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By BOBBY JONES

Staff Photojournalist

Varied canine species and sizes 

wagged their tails exuberantly as they 

were escorted into the Anne Arundel 

County Circuit Courthouse in Annap-

olis by dog handlers from the Caring 

Canines Team at Dogwood Acres Feb. 8.

The court partnered with the Caring 

Canines Pet Therapy team to assist 

with a new child witness program.

Paraded before news outlets, court 

judges and politicians into the court-

room, the event officially launched the 

Courthouse Dog and Child Witness Pi-

lot Program in Anne Arundel and Har-

ford county circuit courts.

Maryland State Sen. Bryan Si-

monaire, R-District 31, was the catalyst 

behind the pilot program, which allows 

facility and therapy dogs to accompany 

child witnesses who are testifying or 

appearing in court in criminal or civil 

cases.

“Back in 2016, we put in legislation 

to start this pilot program for Harford 

and Anne Arundel counties. So after 

three years they’re going to evaluate 

By SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE  

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

Air Force officials announced Feb. 

6, 2018, emails containing personally 

identifiable information, and similar 

numeric constructs, will be blocked 

from transmission unless the email is 

encrypted. For members unable to send 

or receive encrypted emails, members 

will be directed to utilize the AMRDEC 

SAFE application.

This is not a change in policy, but a 

new method to halt PII breaches via 

email. PII is information about an in-

dividual that identifies, links, relates, 

or is unique to, or describes a member. 

For example – social security numbers 

(full or partial), age, marital status, 

race, salary, home/personal cell phone 

numbers, other demographic biometric, 

personnel, medical and financial infor-

mation.

“The Air Force depends on reliable, 

secure communications to operate,” 

said Under Secretary of the Air Force 

Matthew Donovan. “Ensuring confiden-

tiality of every Airman’s personal infor-

mation is part and parcel for maintain-

ing operational security, as well as an 

inherent command responsibility”.

Users will be notified via a dialogue 

pop-up box or email response and 

provided with the option to either re-

move PII content, encrypt or send via 

AMRDEC SAFE. There are no user 

accounts for AMRDEC SAFE and au-

thentication is handled via email and 

password. Everyone has access to AM-

RDEC SAFE. The application is conve-

nient and intuitive to utilize.

If users send an email that contains 

a series of numbers that resemble PII 

information, the system will also block 

the email transmittal. In order for the 

email to transmit, the user will need to 

treat the email as if it does contain PII 

by encrypting the email or using AMR-

DEC SAFE. Feedback to the Help Desk 

in these instances will aid in changing 

the blocking tool “sniffers” to differenti-

ate non-PII data in the future.

“Ideally, email would be the last medi-

um used to transmit PII information,” 

said Col. Patrick Ryan, reserve advisor 

to the chief, information dominance 

and chief information officer. “Howev-

By SENIOR AIRMAN DELANO SCOTT

11th Wing Public Affairs

The director and executive producer 

of Marvel’s “Black Panther” visited the 

base to debut their highly anticipated 

film during a free screening for Dod 

personnel and their families Feb. 12, 

2018.

Before making their way to the base 

theater, Ryan Coogler, director, and 

Nate Moore, executive producer, took 

time to visit the 1st Helicopter Squad-

ron. In addition to seeing their mission 

firsthand, they were also observed an 

11th Security Support Squadron mili-

tary working dog demonstration.

“It’s always a great opportunity to be 

able to show public figures just how 

important our mission is and give Air-

men the recognition they deserve,” said 

Tech. Sgt. William Stone, 11th SSPTS 

MWD trainer.

After the demonstration, Coogler and 

Moore departed for the base theater 

where more than 1,600 people showed 

up for a Q&A session and the movie 

New Courthouse Dog, Child Witness Pilot Program 
launched in Anne Arundel, Harford counties
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During a special ceremony, Doug Arnold, Assistant Chief Deputy Clerk, 

Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County, administers oath to volunteer dog 

handlers.
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