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By Jim Dresbach
Pentagram Staff Writer

An acting deputy assis-

tant secretary of the Army 

received a room-to-room 

and wall-to-wall tour of the 

Defense Department’s larg-

est childhood development 

center July 17.

Maj. Gen. Tammy Smith, 

acting deputy assistant sec-

retary of the Army, military 

personnel and quality of 

life, was guided through 

the halls and classrooms of 

Joint Base Myer-Henderson 

Hall’s Cody Child Devel-

opment Center by CDC 

leaders and staff members. 

Smith’s interests in the 

JBM-HH CDC ranged 

from daily operations, 

student routines to staff 

diversity at the Department 

of Defense’s largest child 

development center.

“She asked a lot of great 

questions,” said CDC 

assistant director Jennifer 

Rodgers, who accompanied 

Smith on the tour. “Toward 

the end, she was asking 

what some of our struggles 

were and how she could 

help advocate for us. She 

seemed really interested 

in what we were talking 

about. For us, this is very 

every day, but with her, it is 

interesting to see (a per-

spective) of someone who 

has never been involved in 

child care.”

Smith’s involvement in 

Army missions saw her 

stationed from Fort Belvoir, 

Virginia, to Panama to a 

deployment in Afghanistan. 

She received her commis-

sion in 1986 and joined the 

Quartermaster Corps and 

has been a commanding 

general at Fort Benning, 

Georgia, and Korea.

During the second half 

of the CDC tour, Smith 

took the opportunity to 

mingle with preschool class 

students during a reading 

circle and before a sing-a-

long.

“We always talk about 

the resiliency of our Army 

children, and I now have 

much greater insight about 

what the role these child 

development centers play in 

the resiliency of our Army 

children,” Smith said. “The 

engagement of everybody 

who was here (was impres-

sive). There was such a high 

level of engagement. I was 

also impressed with the di-

versity of both the children 

who were here and all of 

the staff. There’s somebody 

who looks like you no mat-

ter what room you’re in.”

The staff showed Smith 

the latest National Associ-

ation for the Education of 

Young Children accredi-

tation earned by the CDC 

as staff members finished 

breakfast clean up and 

received students during 

a busy stint in the day’s 

schedule.

The Cody CDC on JBM-

HH is the largest child 

development center in the 

Defense Department and 

has an enrollment of close 

to 400 children and a staff 

of 145 people. Enrollees 

are mostly military children 

whose parents work at the 

Pentagon or in the Military 

District of Washington.

Pentagram Staff Writer Jim 

Dresbach can be reached at 

jdresbach@dcmilitary.com.

Pentagon general tours JBM-HH CDC
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Above: Maj. Gen. Tammy Smith, 
acting deputy assistant secretary 
of the Army, military personnel 
and quality of life, sits in during 
a classroom session with pre-
schooler Kaliya Davis in the mid-
dle of an informal visit to Joint 
Base Myer-Henderson Hall’s 
Cody Child Development Center 
July 17. The CDC staff gave Smith 
and her team a tour of the educa-
tional facility where close to 400 
military children attend each day.

Left: Joint Base Myer-Hender-
son Hall Commander Col. Kim-
berly Peeples (center) and joint 
base Family and Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation Director Denise 
James (right) welcome Maj. Gen. 
Tammy Smith, acting deputy as-
sistant secretary of the Army, mil-
itary personnel and quality of life, 
to Cody Child Development Cen-
ter July 17. Smith had the oppor-
tunity to meet staff, take a tour of 
classrooms and rub elbows with 
some of the CDC’s almost 400 
students.

By Catrina Francis
Pentagram Editor

On July 17, Mary Karl, the 

niece of the late Col. Joseph 

Conmy, visited Joint Base 

Myer-Henderson Hall and 

was recognized by Col. Kim-

berly A. Peeples, the com-

mander of the joint base, at a 

reception prior to attending 

Twilight Tattoo in the build-

ing named after her uncle.

Karl wasn’t aware a building 

on JBM-HH had been named 

after her late uncle. When 

she returned from a trip to 

Florida, she decided to visit 

the base because it had been 

a while since she had been 

here and she wanted to take a 

stroll down memory lane.

“I saw Conmy Hall and 

I couldn’t believe it, it was 

amazing to me,” she said 

about seeing a building 

named after her uncle. “I 

hadn’t talk to my cousins in 

a little bit, and I didn’t know 

when they had (named the 

building after her uncle).”

Although Karl was born af-

ter her uncle served in World 

War II, she remembers him 

talking about serving in Viet-

nam and how proud he was 

to be a graduate of the United 

States Military Academy.

Karl first visited Fort Myer 

in the 1960s when her uncle 

was the commander of the 3d 

Infantry. She recalled visiting 

the John F. Kennedy eternal 

flame and touring the post. 

She added that Conmy’s fa-

ther also commanded the 3rd 

Infantry and he was proud 

to command a unit that was 

once led by his father.

“He always wanted to follow 

in his (father’s) path, which 

was very special for him,” 

explained Karl. “That made 

(my uncle) extremely proud.”

Karl said Conmy was very 

proud of his service in World 

War II, Korean and Vietnam 

wars. Conmy was in charge 

during the Vietnam battle at 

Hamburger Hill. Once he 

retired, he wrote an article 

about that battle.

“He was very beloved by his 

troops (and) he was a very 

conscientious commander,” 

said Karl. “He mentioned 

(the Vietnam War) a lot and 

how his men felt it was a hard 

time. He talked about Ham-

burger Hill a lot, (it was) very 

controversial.

“The last war was extreme-

ly difficult for him because 

he saw so many of his men 

die and that of course wasn’t 

easy. He cared a lot for his 

men. There was one time 

they didn’t have socks and he 

made sure they were going to 

get them. He was very proud 

of his whole time (in the 

Army).”

According to a Washington 

Post article, the action at 

Hamburger Hill remains one 

of the controversial episodes 

of the war. Critics in Con-

gress and elsewhere cited it as 

an example of the Army using 

outmoded tactics and taking 

high casualties against an elu-

sive guerrilla enemy without 

gaining anything of value.

But, Conmy had a differ-

ent opinion than Congress, 

especially since he served and 

lost men during that battle. 

Conmy remained silent on 

the dispute until 1989, when 

he published a commentary 

on it in The Washington Post, 

according to the Washington 

Post. Far from being a useless 

loss of life, he said, it resulted 

in U.S. forces gaining con-

trol of the Ashau Valley and 

Conmy’s niece visits base, attends Twilight Tattoo

PHOTO BY MIKE HOWARD

(left to right) Command Sgt. Edwin Brooks, the command sergeant major for the 3d Infantry Regiment (The 
Old Guard), Mary Karl, the late Col. Joseph B. Conmy’s niece, and her husband Daniel Martin converse during 
the commander’s reception at Patton Hall before the July 17 Twilight Tattoo.

COURTESY PHOTO

A scene from “The Gardens of Stone” which was filmed in Bldg. 59. 
This scene was filmed in the office that is currently used by Joint Base 
Myer-Henderson Hall Command Sgt. Maj. Stephen Harris. The late Col. 
Joseph Conmy was a consultant to this movie.
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