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By AIRMAN 1ST CLASS JALENE A. BROOKS

11th Wing Public Affairs

Airman 1st Class Nala Cormier was 11 years old 

on the day she heard sudden, frantic noises of hyste-

ria and dismay outside her Church Point, Louisiana, 

home. She followed the sounds until she found the 

source – her older sister holding her toddler son in 

her arms, wailing.

“A drunk driver swerved into our yard,” Cormier 

said. “They hit my nephew and kept driving. He was 

only three years old. He didn’t make it.”

Today, Cormier, a medical technician at the 11th 

Medical Group here, serves as the Andrews Against 

Drunk Driving president. She said the loss of her 

young nephew has fueled her passion for preventing 

similar tragedies.

“I saw how much hurt my family was put through 

because of a drunk driver,” she said. “And I don’t want 

anyone to have to go through that simply because one 

of our Airmen felt like they had no other way home.”

When she arrived here in March 2017, she imme-

diately began the process of reinstituting the bases’ 

designated driver program that had been inactive for 

approximately a year prior.

“After I met with my first sergeant, I found out 

we didn’t have an AADD on base,” said Cormier. “I 

thought; ‘Ok, why not? Let’s get it started.”

Since then, she’s been able to round-up a small 

team of volunteers, and designate a vice president, 

two drivers and a dispatcher. After receiving approv-

al from the proper channels, they were able to start 

responding to calls in late 2017.

By ARTHUR MONDALE

DC Military contributing writer

Chaplains are religious ministry and 

counseling professionals who support 

the spiritual, moral and ethical resil-

ience of Airmen wherever they may be. 

They’re also mentors, particularly to 

those closest to them.

“I was raised in the church – Bi-

By BOBBY JONES

Staff Photojournalist

It was a living time capsule as hun-

dreds of volunteer re-enactors sprawled 

across the Patuxent River Park dressed 

in period-accurate military and civilian 

U.S. and international clothing, dat-

ing from the 1400s to 20th century, 

bringing 2,000 years of history to life 

in Upper Marlboro Apr. 14 -15. Living 

through the Ages is held the second 

weekend of April each year.

Sponsored by the Maryland National 

Capital Park and Planning Commis-

sion, the annual, rain or shine, two-day 

event is a multi-period time line event 

that gave hundreds of Marylanders a 

historical up close look at 35 historic 

time periods.

“This is the only event like it in the 

DC area,” said Dan Gilbert event orga-

nizer dressed in 18th century Highland 

kilt. “You have volunteer re-enactors 

during different time periods here, but 

the World War I guys go to WWI events, 

the WWII guys go to WWII events, etc. 

We do a little weird piece of history 

called Scottish Jackobites, from 1745; 

so our home base is Scottish games and 

Keltic Festivals,” said Gilbert.

Gilbert explained the event was for-

merly called ‘Marching through Time’ 

Airman revives JBA 
designated driver program
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Airman 1st Class Nala Cormier, 11th Medical 

Group medical technician and president of An-

drews Against Drunk Driving, poses for a photo 

in Washington, D.C., March 26. The base’s des-

ignated driver program was nonfunctional for 

nearly a year before Cormier volunteered to 

lead it.

DC ANG Chaplain on 
mentorship, inclusion, 
diversity, support
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At center, Lt. Col. Myrtle Bowen, 

wing chaplain for the DC Air Nation-

al Guard, meets with her staff to dis-

cuss “resiliency and readiness” at 

Joint Base Andrews on April 15. In 

addition to supporting religious ob-

servances, the team also promotes 

a culturally, racially and religiously 

diverse environment.

see CHAPLAIN, page 8

see DRIVER, page 12

M-NCCPC sponsors historical 
living time capsule
Hundreds of re-enactors 
capture 2000 Years of living 
History
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An audience observes as members from 7th Maryland Regiment, Com-

pany A, collect their weapons for a demonstration.

see REENACTMENT, page 4


