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By HANNAH TROYER

Editor

With most military children moving six to nine 

times before their eighteenth birthday, no group of 

children knows what it’s like to be the new kid in 

town better than those of service members. Faced 

with an endless amount of new schools, new friends 

and new homes, The Boys and Girls Club of America 

decided to do something to make sure these kids have 

a place to feel like a kid no matter where they may be.

On Sept. 9, nearly a dozen government agencies, 

military-serving organizations, private sector corpo-

rations and foundations came together to form the 

‘Better Together’ partnership – aiming to serve mil-

itary families living in civilian communities where 

the need is greatest. Recognized by the Department 

of Defense and the White House’s Joining Forces and 

convened by Boys and Girls Clubs of America, ‘Better 

Together’ will serve to increase resiliency and reinte-

gration for active duty and veteran military families. 

The action-oriented partnership will specifically fo-

cus on kids and teens.

Representatives from founding partners signed a 

proclamation to launch the first of its kind public-pri-

vate partnership designed to support more than 

250,000 military families over the next five years.

“There are currently 1.2 million military-connected 

school-age children in the U.S., with an overwhelm-

ing majority living in civilian communities and away 

from the critical health, academic and social services 

By SENIOR AIRMAN JORDYN FETTER

11th Wing Public Affairs

Ninety pounds of equipment weighed 

on the backs of hundreds of first re-

sponders as they gradually climbed 

each flight of stairs, step-by-step.

To honor and remember the firefight-

ers who lost their lives in the terrorist 

attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, members of 

By BOBBY JONES

Staff Photojournalist

Air Force veteran, John Lechowicz, 

had a look of contentment as fellow 

Vietnam veteran and caretaker, Ed 

Kurz, pushed his wheelchair along the 

winding walkway past historical war 

memorials in Washington, D.C. Sept. 10.

Flying from his hometown, Yorkville, 

III., Lechowicz’s tour was made possible 

by the collaborative partnership of the 

Dream Foundation — the only nation-

al dream-granting program for termi-

nally-ill adults — and the Honor Flight 

Network. The Honor Flight Network’s 

mission is to fly America’s veterans to 

Washington, D.C. to visit their memorials 

and provide them with honor and closure.

“I had no idea that Dream Founda-

tion provide an event like this,” Lecho-

wicz, who has renal cancer, said.

The Dream Foundation’s mission is to 

fulfill final dreams that provide inspi-

ration, comfort and closure at the end 

of life. With the support of a nationwide 

network of volunteers, hospices, health 

care organizations and committed do-

nors, Dream Foundation has given life 

to more than 25,000 final dreams over 

the past two decades and has never 

turned down a qualified applicant. The 

Dream Foundation relies solely on in-

dividual donations and corporate part-

nerships – like the Honor Flight Net-

work – to fund its programs.

Upon arriving at the Vietnam Me-

morial, both Lechowicz and Kurz were 

presented with commemorative Viet-

nam War service pins honoring them for 

their dedicated and individual selfless 

service during their tour in Vietnam.

“I’m very honored to present you with 

the Vietnam Memorial pin for your 

dedicated service and sacrifice,” Jim 

McLaughlin, Honor Flight Inc. chair-

man of the board, said

After the ceremony, Lechowicz was 

particularly interested in visiting the 

Vietnam Memorial Wall to find the 

name of a fallen comrade in battle 

during the once-in-a-lifetime trip.

JBA Airmen 
climb to honor 
fallen 9/11 first 
responders

AIRMAN 1ST CLASS VALENTINA LOPEZ

Participants of the 2016 National 

Capital Region 9/11 Memorial Stair 

Climb and 5K Walk climb the stairs 

of the Gaylord National Resort and 

Convention Center at the National 

Harbor Sept. 10. Attendees wore a 

variety of ensembles, ranging from 

shorts and t-shirts, to full 90-pound 

firefighter’s gear.

see CLIMB, page 7

BGCA’s pioneer ‘Better Together’ public-private 
partnership to engage more military kids

COURTESY PHOTO

Boys and Girls Clubs of America President, Jim 

Clark, shares opening remarks about the orga-

nizations new ‘Better Together’ partnership with 

a full audience in the Kennedy Caucus Room of 

the Russell Senate Building Sept. 9. see PARTNERSHIP, page 3

Terminally ill Air Force veteran realizes final 
wish with Dream Foundation and Honor Flight

BOBBY JONES

John Lechowicz, a terminally-ill Air Force Vietnam veteran, touches the 

name of a friend on the Vietnam Wall during his tour of war memorials 

Sept. 10.

see VETERAN, page 4
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