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Gen. David H. Berger, commandant of the Marine Corps, and Sgt. Maj. Troy E. Black, sergeant major of the Marine Corps, lead a 
formation run of more than 300 Marines on the Marine Corps’ 244th birthday, Nov. 5.

By Marisol Rivera
Henderson Hall Public Affairs Office

On Nov. 5, the Marine Corps began its 
weeklong festivities, which lead up to the 
celebration of its 244th birthday.

The celebration began with a motiva-
tional run, which began on Joint Base 
Myer-Henderson Hall alongside Arlington 
National Cemetery and ended at the Iwo 
Jima War Memorial, where more than 300 
Marines from Headquarters and Service 
Battalion, Headquarters Marine Corps, 
Henderson Hall joined the Commandant 
of the Marine Corps Gen. David H. Berger 
and Sgt. Maj. of the Marine Corps Troy E. 
Black.

The sergeant major emphasized the role 
the Marine Corps had in history and in 
current times; he also discussed how each 
Marine, overseas and in past times, at-
tributed to the overall success of the Corps.

“Most significantly running alongside 
the Arlington (National) Cemetery, taking 
time to remember those who have led the 
way and those who are forgotten; today we 
run in their honor,” said Black.

The run ended with a few words from 
both parties and a loud “war cry” that 
echoed throughout the base.

Commandant, sergeant major of Marine Corps 
kickoff birthday, celebrate 244 years of tradition 

By U.S. Army

After eight months of efforts and 
initiatives across the Army to improve 
housing conditions, residents of U.S. 
Army family housing will have another 
chance to rate the quality of housing 
and housing services in 2019 as the 
Army prepares to launch two more 
surveys — one on Army-owned and 
leased housing, and one on privatized 
housing.

The surveys were emailed Nov. 7 for 
Army-managed housing and Tuesday 
for privatized housing. CEL & Asso-
ciates Inc., an independent third-par-
ty organization, will administer the 
survey for the Army. The email will be 
from ArmyHousingSurvey@celasso-
ciates.com. Earlier this year, CEL & 
Associates emailed housing surveys to 
nearly 100,000 residents.

The purpose of the surveys, both 
of which will be open through Dec. 
13, is to receive firsthand accounts of 
what Soldiers and their Families find 
important in Army housing and to 
gauge satisfaction with property-man-
agement services.

The housing surveys will be used 
to find areas that are top priorities to 
residents, to identify which areas are 
successful or need improvement, and 
to determine where funding could 
have the most effect, according to Lt. 
Gen. Jason Evans, Army DCS G-9.

“The Army will improve homes, 
communities and customer service 
— from Army housing staff and the 
private housing management compa-
nies — through the candid feedback 
we receive from our Soldiers and their 
Families,” Evans said.

Army housing officials hope for a 
high participation rate, which will 
provide a more accurate depiction of 
resident satisfaction and of changes 
that have been implemented over the 
past eight months.

All surveys are confidential and the 
reporting structure ensures that the 
Army will not see responses unless 
CEL is satisfied that participants’ ano-
nymity is retained.

Residents who have not received 
an email with the survey link by Nov. 
18 should contact their local housing 
offices.

Army to launch additional housing satisfaction surveys
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After eight months of efforts and initiatives across the Army to improve housing condi-
tions, residents of U.S. Army family housing will have another chance to rate the quality of 
housing and housing services in 2019.

Making a difference
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An Airman reads to students from Barcroft Elementary School during its day of service Friday. Henderson Hall’s Marines and other service members assisted students with their 
community service projects. For story and photos, please see Pages 6 and 7.


