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By Donna Cipolloni
NAS Patuxent River Public Affairs

As we all know, the COVID-19 pandemic is im-

pacting communities across the globe, and the 

annual Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) — 

the official workplace giving program of the fed-

eral government — is an easy way to contribute 

to charities that help people in need, whether in-

ternationally or right here in our own hometown.

The Chesapeake Bay Area CFC was officially 

kicked off at NAS Patuxent River Sept. 21. There 

are thousands of vetted nonprofit charitable or-

ganizations in the CFC, and funds raised each 

year help those in need throughout the world, 

across the nation, or around the corner. In ad-

dition to pledging money, federal workers can 

also pledge volunteer service hours.

“Through the annual Combined Feder-

al Campaign, members of the federal family 

demonstrate that our commitment to public 

service extends far beyond the work-

place,” wrote Office of Personnel 

Management Acting Di-

rector Michael J. Rigas, 

in a memorandum 

released in Septem-

ber. “Last year, fed-

eral employees 

and retirees vol-

untarily partici-

pating in the CFC 

pledged more 

than $86.4 million 

to thousands of 

local, national and 

international causes 

in both funds and volun-

teer time.”

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 

this year’s CFC effort is being conducted 

virtually, with each command appointing “key 

workers” whose responsibilities include keep-

ing leadership informed, notifying per-

sonnel electronically, connect-

ing via social media, and 

answering questions.

“Because so many 

commands are tele-

working, the key 

worker at each 

tenant com-

mand is going 

to send emails 

to personnel,” ex-

plained Pax River 

CFC Coordinator, 

Fire Controlman 1st 

Class Jessica Barreto 

Mora. “Each key worker 

is in charge of reaching out 

to their own command to pro-

vide the necessary information.”

Individuals who wish to find a charity, or make 

a contribution, can easily do so online at https://

cbacfc.givecfc.org. Donors who still prefer using 

a paper pledge can contact their command’s 

CFC key worker, or reach out to Barreto Mora.

Last year, participating personnel at Pax River 

contributed nearly $138, 000 to the campaign. 

Overall, in the past 59 years, members of the 

federal community have contributed more 

than $8.4 billion to help those in need, accord-

ing to the givecfc.org website.

“Each week we’ve been posting about differ-

ent causes and we want you to donate to a char-

ity that speaks to you,” Barreto Mora said. “We 

hope to make the world a different place, one 

charity at a time.”

For the answers to any CFC questions, or 

for more information about the campaign, 

contact Barreto Mora at Jessica.barretomor-

ra@navy.mil or by phone at 424-240-3770; or 

email Sharon Cenate at Sharon.cenate@navy.

mil. Follow the Chesapeake Bay Area CFC on 

Facebook at www.facebook.com/cbacfc/

By Paul Lagasse
Naval Test Wing Atlantic Communications

A team of pilots and engineers from Air Test and 

Evaluation Squadron (HX) 21 joined colleagues 

from other Navy and Marine Corps commands to 

conduct MV-22 Osprey landing and ship compat-

ibility tests aboard the amphibious transport dock 

USS New York (LPD 21). The testing also includ-

ed the first shipboard landings for the Navy’s new 

CMV-22B Carrier Onboard Delivery (COD) vari-

ant of the Osprey.

Over the course of the 10-day detachment in July, 

the test team flew 180 shipboard approaches and 

landings, totaling just under 45 hours of flight test-

ing, to develop a better understanding of how pilots 

can successfully avoid the effects of a phenomenon 

called “recirculation” when flying to and from ships. 

Recirculation occurs when the downwash from the 

aircraft’s rotors is reflected off a ship’s deck back into 

the rotors’ rotation arc, causing the aircraft to sud-

denly lose lift.

The team performed low-power-margin testing, 

and developed procedures for day and night ap-

proaches that would minimize the effects of recir-

culation. The outcome of this testing was to identify 

better control limits for the aircraft, and develop 

guidance and procedures that will improve safety 

for the MV-22 fleet. The testing clearly demonstrat-

ed the value of developmental testing.

“We hit 100% of the high priority test points,” said 

Marine Corps Maj. Nathaniel Ross, HX-21’s oper-

ations officer. “And even with a whole lot of smart 

people working on our test plan to help us under-

stand the interactions between the ship and the 

aircraft, when we actually got out to the ship and 

began flying the test points, we still found things (is-

sues) that we weren’t necessarily looking for, or ex-

pecting to find. But, we were able to adjust our test 

plan quickly, to account for them, which allowed us 

to make recommendations to the class desk for en-

velope adjustments.”

Teamwork was crucial to the success of the 

mission, Ross said. Most of the people on the test 

team, which numbered 50 pilots and engineers at 

its peak, had served together on a previous detach-

ment, so they had already learned to work together. 

The test program involved members of Marine He-

licopter Squadron (HMX) 1 based at Marine Corps 

Base Quantico, Virginia; Marine Heavy Helicopter 

Squadron (HMH) 464 based at Marine Corps Air 

Station New River, Jacksonville, North Carolina; 

and Expeditionary Strike Group 2 based in Norfolk, 

Virginia.

Ross identified the leadership and crew of New 

York for particular praise. “From the captain all the 

way down to the people pulling the chocks and 

chains, everyone understood the importance of 

this test and how the lessons learned from it will 

save lives,” Ross said. “The whole crew understood 

and embraced that. It was pretty amazing to watch.”

During the detachment HX-21’s CMV-22B COD 

aircraft made two delivery trips to New York, ferry-

ing maintainers and their supplies. Normally a test 

team and their equipment would be loaded aboard 

a ship pierside; but because New York was under-

way at the outset, everything for the tests had to be 

flown to and from the ship.

“The CMV-22B is a great choice for that mission,” 

said Navy Lt. Gavin Kurey, a test pilot and project 

officer at HX-21 who flew the first of the two COD 

trips to New York with the squadron’s then-com-

manding officer, Lt. Col. John Ennis, and crew 

chief Brian Neseth. “As we were planning the test 
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‘Blackjacks’ test MV-22s on USS New York (LPD 21)
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Boatswain’s Mate (Handling) 3rd Class Lorenzo Moreno, assigned to the amphib-

ious transport dock ship USS New York (LPD 21), signals to an MV-22 Osprey at-

tached to the Blackjacks of Air Test and Evaluation Squadron (HX) 21 on July 20.


