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Naval Air Station Patuxent River

By Donna Cipolloni
NAS Patuxent River Public Affairs

When NAS Patuxent River Conservation Director 

Kyle Rambo first applied for Tree City USA recognition 

30 years ago, there were no Navy installations and only 

two other DoD installations nationwide that were even 

participating in the program.

The National Arbor Day Foundation’s Tree City 

USA program has been greening up cities and towns 

across America since 1976. The foundation’s website 

describes it as a “nationwide movement that provides 

the framework necessary for communities to manage 

and expand their public trees,” and Rambo wanted in 

on the action.

“The program was originally set up for municipal-

ities,” explained Rambo. “It calls for a Tree Board to 

make decisions about plantings, a tree ordnance, a 

designated forestry budget, and mentions a mayor. But 

we [here at Pax] have our own zip code, post office, res-

idents who live on base, there’s commerce, and people 

who work here. In a sense, we’re more of a community 

than just a military facility.”

Since that original program application, Pax 

River has been designated a Tree City USA every 

Pax River’s 30-year-old tree program still winning awards

30th consecutive Tree City USA; 
14th Growth Award
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Accompanied by personnel from the Public Works and Environmental departments, NAS Patuxent River Executive 

Officer Capt. John Brabazon, far left, and NAS Command Master Chief Christopher Switzer far right, hold up the flag 

that honors Pax River’s 30th consecutive award as a National Arbor Day Foundation Tree City USA. The installation 

also won a Growth Award for work done with the community helping to prune and plant trees in Lexington Park.See AWARD, Page 3
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Leo Wynne, a supervisory engineering technician with Na-

val Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Washington’s 

Facilities Engineering and Acquisition Division (FEAD) at NAS 

Patuxent River, has been named the NAVFAC Washington Su-

pervisor of the Year, in recognition of his outstanding efforts in 

supporting the command’s mission.

In his current position since 2010, Wynne supervises a group 

of 10 engineering techs in the Category III/IV Team, which is de-

fined by NAVFAC as projects with “limited to no engineering.”

“But leveraging the technical skills and abilities of his staff, Leo 

and his team have stretched this definition and taken on much 

more, to the benefit of our many demanding customers,” said 

Cmdr. Grant Watanabe, public works officer. “When an [Engi-

neering and Construction Bulletin] exception-to-policy memo 

fully supported this, there was pushback at the headquarters lev-

el which was quickly squashed, in part, due to the high quality 

and volume work his team puts out.”

As stated in his nomination package, Wynne has grown his 

team’s technical expertise and created a capability within Cat III/

IV to complete daily work assignments and, at a moment’s no-

tice, rapidly react to emergent projects with accuracy, technical 

proficiency, and deliberate mission focus.

Specific examples of completed projects include restoration 

of the TC-7 catapult supporting Joint Strike Fighter testing, and 

restoration of the Webster Field runway, which had been closed 

due to a sinkhole.

Along with his team, Wynne stepped up to assist in offsetting 

personnel losses in Cat I/II, helping to provide leadership stabil-

ity and support. At the Navy Yard, he participated in five work-

ing groups which focused on ways in which NAVFAC could 

better support its customers; and he helped identify areas for 

improvement, providing a boots-on-ground perspective and 

developing recommendations to help improve command pro-

cesses.

With years of construction experience and a historical aware-

ness of the installation’s facilities, Wynne has also become a 

knowledge repository for the entire PWD and is often sought 

out by coworkers for input on issues outside of his Cat III/IV 

responsibilities.

Wynne, however, admits to being humbled by the NAVFAC 

Washington honor.

“We’re a regional command out of D.C. that includes nine 

public works departments in the area,” he said. “Normally, the 

supervisory award winner is an engineer or architect, and I’m 

neither. To win it in front of some great, highly qualified candi-

dates is somewhat overwhelming. It just reflects on my team’s 

accomplishments and that I’m fortunate enough to be their 

supervisor.”

Wynne explained that his department handles project esti-

mating, statements work, and takes care of existing buildings, 

working on projects normally less than $500,000 – anything 

from rehabbing a facility to HVAC.

“We do about 500 projects per year, or about $19 million,” he 

added. “We’re highly technical and I’m very proud of my team; 

they do great work. Without them, what I do wouldn’t matter.”

Public Works employee named NAVFAC Washington Supervisor of the Year
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Leo Wynne, center, receives the NAVFAC Wash-

ington Supervisor of the Year award. Wynne is 

flanked by Bill Schoen, NAVFAC Washington Public 

Works business line leader, and Alex Moore, PWD 

Patuxent River deputy public works officer.


