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Dropping in for the party
Staff Sgt. Ryan Reis of the United States Army Golden Knights Parachute Team de-
scends onto Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall’s Summerall Field June 12 as part of an 
Army birthday edition of Twilight Tattoo. The Golden Knights’ exhibition was the first 
time the group jumped onto JBM-HH. For more on the birthday Twilight Tattoo, go to 
Pages 6 and 7 of this edition of the Pentagram.

By Jim Dresbach
Pentagram Staff Writer

Joint Base Myer-Henderson 

Hall’s Cody Child Develop-

ment Center has received an 

early learning program ac-

creditation from the National 

Association for the Education 

of Young Children.

Official word of the accredita-

tion was received by the JBM-

HH CDC June 13. The Cody 

CDC applied for the accredi-

tation study Aug. 31, 2018 and 

enrolled in the process’ self-

study in December 2018. The 

study involves program and 

classroom observations and the 

creation of program portfolios 

which show evidence of CDC 

program resources. Another 

step toward accreditation in-

volves a candidacy site visit.

“(Accreditation) usually is a 

yearlong process; we did it in 

under a year,” said JBM-HH 

Child and Youth Services Coor-

dinator Suzanne Sutton. “Val-

idators that are proficient with 

NAEYC come and look at your 

program and tell you if you met 

or did not meet (accreditation 

criteria).”

The candidacy site visit 

took place during two days in 

May. According to Sutton, the 

observers studied all the port-

folio materials and visited 10 

classrooms.

“They spent an hour and a 

half, two hours in each class-

room,” Sutton explained.

After the site visit was com-

pleted, Sutton and the Cody 

staff received the good news.

“You have to pass 70 percent 

of each criteria in each class-

room,” Sutton said. “We scored 

very high. Most of our percent-

ages were in the 90 percent 

(range). We were way above 

the 70 percent they required. 

We are now accredited for five 

years. The staff worked hard.”

The Cody CDC on JBM-HH 

is the largest child development 

center in the Defense Depart-

ment and has an enrollment of 

392 children and a staff of 145 

people. Enrollees are mostly 

military children whose parents 

work at the Pentagon or around 

the Military District of Wash-

ington.

The Cody Child Develop-

ment Center will reapply for 

re-accreditation in 2023 as 

the current NAEYC stamp of 

approval ends July 1, 2024.

“This is an outside agen-

cy that says this is a quality 

program for children,” Sutton 

said of the accreditation. “This 

shows it is above the norm; that 

it is above state levels and that 

it is above Army regulations. 

It is basically saying we are a 

high-quality program for young 

children and preschoolers.”

Pentagram Staff Writer 

Jim Dresbach can be reached 

at jdresbach@dcmilitary.com.

Cody Child Development Center 
receives NAEYC accreditation
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JBM-HH’s Cody Child Development Center

By Katrina Wilson 
Pentagram Staff Writer

On June 14, 1943, 40 members of the 

Army Air Corps lost their lives during 

an airplane crash at Bakers Creek near 

Mackay Queensland, Australia, and a 

memorial for them has been on Joint 

Base Meyer-Henderson Hall for the last 

10 years.

The 40 members boarded the B-17 

transport just before dawn to head to 

New Guinea, Australia. Their plane 

crashed, and the reason of the crash is 

still unknown. Only one person on the 

plane survived.

The memorial sits right in front of 

JBM-HH’s Selfridge Gate.

“I would like to recognize and thank 

Dr. (Robert) Cutler, (Bakers Creek 

Memorial Association),” said JBM-HH’s 

Commander Col. Kimberly A. Peeples. 

“He is the son of the Soldier, Capt. Sam 

Cutler, who scheduled the Bakers Creek 

flight on that fateful day and saw the 

Soldiers off just before the crash. It has 

been through Dr. Cutler’s tireless efforts 

and those of the Bakers Creek Memorial 

Association that this memorial rests here 

today.”

After the crash, the military told family 

members of the victims that their loved 

ones died, but did not say how. Cutler 

and members of the association worked 

to inform families of the truth about 

their loved ones.

According to Cutler, the last fam-

ily was notified last year about what 

happened to his or her service member 

before the 75th anniversary of the crash.

The names of the crash victims were 

read by Clare Gailey. Gailey’s deceased 

father, Lt. Col. C.K. Gailey was integral 

in the Bakers Creek Memorial Associa-

tion. According to Cutler, Gailey’s father 

found about 20 of the 40 families who 

lost a service member in the crash.

Gailey said her father died in 2016. 

She said he always read the names of 

the victims at the memorial. She said 

after he died, she stepped in and now 

reads the names. She said it is her way 

of honoring her dad. She choked up 

while reading names because one of the 

victim’s names is her father’s first name 

— Charles. She said with June 14 being 

the day of the crash and the Army’s 

birthday, it had her emotions going. Her 

father is buried in Arlington National 

Cemetery.

As Gailey read the names of the 

victims of the crash, attendees of the me-

morial placed flowers on the memorial.

Peeples and Australian Air Task Group 

Commodore Terry van Haren, the Aus-

tralian air attaché, Embassy of Australia, 

Washington D.C., laid a wreath on the 

memorial.

Pentagram Staff Writer Katrina Wilson 

can be reached at kmoses@dcmilitary.com.

JBM-HH commemorates 
10th anniversary of 
Bakers Creek Memorial 
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Joint Base Meyer-Henderson Hall’s Commander Col. Kimberly Peeples and Air Task Group 
Commodore Terry van Haren, the Australian air attaché, Embassy of Australia, Washington 
D.C., lay a wreath at the Bakers Creek memorial Friday.


