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By C. Todd Lopez
Defense.gov

Although Iranian missiles 

damaged equipment and infra-

structure at U.S. and ally-occu-

pied military installations in Iraq 

Jan. 7, training and defensive 

readiness paid off in no lives 

being lost, the chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff said.

“There’s sirens that go off on 

these bases ... There’s bunkers 

and jersey barriers, and there’s 

places to go hide and all that,” 

said Army Gen. Mark A. Milley 

told reporters at the Pentagon 

Jan. 8.

Milley and Defense Secre-

tary Dr. Mark T. Esper briefed 

reporters after spending most of 

the day on Capitol Hill talking 

with lawmakers.

“We have various levels of 

protective gear, and we have 

various scatter plans that do cer-

tain things,” the chairman said. 

“They are all tactics, techniques 

and procedures — normal de-

fensive procedures that any mil-

itary unit would do that would 

come under rocket attack, 

indirect fire, mortars, large-scale 

missiles, etc. So in this particular 

case, Al Asad is a big base — 

they put 11 large rockets (with) 

1,000-, 2,000-pound warheads 

in them — but we took suffi-

cient defensive measures that 

there were no casualties to U.S. 

personnel, coalition personnel, 

contractors or Iraqis.”

Esper said good discussions 

took place on Capitol Hill.

“We covered a number of 

issues in both the House and 

Senate, everything ranging from 

authorities and imminence, all 

the way though force posture, 

next steps, etc.,” he said. “So 

a very good discussion, a very 

robust discussion, and you know 

I thought it was a good chance 

for all of us to kind of share our 

views and to consult on next 

steps.”

The secretary said Iran 

launched 16 ballistic missiles 

into Iraq. He said he believes the 

missiles were short-range ballis-

tic missiles and that the missiles 

landed in at least two spots. 

Both landing spots were Iraqi 

military bases that played host to 

American and coalition forces, 

including service members from 

the United Kingdom, Denmark 

and Canada.

At least 11 of the 16 missiles 

struck at Al Asad Air Base, 

about 175 miles from Iraq’s 

border with Iran, and about 115 

miles from Baghdad. At least 

one missile also hit at a military 

installation near Irbil, Iraq, some 

200 miles north of Baghdad and 

about 60 miles from the border 

with Iran.

The secretary said the cur-

rent battle damage assessment 

includes loss of such things as 

tents, taxiways, parking lots and 

damage to a helicopter, but 

“nothing I would describe as 

major, at least as I know it at this 

point in time.”

While no lives were lost, Milley 

said, he believes the Iranians 

intended to cause deaths.

“The points of impact were 

close enough to personnel and 

equipment ... that I believe, 

based on what I saw and what I 

know, is that they were intend-

ed to cause structural damage, 

destroy vehicles and equipment 

and aircraft, and to kill person-

nel,” Milley said. “That’s my 

own personal assessment.”

Esper and Milley said profes-

sional intelligence analysts are 

working on a final assessment.

The secretary said he remains 

cautious about drawing any 

conclusion that if the Iranians 

intended to kill Americans and 

did not accomplish that during 

the attack, they may consider 

the attempt a failure and try 

again.

“I think we have just got to 

assess the situation,” he said. 

“Let’s see what they are say-

ing publicly, see what they are 

saying privately, look at our 

intelligence, all those things. We 

are not going to do anything 

imprudent ... These are serious 

times, and we take things one 

step at a time.”

Joint Chiefs chairman: Defensive measures 
prevented casualties in Iranian attack
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Soldiers drive military vehicles to an explosives range at Al Asad Air Base, Iraq, Nov. 29, 2019. Explosive ord-
nance disposal Soldiers use these ranges to provide controlled disposal of explosive ordnance.

By USAREC Public Affairs

A number of fraudulent text mes-

sages informing individuals they have 

been selected for a military draft have 

circulated throughout the country 

last week.

U.S. Army Recruiting Command 

received multiple calls and emails 

about these fake text messages and 

wanted to ensure Americans under-

stand these texts are false and were 

not initiated by this command or the 

U.S. Army.

The decision to enact a draft is not 

made at or by U.S. Army Recruiting 

Command. The Selective Service 

System, a separate agency outside of 

the Department of Defense, is the or-

ganization that manages registration 

for the Selective Service.

“The Selective Service System 

is conducting business as usual,” 

according to the Selective Service 

System’s official Facebook page. “In 

the event that a national emergency 

necessitates a draft, Congress and the 

president would need to pass official 

legislation to authorize a draft.”

The draft has not been in effect 

since 1973. The military has been an 

all-volunteer force since that time. 

Registering for the Selective Service 

does not enlist a person into the 

military.

Army recruiting operations are pro-

ceeding as normal.

For information about volunteering 

to serve in the U.S. Army, please con-

tact a local Army recruiting office.

Army Recruiting discredits 
military draft texts
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U.S. Army Recruiting Command identifies fraudulent text messages concerning military 
draft and want to ensure Americans understand they are false.

Connecting fitness with combat readiness

RIGHT: A Soldier with the 3d U.S. 
Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard) 
does deadlifts during a Army Com-
bat Fitness Test training on Joint 
Base Myer-Henderson Hall, Jan. 
7. The fitness test is designed to 
improve unit readiness and a Sol-
dier’s combat effectiveness. The 
training focused on how to grade, 
proper form and standards for 
testing lanes.
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LEFT: A Soldier with the 3d U.S. 
Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard) 
does leg tucks during an Army 
Combat Fitness Test training on 
Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall, 
Jan. 7. The fitness test is designed 
to improve unit readiness and a 
Soldier’s combat effectiveness. 
The training focused on how to 
grade, proper form and standards 
for testing lanes.
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