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Quality Family Dental Care
Serving theAndrews Community for 40 years!
Always welcoming new patients

- General Dentistry
- Cosmetic Dentistry
- Tooth Replacement & Implant Options
- Emergency Care
- Most major insurances accepted

Specials on Oral-B Electronic

Toothbrushes

Leonard Bers,DDS MAGD

9650 Marlboro Pike

Upper Marlboro,MD 20772
(Melwood Professional Center just outside of JBAndrews)

301-599-0303

DrBers.net

PLEASE ASK US
ABOUT OUR

TEETH BLEACHING
SPECIALS

Potomac Speedway
in Budds Creek, MD
Saturday, Sept. 10th & 17th2016

$5
Discount
per person for

Military Personnal
and family members

*must show ID

Adults: $18 • Children: (12 and under): $9
Children (3 and under): Free

First Event 7 PM | Free Parking | Gates open 5:30 PM

1-888-44-DERBY
SHLCDEMOLITIONDERBY.COM

Get an old car, be a derby driver!
4 classes, plus Youth Derby and Power Wheels

All net proceeds go to Silver Hill Lions Foundation charities

By BOBBY JONES

Staff Photojournalist

Editor’s Note: This story has been updated and cor-

rected from its previous version. We apologize for these 

errors.

Dr. Clifford Thomas, founder and chief instructor of 
We Lead by Example Inc. — Tae Kwon Do Ramblers 
Self-Defense Systems, has been a public servant in 
the Washington, D.C. and Prince George’s County 
communities, advocating for public safety since 1970.

Thomas openly recognized politicians, law officials 
and public leaders at his school during a Leading By 
Example awards ceremony held at the Bladensburg 
Community Center Aug. 27.

During the ceremony he also acknowledged WMATA 
anchor leadership and The Metro Transit Police De-
partment who work in unison to improve and ensure 
a safer transportation environment for all passengers.

“We want to award the leaders of the community for 
doing a brilliant job and a tough job. The police offi-
cers do a hell of a job, and a lot of these guys don’t get 
the recognition because they’re leading by example,” 
Thomas said. “We’re working with the police to keep 
our community safe and I wanted to show that to the 
youth.”

Thomas also took special note of the hard decisions 
that Paul J. Wiedefeld, the newly-seated general 
manager of the Washington Metropolitan Area Tran-
sit Authority, recently made when he shut down the 
WMATA for safety reasons.

The invited honorees thanked Thomas for his sup-
port of the community through his martial arts pro-
gram and spoke about the importance of stressing 
education to the youth.

“I was honored to receive this award and to acknowl-
edge the accomplishments of the youth is so import-
ant as well,” Wiedefeld said. “You can see the respect 
they have for him and for him to take the time to 
recognize them. So it was exciting to be here for that.”

Wiedefeld acknowledged the future challenges 
WMATA will face – promising to bring the transit 
system “back to where things need to be.”

Maryland Governor Larry Hogan and Lieutenant 
Governor Boyd K. Rutherford were also award win-
ners at the ceremony. Their award was accepted by 
Jimmy Rhee, Special Secretary of the Governor’s 
Office of Minority Affairs. Rhee is the son of Grand-
master Jhoon Rhee, known as the renowned “father 
of Tae Kwon Do.” Thomas, who began taking martial 
arts in 1964, was one of his first students.

“The Governor and Lieutenant Governor understand 
the positive effect that martial arts has on society,” 
Rhee said. “As a youngster growing up in a martial arts 
family, I remember people like Bruce Lee, Muhammad 
Ali and Chuck Norris stopping by our house working 
out with my father, exchanging techniques. I saw all 
of the passion and later success they had. Passion is 
a critical attribute to have. Martial arts is not being a 
black belt and throwing kicks and punches. It’s about 
translating and transferring the skills you’ve learned.”

Bladensburg Mayor Walter James attended the 
awards event in support of his wife, Kisha D. James. 
Mayor James noted that while each organization is 
different and plays its own role, they make up one 
community base.

“To see this partnership and all the great work Dr. 
Thomas does working with the young people is encour-
aging,” James said. “Being a leader, Dr. Thomas has the 
heart of a servant, and he really believes in serving.”

Thomas stressed while it was important to recog-
nize the support of local elected and law officials it 
was imperative to recognize the academic accom-
plishments of his students.

At the conclusion of the awards ceremony Thomas 

asked all of the students who made their school honor 
roll for all four school advisories to stand and be rec-
ognized. Thomas keeps track of each student’s report 
card from kindergarten through high school. Approx-
imately 30 of his students whose ages ranged from 
3-years-old to 17-years-old stood proudly. Each honor 
roll student was given $30 for their academic success.

Other honored guests receiving awards included 
Kisha D. James, First Lady, Town of Bladensburg, 
accompanied by her husband, Mayor Walter James, 
Capt. Jason L. Fisher, Seat Pleasant Police Depart-
ment, Chief Elliott W. Gibson, Sr., District Heights 
Police Department, Chief Henry P. Stawinski, Prince 
George’s County Police Department and retired Chief 
Charles Owens, Bladensburg Police Department. Lt. 
Tracy D. Stone, acting Bladensburg chief of police, re-
ceived an award and also accepted an award on behalf 
of Chief Owens. Malcolm Augustine, WMATA board 
member, accepted an award on behalf of Chief Ronald 
A. Pavlik, Jr., Metro Transit Police Department.

Bladensburg martial arts school commends 
elected and law enforcement officials 
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Chief Elliott W. Gibson, Sr., District Heights Po-

lice Department, addresses martial arts stu-

dents from We lead By Example Inc. — Tae Kwon 

Do Ramblers Self-Defense Systems during an 

awards ceremony Aug. 27.
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Tae Kwon Do Ramblers Self-Defense Systems students are recognized 

for their academic achievement along side elected and public officials at 

the conclusion of the Leading By Example awards ceremony held at their 

school in Bladensburg Aug. 27.


