
Vol. 77,  No. 5 Celebrating 76 Years of Community Partnership           February 6, 2020

TESTER
Naval Air Station Patuxent River

See CSSC, Page 3

First SLM jet 
returns to Navy

Page 2

What is an 
FPCON?

Page 3

The Capacity 
Model

Page 4

By Donna Cipolloni
NAS Patuxent River Public Affairs

The Navy’s newest instrument landing system 

(ILS) is installed at NAS Patuxent River’s Trapnell 

Airfield, required inspections are underway, and 

the system is expected to be fully operational by 

mid-February.

“ILS is becoming a program of record for the 

Navy because we’ve finally reached the point where 

more than 50% of the Navy’s fleet of aircraft are ca-

pable of using this equipment,” said Pax River’s Air 

Traffic Control Facility Officer Lt. Steve Palmer.

Palmer explained ILS is similar to precision ap-

proach radar (PAR) in that both provide lateral 

and vertical guidance to a pilot for landing, but PAR 

requires verbal instructions from an air traffic con-

troller. ILS, however, utilizes radio beam signals that 

are interpreted by an aircraft’s computer systems, 

which then relay the information to pilots enabling 

them to make corrections to their flight path and 

ensuring their aircraft remains in line with the run-

way and descends at the correct rate.

“ILS allows pilots to see through needles and 

numbers in their cockpit without having someone 

in their ear telling them they’re above or below, or 

left to right, of where they need to be in relation to 

the runway,” Palmer said.

While the new system somewhat removes the 

“middle man,” it does not mean the 81 military and 

civilian air traffic controllers at Pax River are no lon-

ger necessary.

“You may not need to use PAR as frequently, but 

you still need someone to clear the airspace and 

clear the runway,” Palmer noted. “There are other 

parts to air traffic control, not only that final critical 

phase of flight; and for any aircraft not capable of 

using ILS, air traffic control comes back into play 

with precision approach. There are platforms in 

the Navy that aren’t going anywhere soon, and be-

cause they don’t have room in the cockpit or don’t 

have the capability to receive the other end of ILS 

they’d need in the cockpit, we’ll still be providing 

plenty of precision approaches.”

The landing system’s installation provided an in-

creased capability at Pax River, and will also save 

the Navy money.

“It will allow test aircraft at Pax to use the ILS, 

which will reduce the flight hours required to go to 

a different location, saving both time and money,” 

said Jason Zimmerman, the Level II IPTL for Shore 

Landing Systems at PMA-213, the program office 

that oversaw the installation. “The cost savings are 

estimated to be more than $8 million a year.”

Two more significant advantages of ILS are its 

low maintenance relative to some of the other sys-

tems in use that aid in precision landing, and its 

proximity to PMA-213, noted Palmer.

“Because of fewer parts with the system, it won’t 

go down for maintenance as much as the bigger, 

older systems we have, and having the ILS engi-

neering team down at Webster Outlying Field is a 

plus,” Palmer added. “If they need to take measure-

ments or want to check on the installation, it makes 

it so much easier, and the response they can pro-

vide if there is a problem is rapid fire. It’s very helpful 

in that aspect.”

The project was a team effort that required multi-

ple stakeholders working together to get the system 

in place at Pax River.

“And by having the system as a program of re-

cord, it will include the sustainment and training 

that was not available to the fleet before,” Zimmer-

man added. “To date, the plan is to have all the cur-

rent systems installed [Navywide] by 2028.”

By Donna Cipolloni
NAS Patuxent River Public Affairs

As Citadel Shield-Solid Curtain (CSSC) — the Navy’s annual an-

ti-terrorism, force protection exercise — plays out over this week and 

next, integrated agencies from across NAS Patuxent River are taking 

part in realistic scenarios designed to test and evaluate the emergen-

cy training and pre-planned response procedures already in place. It 

can also be an opportunity for personnel living and working onboard 

Pax River to refresh themselves with what they can do to help keep 

themselves safe as well as those around them, and how best to re-

spond when an emergency situation is taking place.

ACTIVE SHOOTER
Active shooter situations are unpredictable and evolve quickly 

and, most times, there is no pattern or method to their selection of 

victims. Individuals must be prepared both mentally and physically 

to deal with an active shooter situation and should an event ever oc-

cur, remember three things: evacuate, hide, and take action against 

the shooter.

When an active shooter is in vicinity

1. If there is an accessible escape path, attempt to evacuate the prem-

ises. Be sure to:

• Have an escape route and plan in mind beforehand

• Evacuate regardless of whether others agree to follow

• Leave your belongings behind

• Help others escape, if possible

• Prevent individuals from entering an area where the active shoot-

er may be

• Do not attempt to move wounded people

• Call 911 when you are safe

• Keep your hands visible

• Follow the instructions of any police officers you encounter

2. If evacuation is not possible, find a place to hide where the 

shooter is less likely to find you and attempt to prevent him from 

entering your hiding place.

• Be out of the shooter’s view

• In a room with a door that closes and locks, if possible

• Blockade the door with heavy furniture

• Silence your cell phone and/or pager; remain quiet

• Turn off any source of noise, such as radios, televisions

• Hide behind large items, such as cabinets, desks

• Dial 911, if possible, to alert police to the shooter’s location

• If you cannot speak, leave the line open and allow the dispatcher 

to listen

3. As a last resort, and only when your life is in imminent danger, 

attempt to disrupt and/or incapacitate the shooter by:

• Yelling and acting as aggressively as possible against them

• Throwing items and improvising weapons

• Committing to your actions

When law enforcement arrives

Law enforcement’s purpose is to stop the active shooter as soon 

as possible and officers will likely arrive in teams, wearing protective 

gear and carrying weapons.

• Officers may shout commands or push individuals to the ground 

for their safety

Pax airfield first to receive Navy’s newest instrument landing system

U.S. NAVY PHOTO

The Navy’s newest instrument landing system, expected to be fully operational 

at NAS Patuxent River by mid-February, utilizes radio beam signals interpreted 

by an aircraft’s computer systems which then relay the information to pilots, en-

abling them to make necessary corrections as they approach the runway.

CSSC prompts reminders for keeping ourselves, others safe
Citadel Shield-Solid Curtain underway 
Feb. 3-14
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An NAS Patuxent River master-at-arms answers an 

active shooter call during a 2018 Citadel Shield-Solid 

Curtain exercise.


