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By Donna Cipolloni
NAS Patuxent River Public Affairs

Commandant, Naval District Washington, 

Rear Adm. Mike Steffen, has named NAS Patux-

ent River the NDW Regional winner of the 

Installation Excellence Award — Large Shore 

category — which recognizes quality in instal-

lation management, program excellence and 

community outreach.

“I want to personally congratulate you and 

your teams for the outstanding leadership and 

focus which has resulted in your selection as 

this year’s NDW Installation Excellence Award 

winner,” wrote Steffen in an email message an-

nouncing the win. “Your exemplary efforts and 

all that your teams have been able to achieve 

clearly stood out amongst the cream of the crop. 

I truly appreciate your hard work, dedication, 

and the great things you are doing. You and your 

teams may be justifiably proud of what you have 

accomplished. Please pass a Bravo Zulu to all 

your outstanding Sailors and civilians.”

All of the NDW installations were judged on 

air and port operations; fire and emergency 

management; security; safety and health; con-

servation efforts; planned or completed energy 

projects; facility improvement; property stew-

ardship; fleet and family readiness; communi-

cations and public relations.

FY21 was a banner year for Pax River despite 

budget cuts and the continued dampening ef-

fect of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The following are just some of the activities 

and initiatives that earned Pax River its award:

The installation hosted Deputy Secretary of 

Defense Kathleen Hicks for an Earth Day event 

highlighting Pax River’s Readiness and Environ-

mental Protection Integration (REPI) program, 

which preserved 1,189 acres in FY21 totaling $5 

million and bringing the grand total to 67 par-

cels, 12,730 acres, and $57.3 million, of which 

$26.1 million is Navy REPI contribution.

Collaborating with Deborah Loomis, the se-

nior advisor to the Secretary of the Navy for 

Climate Change, Pax River is advocating energy 

initiatives such as Carbon Sequestration, agri-

cultural out-leasing and forest protection. The 

installation’s 14,500 acres are postured in a po-

sition of advantage in a future of climate change.

The DoD’s Defense Community Infrastruc-

ture Program awarded the installation a project 

totaling $564,000. The Gate 2 intersection recon-

struction will strengthen our partnership with 

the local community through a pedestrian- and 

bicyclist-friendly connector. Also deepening 

our partnership with St. Mary’s County is the re-

newed Intergovernmental Support Agreement, 

saving the Navy more than $1.2 million.

Pax River achieved the first-ever Counter 

Unmanned Aerial Systems Federal Aviation 

By PEO (U&W) Public Affairs

The Navy and Marine Corps may soon have a way to resupply 

warfighters on the front line using unmanned systems capable 

of delivering necessary supplies from a distance in a variety of 

scenarios.

The Department is considering several cargo resupply systems 

and recently demonstrated these capabilities to senior leader-

ship during an event Oct. 27 at NAWCAD’s Webster Outlying 

Field.

The Navy and Marine Corps Small Tactical Unmanned Air-

craft Systems program office (PMA-263) and Naval Air Warfare 

Center Aircraft Division coordinated this event where operators 

from Air Test and Evaluation Squadron (UX) 24 performed mul-

tiple resupply missions. The event was a two-part demonstration 

flying both the Tactical Resupply Unmanned Aircraft System 

(TRV-150) and Blue Water logistics UAS (BWUAS).

“It’s exciting to see the close collaboration between the pro-

gram office, NAWCAD and the operators,” said NAVAIR Com-

mander Vice Adm. Carl Chebi, who attended the event. “The 

team’s ‘can do’ spirit and innovative acquisition approach will 

speed much-needed capability to the Navy and Marine Corps.”

TRUAS is a Marine-focused platform for tactical resupply pri-

marily on shore. It has a shorter range than Blue Water, but a 

heavier lift around 150 pounds. It’s intended to transport items 

like food and tactical gear to Marines in the field. Blue Water is a 

Navy-focused platform for resupply at sea. It has a longer range, 

and a smaller footprint to better fit onto ships. Its cargo capacity 

is smaller than TRUAS at 30-50 pounds.

“The demonstration highlighted the basic capability of the sys-

tems to operate autonomously, to have mission plans uploaded 

and to execute the flights with little to no input while they were in 

the air,” said Cmdr. Seth Ervin, chief test pilot for UX-24.

“These systems have to be transportable, so they have to come 

in cases and they have to be expeditionary,” Ervin said. “And that 

was really the focus of today, to walk through, in a fairly quick 

fashion, and show how easy it is for a basically trained Marine 

or Sailor to get the system out of a box, to get it set up, to get it 

uploaded, and hit go.”

Ervin’s team demonstrated the capabilities of a land and air 

drop using the TRV-150 and different payloads. For the first 

mission they did an air drop, where the system flew to a pre-pro-

grammed point, dropped the payload and flew back. During the 

second leg, the TRV-150 flew to specified coordinates, landed 

and released the payload. The operator on the ground retrieved 

the package and once it was safely out of the way, the operator 

pressed a button to return the UAS to its location.

Operators then flew BWUAS to demonstrate a vertical take-

off, transition to forward flight and then back to VTOL for an air 

drop. The system then transitioned back to forward flight and re-

turned with a vertical landing.

“Unmanned logistics supply aircraft will keep Sailors and Ma-

rines out of harm’s way and can provide much needed logistics 
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Commander, Navy Installations Command Vice Adm. Yancy Lindsey discuss-

es MILCON projects with NAS Patuxent River commanding officer Capt. John 

Brabazon, center, and installation public works officer Cmdr. Jonathan Higdon 

during a site visit Sept. 21.

Navy UAS demo displays potential for future cargo resupply
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A TRV-150 Tactical Resupply UAS flies over Webster 

Field Outlying Field Oct. 27 as part of a demonstra-

tion. TRUAS is a Marine-focused platform for tactical 

resupply primarily on shore. It’s intended to trans-

port items like food and tactical gear to Marines in 

the field. Blue Water is a Navy-focused platform for 

resupply at sea
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