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53  |  42
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For more weather forecasts and information, visit www.weather.gov.

Army Voices 
present Santa

PHOTOS COURTESY OF TUSAB

A Soldier from Army Voices sings during the dress rehearsal Friday at DAR. TUSAB, Army Voices and the 
Drum and Fife Corps performed at the DAR Friday, Saturday and Sunday during a holiday festival concert. 
For more photos, please see Page 4.

By Thomas Brading
Army News Service 

Secretary of the Army 

Ryan McCarthy invited a 

top lawmaker to Fort Bel-

voir Dec. 2 to hear military 

Families’ concerns and 

observe housing issues in 

person.

Sen. Tim Kaine of Virgin-

ia, a member of the Senate 

Armed Services Commit-

tee, joined McCarthy for 

a first-hand look at living 

conditions on the Virgin-

ia installation. The duo’s 

visit came amid reports 

of mold, vermin and lead 

paint in military housing, 

and complaints of minimal 

response from privatized 

housing companies.

Beyond Virginia, more 

than 23,000 homes across 

the entire Army need to be 

recapitalized, McCarthy 

said.

The Army is “a people 

business,” he added. “Our 

people deserve a quality 

of life commensurate with 

their service, and we’re not 

going to stop until we get 

it right.”

Over the last 10 months, 

the Army has reorganized 

itself to complete that 

mission and “get it right,” 

McCarthy said.

First, the Army has made 

housing its top quality of 

life priority, he said. The 

service has identified flaws, 

held commander-driven 

town halls, created a 24-

hour help line to better 

gain feedback from Fami-

lies affected, and worked to 

regain the trust of Soldiers 

and their Families.

In addition, the Army 

has charged its chain of 

command — from the 

top-down — to help 

resolve housing concerns, 

he said.

For example, a four-star 

general from Army Mate-

riel Command, Gen. Gus 

Perna, was tasked earlier 

this year to oversee hous-

ing operations, and was 

given authority to withhold 

SecArmy, senator tour Belvoir 
amid housing concerns
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Secretary of the Army Ryan D. McCarthy visits with a Family at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, Dec. 2 to discuss housing issues.

By Malanya Westmoreland
JBM-HH Emergency  
Management Specialist

Editor’s note: This is part three of a 

three-part story series about preparedness 

during inclement weather.

It is important to understand that 

we all have a responsibility when it 

comes to life, health and safety. As a 

subject matter expert, I am obligated 

to help educate the community on 

why it is our responsibility to make 

sure we are prepared and remain safe 

during inclement weather.

In the past, society tended to dis-

regard the signs along the historical 

highway. The Department of Home-

land Security developed the five 

phases of emergency management to 

help assist all of us with the planning 

process. These phases are prevention, 

protection, mitigation, response and 

recovery.

For example, weather information is 

not always exact. We are past hurri-

cane season and fall has forwarded 

itself into winter. The northeast has 

received record amounts of snow with 

ice.

As the winter season approaches, it 

is obvious that preparation is need-

ed. As we all watch from around the 

country as certain areas endure the 

relenting wrath of Mother Nature, 

the question that some might ask is, 

“How do I prepare for something of 

that magnitude?” There are always 

pros and cons to everything, but it 

becomes, “what do you value?”

To help with preparing, the preven-

tion phase focuses on developing tan-

gible plans, training, hazard response 

plans and exercises that are specific to 

avoid, deter or stop a crime or threat. 

Since we can’t control the weather, we 

can minimize how much it will incon-

venience our lives.

The protection phase allows individ-

uals to plan for the worst-case scenar-

io by securing against acts of violence, 

man-made and natural disasters. For 

example, individuals should make 

sure they have de-icer for their drive-

way and trim trees around your home 

before bad weather arrives.

The mitigation phase eliminates or 

reduces loss of life and property dam-

age. For example, covering windows 

with plastic helps with insulating the 

home from draft and reduces the 

heating cost during winter months.

The response phase assists in sta-

bilizing an emergency when it hap-

pens. This is implemented by having 

a back-up generator during power 

outages due to fallen trees or other 

incidents.

The recovery phase assists in re-

storing normality after an emergen-

cy. This can be challenging at times 

when there is damage to homes and 

vehicles. However, having account-

ability of individuals and personal 

items are a good place to start after 

a disaster.

All these phases happen simultane-

ously and inadvertently before, during 

and after a disaster.

Emergency preparedness: 
What’s in it for me?
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