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By JULIA LEDOUX

DC Military Staff Writer

Editor’s note: This is the second part of a three-part 

series on the nation’s opioid addiction crisis. Part I 

discussed the military health care system’s response 

to the crisis. Part III will discuss Department of Vet-

erans Affairs response.

The gates that protect military installations can 

keep out a lot of unauthorized things, like individuals 

and vehicles.

What the gates can’t keep out are opioids and the 

effect they are having on service members, their Fam-

ilies, veterans, and the civilian community. Opioids 

are natural or synthetic chemicals that reduce the 

feeling of pain. More than 100 people die each day 

in the United States as a result of overdosing on the 

drugs. The high incidence of opioid abuse is now con-

sidered a public health crisis in the country.

“Opioids do have medical value,” said JBH-HH 

Army Substance Abuse Counselor George Suber. “It 

does bring some danger if you misuse it.”

According to a fact sheet provided by the Arling-

ton Police Department, opioid-related incidents and 

overdoses have been on the increase across the na-

tion since 2010. Arlington, however, seems to be im-

mune from the crisis until 2016, when there was an 

uptick in the number of opioid-related incidents in 

the county.

“People who are pretty much in middle class Amer-

ica are pretty much abusing pharmaceutical drugs,” 

said Suber. “They can’t get a resupply from the phar-

macy and go to the street side and get something for 

one time use that (can possibly) kill them because it’s 

mixed with Fentanyl,” he said.

Percocet, OxyContin, and Vicodin are among the 

most commonly prescribed opioids in the United 

States, he said.

Opioids impacting military, civilian community

By COL. E. JOHN TEICHERT

As my time here at Joint 

Base Andrews winds down, 

I’ve been thinking about 

the great things we’ve been 

able to accomplish together 

with our amazing communi-

ty partners. As I leave this 

incredible place, I want to 

use this last opportunity to 

thank our friends outside 

the gate for your enduring 

support of our Airmen, Sail-

ors, Soldiers and Marines 

over these last two years.

That support has been in-

strumental in our ability to 

get the mission done. You are 

the teachers who educate our 

children. You’re the police 

officers and security guards 

who keep our service mem-

bers safe when they leave 

the installation. You’re the 

cashiers who offer a military 

discount because we forgot to 

ask, and the fellow patrons 

who thank us for our service.

Let me make it clear: Our 

service is our pleasure, and 

it’s you we have to thank.

We are (mostly) just like 

you. When we take off the 

uniform, we eat, laugh, pray, 

and have fun along with you. 

You are our friends and our 

neighbors, and whether you 

know it or not, you’re a big 

part of Team Andrews.

Teammates work together in 

both good times and challeng-

ing times, and our community 

relationship has always been 

a great example of that. You 

were there when the Air Force 

Band and Honor Guard per-

formed around the region on 

patriotic holidays. You were 

there as first responders when 

an Andrews’ pilot had to eject 

from his F-16 over Clinton. 

Your kids are there when our 

service members visit schools 

on career days, and your local 

representatives are at the air-

craft noise abatement meet-

ings when we explain our fly-

ing operations.

Joint Base Andrews is a 

busy place these days. We con-

duct more than 10,000 total 

sorties annually, with 15 dif-

ferent types of aircraft. Every 

week, we facilitate several VIP 

flights including the president, 

vice president, cabinet mem-

bers and other senior govern-

ment and military leaders. 

JBA is often where foreign 

leaders land, and is therefore 

their first experience on Amer-

ican soil. That’s why we are 

America’s Airfield.

Since I arrived here in 2016, 

we’ve deployed more than 

1,900 people to 82 locations 

around the world, where our 

people helped fight terror-

ism in the Middle East and 

brought humanitarian aid to 

Puerto Rico. And here at home, 

JBA personnel were intimate-

ly involved in huge events in 

and around the NCR, such as 

the presidential inauguration 

and the homecoming of Amer-

icans who were detained in 

North Korea.

Those are the kinds of mis-

sions your support enables, 

from the Andrews Alliance, 

to the officials of Prince 

George’s County, to our fed-

eral leaders, to the citizens 

of our community.

Thank you for making 

Joint Base Andrews such an 

important and welcome part 

of this community. Thank 

you for making this truly 

a team. And thank you for 

working together to serve 

this great community and 

this great country.

By BOBBY JONES

Staff Photojournalist

On July 7, the Women Veterans 

Transitioning Resources Inc. (WVTR) 

held a fundraiser to support the wom-

en veterans housed at its East River-

dale Transitional Home.

A talented triple amputee Army vet-

eran anonymously donated his artist-

ry to raise funds to support his fellow 

female veterans. The local talent dis-

played sketches of former President 

WWVTR Inc. needs 
community support 
for homeless female 
veterans, disabled 
Americans
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Event supporters, from left, De-

nise Suggs, WVTR CEO (holding 

her granddaughter, Grace, 2), Faye 

Shaw, VA volunteer, Rev. Ray Ray-

sor and Deborah Patterson, WVTR 

public relations pose, for a photo 

inside the East Riverdale Transition 

house during the WVTR fundraiser 

July 7.

see FUNDRAISER, page 9

see OPIOIDS, page 6

Thank you JBA community
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