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TESTER
Naval Air Station Patuxent River

From NAWCAD Public Affairs

U.S. Naval Test Pilot School rotary instructor 

Barb Gordon was the Navy’s first to receive the 

Army’s Broken Wing Award during a ceremo-

ny June 6 at NAS Patuxent River.

Highly regarded and rarely awarded, the 

Army gives the Broken Wing to aircrew who 

have minimized or prevented loss of life and 

aircraft through outstanding airmanship 

during inflight emergencies. Gordon’s award 

marked the first time the Army presented the 

Broken Wing outside of the service.

Col. John Jones, commanding officer of the 

Army’s Redstone Test Center (RTC) in Red-

stone Arsenal, Alabama, presided over the 

ceremony and presented the award to Gor-

don, a former Navy lieutenant commander, 

who successfully recovered the UH-60L she 

was training a test pilot under instruction in 

Oct. 5, 2016.

“Barb and Sylvia displayed that flight test 

can be done safely without negative outcome,” 

Jones said. “The Army appreciates your train-

ing, mentorship and expert airmanship.”

During the single-engine test technique with 

one engine at idle, the helicopter suffered fail-

ure on the opposite engine. Gordon had less 

than five seconds to recover the aircraft and 

experienced rates of descent between 9,000 

and 12,000 feet per minute. According to the 

investigation, the mishap would have been 

catastrophic if not for the immediate actions 

Navy test pilot instructor earns Navy’s first-ever Army Broken Wing
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U.S. Naval Test Pilot School rotary instructor, Barb Gordon, receives the Navy’s first-ever Army Broken Wing Award 

from Col. John Jones, commanding officer of the Army’s test and evaluation command, Redstone Test Center (RTC), 

during a ceremony June 6 at Patuxent River, Maryland. Rarely awarded, the Army presents the Broken Wing to aircrew 

who successfully recover aircraft from collisions that would have resulted in loss of life and aircraft. Gordon and Jones 

are pictured in front of the recovered UH-60L that flew during the single-engine test technique she and her Army test 

pilot under instruction were training in October 2016.
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At one point in our lives, we had a favorite car. The 

hunk of metal that was our go-to. Our ol’ reliable. In 

the MV-22B Osprey program, that moniker goes to 

Aircraft No. 8—affectionately known as the ‘Eight-

ball’.

After serving 20 years in test and evaluation, 

Eight retired to the Patuxent River Naval Air Muse-

um in June.

Her humble beginnings started at the Boeing 

hangars in Philadelphia and Arlington, Texas. Eight 

was one of four engineering manufacturing devel-

opment (EMD) aircraft built and heavily instru-

mented for the EMD flight test program at Naval 

Air Station Patuxent River.

The MV-22 instrumentation package included 

‘Eight-Ball’: MV-22B Osprey Test Aircraft No. 8 leaves legacy
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Escorted by personnel from DynCorp International, Aircraft No. 8 just makes it around the traffic light pole at the inter-

section of Cuddihy and Buse roads June 8 on the way to its final destination at the Patuxent River Naval Air Museum.
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