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By Terri Moon Cronk
DOD News

The United States continues to deploy 

and reposition troops throughout the 

region of Iraq and Iran to bolster U.S. 

security and force protection and to be 

prepared for any contingency, Defense 

Secretary Dr. Mark T. Esper said.

“Over the last several days, I’ve had 

many conversations with our partners 

and allies about the situation in Iraq and 

the region,” the secretary told reporters 

at an impromptu Pentagon news confer-

ence Monday.

“It’s been uniform support for our posi-

tion and our actions, and I continue to 

convey to them the importance we con-

tinue to place on the defeat-ISIS posi-

tion,” Esper said of the U.S. drone attack 

that killed Gen. Qassem Soleimani, the 

head of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 

Corps’ elite Quds Force, one of the most 

powerful figures in the region.

Deterring Iran from its bad behavior 

and standing up to that behavior has 

been going on for 40-plus years, the sec-

retary added.

“And … we remain prepared for any 

contingency with regard to Iran,” he said.

The U.S. message is that the ball is 

in Iran’s court, and the United States 

encourages Iran to de-escalate the situa-

tion, Esper said, adding that the United 

States is open to discussing issues and 

having a more normal relationship with 

Iran.

U.S. continues to deploy, reposition 
troops in Middle East, Esper says 
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A U.S. Marine with 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines, assigned to the Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force-Crisis Response-Cen-
tral Command 19.2, stands post during the reinforcement of the Baghdad Embassy Compound in Iraq, Saturday. The SPMAGTF-
CR-CC is a quick reaction force, prepared to deploy a variety of capabilities across the region.see MIDDLE EAST, page 5

By Catrina Francis
Pentagram Editor

See something, say something 

has become a recognizable phrase 

that’s often uttered by those who 

work for the Department of De-

fense. But, it’s more than a phrase, 

it should become a way of life for 

those who live and work on Joint 

Base Myer-Henderson Hall or the 

National Capital Region.

“If it doesn’t feel right, it’s better 

to be safe than sorry,” said Malan-

ya Westmoreland, JBM-HH emer-

gency management specialist. “If 

you see someone acting suspicious-

ly, taking pictures outside places 

they shouldn’t be taking pictures . 

taking pictures to access entries to 

the installation (or) how the instal-

lation is vetting personnel coming 

(say something). If I see something 

out of the ordinary, let the security 

person at the gate know. Tell them, 

‘hey, I saw this I’m not sure what’s 

going on, you might want to inves-

tigate, check it out.’ Give them the 

five Ws.”

Although things have changed in 

certain parts of the world, it has 

been business as usual on JBM-

HH. One change has been access 

and who has to show identification 

to gain access to the base. When 

entering the base, everyone 16 

years and older must show a DOD 

ID card. If the driver or passenger 

do not have one he or she will be 

referred to the JBM-HH Visitors 

Center and will have to go through 

the search lane, said Westmoreland.

When a person goes to the Vis-

itors Center, they show their ID 

and are usually given a pass and 

they must disclose their purpose 

for coming on the installation, said 

Westmoreland.

“For example, contractors who 

don’t have a DOD ID will go to 

the Visitors Center to be vetted,” 

she said.

Although extra security has been 

added, Westmoreland pointed out 

that it’s vital that everyone on base 

remain vigilant.

She said that everyone should be 

mindful of making sure their ID 

card isn’t visible because that can 

make them become a target.

“Be mindful with your ID when 

you leave the installation going to 

lunch,” she said about Soldiers and 

DOD employees. “(Secure) your 

ID, you never know who’s watch-

ing you.”

When Soldiers or DA civilians are 

on or off the base, Westmoreland 

said they should also practice oper-

ational security and not talk about 

what’s going on at work or about 

where they work.

“If we see someone who is not 

exercising those attributes of 

OPSEC we have to remind them 

about OPSEC,” Westmoreland 

said.

She added that everyone should 

be aware of false information on 

social media. Westmoreland said 

it’s important for individuals to 

conduct research and compare 

news from different outlets for va-

lidity because a lot of people have 

been phishing for information.

“Monitor your organizational 

social media platforms for any 

derogatory or threatening language 

related to the current situation that 

was/is directed at NCR units, bas-

es, facilities or personnel -military 

or civilian,” said Vihn Cayton, the 

JBM-HH antiterrorism officer.

Although it might seem to be 

cliché, everyone has a role to play 

in OPSEC — so please, if “you see 

something, say something.”

Pentagram Editor Catrina Francis 

can be reached at catrina.s.francis2.

civ@mail.mil.

See something, 
say something 
is everyone’s 
responsibility


