also classified as Class B mishaps when 

damage to the aircraft is between $600,000 

and $2.5 million. Class C mishaps occur when 

injury results in loss of time from work beyond 

the day of the event or when aircraft damage is 

between $60,000 and $600,000. A Class D mis-

hap is when there is an injury not categorized in 

classes A through C, and/or damage to aircraft 

costing $25,000 or more, but less than $60,000. 

Class E is the most recent classification and in-

cludes all damage costs not reflected in the oth-

er classifications.

HX-21

“The mishap classification parameters seem 

steep,” said Chief Warrant Officer 1st Class 02 

Orlando Suazo, HX-21 maintenance officer, 

“but when working with aircraft that cost near-

ly $100 million and more, and that have parts 

that cost $2 million or more, it’s easier to have 

a Class A mishap than those outside of aviation 

would think.”

In FY20, HX-21’s fleet flew nearly 3,000 hours 

in 36 different aircraft, and performed more 

than 8,000 hours of ground test. Over the past 

34 years HX-21 has amassed more than 130,000 

Class A mishap-free hours. The HX-21 Mainte-

nance Department consists of more than 500 

contract maintainers, and support personnel, 

maintaining 12 different Type/Model/Series 

Aircraft in four separate hangars.

“Our greatest strength is the experience and 

professionalism that each maintenance techni-

cian brings to the table,” Suazo said. “Avoidance 

of Class A mishaps is more than just ready air-

craft — it’s about people; the health, personal 

safety, confidence, and expertise of our pilots, 

aircrew, maintainers, and so many others that 

never climb aboard an aircraft.”

Earning the “S” marking on the aircraft takes 

more than just mishap avoidance. It requires 

a culture of safety inclusive of everyone in the 

Two Naval Test Wing Atlantic squadrons secure coveted safety award

See AWARD, Page 5
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A single “S,” signifying excellence in aviation safety, decorates a helicopter from 

Air Test and Evaluation Squadron (HX) 21.


