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By ARTHUR MONDALE
DC Military Staff Writer

Each year, millions of people flock to Munich, Ger-
many, for Oktoberfest, one of the world’s largest 
beer festivals. In fact, Guinness World Records has 
labeled Munich’s Oktoberfest, the largest beer festi-
val by beer consumption. For people who don’t have 
the time or money to travel to southeastern Germa-
ny, military installations in the National Capital 
Region offer authentic German beers on tap, cui-
sine, entertainment and music to quench attendee’s 
thirst in late Sept.

Fort Belvoir, Va.:
Fort Belvoir opens its gates to the general public 

during the 21st annual Oktoberfest & Carnival, Sept. 

28 – Oct. 1. The four-day event at Fremont Field will 
offer authentic German beer, wine, music and carni-
val rides for both kids and adults synonymous with 
the atmosphere happening 4,200 miles away.

All visitors must enter through Tulley Gate (24 
hour gate on Pohick Road). Visitors without a valid 
Military/DoD ID card are encouraged to go to the 
visitors center days before Oktoberfest and receive a 
visitor’s pass to reduce gate wait times.

Oktoberfest happens Sept. 28 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., 
Sept. 29 from 6 p.m. to 12 a.m., Sept. 30 from 12 p.m. 
to 12 a.m. and Oct. 1 from 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Volunteers are needed! Volunteers must be 18 years-

By 11TH CIVIL ENGINEER SQUADRON

The 11th Civil Engineer Squadron 
will initiate an installation-wide “No 
Heat/No Cool” period from Oct. 15 to 
Nov. 15, 2017 to assist in switching 
heating, ventilation and air condition-
ing units from cooling to heating modes.

During this time period, HVAC tech-
nicians will complete all equipment 
servicing and startup preparations, 
weather permitting.

Last year, Team Andrews was able to 
save $32,240 in energy and natural gas 
consumption on base. These savings 
can potentially be re-invested into base 
operations.

During the downtime, only mission 
critical facilities, command and control 
facilities, child development centers, 
critical server rooms, critical utilities 
and housing will be exempt.

Patience and understanding from 
base residents while this is being ac-
complished will be greatly appreciated.

Contact 11 CES customer service at 
301-981-5151 with any questions

By ARTHUR MONDALE
DC Military Staff Writer

Approximately one year ago, Mol-
ly Mae Potter, former U.S. Air Force 
flight test engineer was crowned Miss 
Veteran America 2016 in Washington, 
D.C., beating 24 other contestants and 
hundreds of applicants for the title. It 
all unfolded during an event that com-
bines the glamour of a national beauty 
pageant with a roster of contestants 
who are decorated leaders in military 
aviation, land and sea, whose platform 
focuses on addressing one cause: home-
lessness among women veterans.

“I know what it is like to wake up 
each and every day and go to war with 
your own brain. It is terrifying. For-
tunately there are ways to fight that 
war and beat it,” Potter said, in refer-
ence to homelessness and her very own 
battles with post-traumatic stress dis-
order (PTSD) and traumatic brain in-
jury (TBI) during her military career. 
“(The title) Ms. Veteran America is 20 
percent talking and 80 percent listen-
ing and learning from those that are 
on the front line fighting homelessness 
and working to make sure our women 
veterans and their children are not an 
afterthought in their communities. You 
will meet famous and medaled heroes 
through your reign — but the heroes 
you will be most humbled by are the 
silent heroes that go to work every day 
at homeless shelters, schools, hospitals, 

and non-profits.”
It was a busy year for Potter, and 

current U.S. Army Capt. Makeda “Ty” 
Young (MVA first-runner up) and Air 
Force Reserve Capt. Charlynda Scales 
(MVA second-runner up). All three 
women traveled the country extensive-
ly to raise awareness and to meet com-
munity leaders and homeless veterans 
face-to-face.

“There is no one perfect answer to the 

right way to support women veterans, 
but the right way to go about it is to 
build that incredible network and to 
get communities to join our movement. 
That’s what we worked hard to achieve 
this year,” Potter said.

Additionally, Potter has been making 
moves in her own city after being re-ap-
pointed the City of Austin commission-

‘No Heat, No 
Cool’ fall 2017
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Oktoberfest offers authentic beer, food & fanfare
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Musicians from Blaskapelle Alte Kameraden, a 

German band from Fairfax, Va., toast attendees 

of the 16th annual Oktoberfest & Carnival at Fort 

Belvoir in 2011. The four-day event at Fremont 

Field offers authentic German beer, wine, music 

and carnival rides for both kids and adults.

Ms. Veteran America 2017: Exposes 
homelessness, accountability and education
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Molly Mae Potter, is crowned Miss Veteran America on Oct. 9, 2016, beat-

ing 24 other contestants, and hundreds of applicants for the title. Her 

reign included traveling the country extensively to raise awareness about 

homelessness among women veterans.
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see MS. VET, page 5


