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CAREER
DoD partners with LinkedIn, offers military  

spouses free membership, Page 2

SPORTS

Bowie Baysox celebrates JBA  

Military Appreciation Night, Page 10

READINESS

Defenders compete to represent in 

Defender’s Challenge, Page 3

By DELONTE HARROD 

DC Military Staff Writer

When Cynthia Ventura’s old-

est son joined the Marine Corps 

in 2007. In 2009, she decided to 

tether herself to an organiza-

tion of women who could support 

her, offer compassion, and sup-

port the men and women in the 

armed forces.

Ventura joined the Blue Star 

Mothers of America Inc. and 

eventually became its national 

president. Ventura, who also has 

another son in the Marine Corps, 

said{/span}{/span} mothers of ac-

tive duty sons and daughters in 

the military have similar stories. 

In fact, she said it is precise-

ly the reason why some chap-

ters sprout up in communities 

around the United States.

“It’s kind of a life-cycle to the 

way a chapter evolves,” Ventu-

ra explained. “Five women can 

start a chapter anywhere. A lot 

of times our children are young; 

they’re 18, 19 years-old, leav-

ing home for the first time. You 

know, we have a fear, so we are 

able to express that with another 

individual woman and we form 

friendship and support system 

for each other.”

Ventura, the national presi-

dent of the Blue Star Mothers of 

America Inc., is also a Gold Star 

Mother. Ventura’s oldest son died 

from a noncombat related injury 

at 23 years old.

“If it wasn’t for these women 

and their support and love that 

I felt, I don’t think I would have 

ever made it,” she said.

Blue Star Mothers of America 

Inc., has been in existence for 76 

years. The first meeting was held 

Feb. 1, 1942, in Flint, Michigan, 

at Durant Hotel. Capt. George 

H. Maines started the group and 

chaired the first meeting, which 

consisted of 300 mothers. Some-

time later, though, it isn’t quite 

clear, Haines decided “to form 

a permanent organization,” ac-

cording to the same website.

To commemorate Maines, on 

August 8 BSMA Inc. members 

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO BY AIRMAN MICHAEL S. MURPHY

Correction: The front picture from the July 20 

edition was incorrect and should have been the 

above photo — Maj. Gen. James A. Jacobson, left, 

commander of the Air Force District of Washing-

ton and the 320th Air Expeditionary Wing, pres-

ents Col. Andrew M. Purath with the 11th Wing 

guidon in a change of command ceremony on 

Joint Base Andrews, Md., July 10, 2018. Purath 

was previously the vice commander of the 386th 

Air Expeditionary Wing, Southwest Asia.

11th Wing, JBA welcomes new 
commander

By FRANCIS CHUNG

DC Military Staff Writer

Four hundred landscape and lawn-care professionals 

from 32 states volunteered their time, labor, and exper-

tise to help beautify the nation’s most hallowed ground 

By BOBBY JONES

DC Military Staff Photojournalist

Kenneth Stancell Sr. carries 

his 6-foot-9-inch, 220-plus-pound 

frame with a limp, remnant of 

two knee replacement surgeries, 

which he says goes along with 

the territory of having a success-

ful professional basketball ca-

reer playing in the Continental 

Basketball Association, United 

States Basketball League and 

European Basketball Leagues 

from 1980 to 1989.

Stancell, who played in Turkey, 

France, London and Israel, not-

ed, “Today’s foreign pro players 

have evolved quite a bit. They 

don’t have to rely on Americans 

as much.”

Stancell had been drafted by 

the Golden State Warriors as the 

third pick, in the fourth round. 

“Back then they had seven 

rounds,” Stancell added.” “I had a 

pretty long career,” said Stancell, 

who later found a 21-year career 

as a Pizza Hut District Training 

Manager in Washington, DC.

Stancell, who played forward 

and center in the pro leagues, 

said, “It was mandatory for 

Americans or dual Americans 

to average 30 points and 15 re-

bounds per game. That was just 

standard. Basketball was a job. 

Blue Star Mothers of America Inc maintains 
mission to support military mothers, care 
for active duty service members, veterans

see MOTHERS, page 8

Landscaping professionals 
gather to renew Arlington 
National Cemetery

PHOTOS BY FRANCIS CHUNG

Volunteers Teagen Tarring (left) and Brett Lemcke 

dig a flower bed during the 22nd annual Renewal 

and Remembrance landscaping event at Arlington 

National Cemetery Monday.

see LANDSCAPING, page 4

Former professional basketball player 
finds new life as high school coach

PHOTOS BY BOBBY JONES

Former professional basketball player Coach Kenneth Stan-

cell Sr. directs the team to focus on a play during practice for 

an upcoming game.

see COACH, page 6


