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By JOHN JOYCE, NSWC DAHLGREN 
Division Corporate Communications

Ninety-two individuals and 16 teams were honored 

with 21 diferent Navy and Dahlgren Division awards 

as the Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren Divi-

sion (NSWCDD) held its annual honor awards cer-

emony, May 17.

Family and friends of awardees watched Naval Sur-

face Warfare Center (NSWC) and Naval Undersea 

Warfare Center (NUWC) Executive Director Don-

ald McCormack present the awards with NSWCDD 

Commanding Oicer Capt. Godfrey “Gus” Weekes 

and NSWCDD Technical Director John Fiore while 

the event was livestreamed on the command’s Face-

book page.

“he award narratives bolstered the conidence I 

have that the warfare centers are intellectually pre-

pared to meet any challenge,” McCormack told a 

packed audience at the University of Mary Wash-

ington Dahlgren campus auditorium. “Dahlgren is 

poised to help the Navy accept the technical direc-

tion of today’s Navy, tomorrow’s Navy and the Navy 

after next.”

McCormack leads more than 20,000 civilian scien-

tists, engineers, technicians and support personnel 

— based at nine NSWC and NUWC divisions across 

the country — who perform research, development, 

test, and evaluation for the future Navy in addition to 

in-service engineering and logistics support for the 

operating leet.

“hank you for your skills and devotion to Dahl-

gren, to the warfare centers and our Navy,” said Mc-

Cormack. “We are one team, so as you celebrate your 

accomplishments today, please take a moment to 

pass along your thanks to everyone that helped you 

make today a reality, and of course that needs to start 

with your families.”

The annual ceremony honors the men and wom-

en of the NSWCDD workforce who demonstrated 

exceptional resolve to meet the command’s mis-

sion objectives in addition to those who signifi-

cantly impacted the community through volunteer 

service.

“hey exempliied NSWC Dahlgren Division’s spirit 

of innovation in keeping with our strategic vision — 

to be recognized as the technical leader in delivering 

innovative, afordable and efective solutions for the 

Navy and in support of joint and national initiatives,” 

Weekes wrote in the Annual Honorary Awards Cere-

mony program. “It is also important to recognize our 

awardees’ families and co-workers, who are partners 

in the professional successes we celebrate today. To 

the spouses, children, parents, and friends — thank 

you for your devotion and understanding as long 

hours and extended travel were necessary.”

Weekes recounted the command’s numerous ac-

complishments in 2016, citing examples of work 

vital to Navy technological programs and the devel-

opment of new capabilities such as the virtual USS 

Dahlgren. he cybernetic ship coordinated an en-

gagement with virtual and hardware representations 

of systems on the USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74), USS 

Bunker Hill (CG 52) and USS Independence (LCS 

2) last August. “he event occurred during live-ire 

destruction of surface threats, allowing NSWCDD to 

evaluate how multiple Navy assets can work together 

seamlessly at reduced cost,” said Weekes, adding that 

 NSWC Dahlgren Division Personnel Awarded  
for Achievements Vital to Current and Future Fleet
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Stephen Malyevac holds a framed 
certificate of the Navy Superior 
Civilian Service Award he received 
at the Naval Surface Warfare Center 
Dahlgren Division (NSWCDD) Annual 
Honor Awards ceremony. Malyevac 
was recognized for numerous tech-
nical and leadership contributions as 
the NSWCDD Distinguished Engineer 
for Surface Engagement.

By BARBARA WAGNER
South Potomac Pilot

he diversity of life experience and 

talent that today’s military spouse 

brings to the table is just as diverse 

as service members themselves. 

Whether they were raised as “military 

brats” or newly married and on their 

irst tour, spouses have to be just as 

dedicated to the mission as their Sol-

dier, Sailor, Airman, Marine or Coast 

Guardsman. Two spouses from the 

Chemical Biological Incident Re-

sponse Force (CBIRF) team chatted 

recently about their journey as a mil-

itary spouse. 

Mary Ann O’Connell considers her-

self a bit of a local girl. While not born 

and raised in the Indian Head, Md. 

area, this self-professed military brat 

grew up as a Navy dependent and her 

father’s last duty station was at the 

Washington Navy Yard, a move that 

brought her family to the area. It was 

O’Connell’s military roots that colored 

her perspective in her early days as a 

military spouse. 

“I thought that there was a specif-

ic role I had to play being a military 

spouse,” O’Connell said. “I thought that 

there was a certain way I was supposed 

to be and it took a few years to realize 

that that wasn’t serving anybody. I love 

the military community, but I don’t 

help anybody being that person that 

they think I should be. he hardest part 

for me was learning to be authentic.”

Tifany Gates is a fellow CBIRF 

spouse that had never been a part of 

a military family before, so her expe-

rience difers a bit. Without a precon-

ceived notion of who a military spouse 

is, Gates had to learn on the ly. How-

ever, Gates credits those early lessons 

and dealing with the stresses that can 

come with deployments with strength-

ening and maturing her, just as it did 

for her Marine. 

“When you go through certain things 

and they [the service member] aren’t 

home, it makes you so much stronger,” 

Gates shared. 

Gates gave an example of her irst ex-

perience with a deployment when the 

return date seemed to be in lux. 

“It was so wishy washy when they 

were about to come back and it was 

frustrating,” Gates explained. “Two 

days before he was supposed to come 

back we got an email saying that they 

were going to be another six weeks and 

I literally ran into the bathroom at work 

and fell apart.” 

Always Moving Forward: CBIRF Spouses Share Wisdom
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Mary Ann O’Connell and 
her Marine at the CBIRF 
Birthday Ball in 2015.See Forward, Page 9
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