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The 2021 Navy-Marine Corps Relief Soci-

ety (NMCRS) Active Duty Fund Drive begins 

March 1 with a virtual kick-off that will include 

an email blast to personnel across NAS Patux-

ent River.

The purpose of the annual call for voluntary 

contributions to the NMCRS is to increase Navy 

and Marine Corps personnel awareness of the 

availability of financial assistance and services 

from the society, and also to obtain the funds 

that are essential for the society to continue 

providing assistance and services to service 

members in need.

“NAVAIR’s Vice Adm. Peters will be sending 

out a message as well as [NAS Patuxent River 

Commanding Officer] Capt. Brabazon,” said 

Maureen Farrell, director of the Patuxent River 

NMCRS office. “Because of COVID-19 restric-

tions, we have to take a different approach to 

the annual drive. We’ll flood everyone’s emails 

and social media with kickoff information.”

COVID-19 played a negative role in the 2020 

campaign, with that fund drive’s efforts falling 

well short of expectations.

“It was really tough last year,” Farrell not-

ed. “The fund drive began in March and then 

the world closed down. We collected about 

$64,000 at Pax River but we gave out more than 

$107,000 is assistance. We’d like to do better this 

year than last year.”

NMCRS never closed its office, but quickly 

moved to a virtual platform. Clients were seen 

by appointment only, paperwork and docu-

mentation was completed via email or online 

video chat, and in-office time was kept to a min-

imum to protect the office’s clients and volun-

teer staff.

“NMCRS headquarters initiated a new Rapid 

Response Loan up to $1,500 of assistance for 

clients with financial needs within NMCRS pol-

icy without a budget,” Farrell explained. “This 

new type of loan really made a big difference 

in our ability to assist clients safely. Even with 

the pandemic limiting people’s movement, our 

office still processed 137 emergency financial 

requests.”

NMCRS provides assistance to active duty 

and retired U.S. Navy and Marine Corps per-

sonnel and their eligible family members. In-

terest-free loans are available in crisis situations 

for costs associated with emergency travel, 

rent/mortgage, utilities, car repair, childcare, 

groceries, or other necessities of life.

Leading this year’s campaign, along with 

AWRC Matthew Owens, is NMCRS Fund Drive 

Co-Chairman ETC Aric Dickson, who wants to 

remind people at Pax River about the Sailors we 

sometimes forget.

“When you’re on shore duty, you sometimes 

don’t think of this, but there are a lot of deployed 

Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society fund drive kicks-off March 1
Underway through April
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ETC Arin Dickson, left and AWRC Matthew Owens are this year’s co-chairmen 

for the Navy-Marine Corps Society 2021 Active Duty Fund Drive, underway from 

March 1 through April.
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While experts continue learn-

ing more about the protection that 

COVID-19 vaccines provide in re-

al-world conditions, it is important 

for everyone to continue using all 

the tools available to help stop the 

pandemic, even after receiving the 

COVID-19 vaccination.

“Until public immunity is achieved 

across the board, all recommended 

protective measures must continue,” 

cautioned Dr. Akram Sadaka, direc-

tor of Public Health and Occupation-

al Medicine at Naval Health Clinic 

Patuxent River. “This should include 

mask wearing, hand washing, crowd 

avoidance and physical distancing.”

Sadaka explained that individuals 

who have completed the vaccine series 

may still be able to get infected with the 

virus without getting sick from it, due to 

the protective effects of the vaccine.

“If they get infected, those vaccinat-

ed subjects can potentially shed the 

active virus to others who aren’t yet 

vaccinated without necessarily hav-

ing any COVID-19 symptoms them-

selves,” Sadaka said. “This is why it is 

prudent and necessary for all of us — 

vaccinated or otherwise — to adhere 

to all of the personal protection mea-

sures outlined.”

According to the CDC, experts do 

not yet know what percentage of 

people would need to get vaccinat-

ed to achieve public immunity to 

COVID-19. Public immunity is de-

fined as enough people in a commu-

nity who are protected from getting a 

disease because they’ve already had 

it, or they’ve been vaccinated against 

it, making it difficult for the disease 

to spread from person to person; and 

it also protects those who cannot be 

vaccinated. Dr. Sadaka believes public 

immunity cannot happen effectively 

until approximately three-quarters of 

the entire population is vaccinated.

“The good news is that [the govern-

ment is] moving quickly to vaccinate 

as many as safely as possible in the 

coming months,” he noted. “All we 

need is to put a vaccine in everyone’s 

arm sooner than later.”

Health clinic personnel at Pax River 

and branch clinics have been vacci-

nating active-duty service members 

for the past six weeks or so, following 

the DoD’s phased distribution plan.

“Any service member can, in due 

time, get vaccinated according to the 

prioritization schema that has been 

published and updated recently,” Sa-

daka noted. “Each command should 

have their active-duty service mem-

bers vaccine-ready according to the 

schema. The clinic communicates 

available appointments for each tier/

category to each command, then 

they schedule their members ac-

cordingly. We don’t offer walk-ins for 

COVID-19 vaccination at this time.”

For updated information about the 

virus, visit cdc.gov and click on the 

prominently displayed link “Learn 

More About COVID-19.”

Continue to wear masks, distance even after COVID-19 vaccination
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