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By Marine Gunnery Sgt. Bryan 
Peterson Headquarters 
Marine Corps

Marine Gen. Paul Xavier Kelley, 91, 

the 28th commandant of the Marine 

Corps, was laid to rest Feb. 13, at 

Arlington National Cemetery. Kelley 

passed away Dec. 29, 2019, in McLean, 

Virginia.

Marine Gen. David H. Berger, the 

38th commandant of the Marine 

Corps, said Kelley’s leadership, passion 

and courage drove people to follow him, 

regardless of the situation, as he was 

known as a Marine’s Marine.

“His contributions to our Corps and 

leadership through a tumultuous period 

ensured that we have been ready when 

our nation needed us,” said Berger. 

“Although his presence will be deeply 

missed, his legacy will serve as an inspi-

ration to us all for years to come.”

Kelley was born Nov. 11, 1928, in 

Boston. After graduating from Villanova 

University with a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Economics in June 1950, Kel-

ley commissioned as a Marine second 

lieutenant.

In March 1951, after completing 

instruction at The Basic School, Quan-

tico, Virginia, he served consecutively 

as a platoon leader, assistant battalion 

operations officer and assistant division 

training officer with 2nd Marine Divi-

sion at Camp Lejeune, North Caroli-

na. He transferred to the cruiser USS 

Salem (CA 139) in September 1952, 

where he served as executive officer and 

then commanding officer of the Marine 

Detachment for 20 months. He was 

promoted to captain Dec. 16, 1953.

He transferred to Camp Pendleton, 

California, in July 1954, where he 

served as a battalion executive officer 

with 1st Infantry Training Regiment. 

He transferred to Japan in February 

1955 and served as the division training 

officer for 3rd Marine Division. From 

August 1955 to June 1956 he served as 

the aide-de-camp to the deputy com-

manding general, and then as assistant 

force training officer, Fleet Marine 

Force Pacific, in Hawaii.

Former Marine Corps Commandant 
Gen. Paul X. Kelley laid to rest
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The 3d U.S. Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard) Caisson Platoon; U.S. Marines from the Marine Corps Drum and Bugle Corps; and U.S. 
Marines from the Marine Barracks, Washington, D.C. (8th and I) conduct military funeral honors with funeral escort for retired 28th 
Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. Paul X. Kelley in Section 34 of Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, Virginia, Feb. 13. Barbara 
Kelley receives the flag from current Marine Corps Commandant, Gen. David H. Berger..

PHOTO BY JULIA SIMPKINS

At the Kelley Family’s request, Sgt. York an 
American Standardbred riderless horse that 
walked behind President Ronald Reagan’s 
casket, was brought out of retirement to 
participate in funeral honors for Gen. Paul X. 
Kelley, the 28th commandant of the Marine 
Corps, Feb. 13 on Joint Base Myer-Hender-
son Hall.

By Alice Swan
Pentagram Reporter

The rich and centuries-old legacy 

of African Americans serving in the 

United States Armed Forces came 

alive Feb. 13 during the Black His-

tory Month commemoration held in 

Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall’s 

Community Center.

In keeping with the event’s theme, 

“Honoring the past, securing the 

future,” guest speaker Sgt. Maj. 

Edward A. Bell, Office of the Dep-

uty Chief of Staff G-4, shared with 

those in attendance the stories and 

accomplishments of black service 

members from the Revolutionary 

War to the present day Army.

“The theme honoring the past 

and securing the future is not only 

about our heritage but more impor-

tantly for us to never forget where 

we came from as a nation and to 

continue to work together to en-

sure that the momentum set by so 

many heroes continues to provide 

opportunities to all based on char-

acter, commitment and competence 

regardless of race, creed or color,” 

Bell said.

“We all stand here today on the 

shoulders of brave men and wom-

en who sacrificed so much and for 

some even their life, solely due to 

the pigmentation of their skin. I 

want to tell you some of the inspir-

ing stories of their service and their 

sacrifices in fighting not only wars 

but fighting racism here at home 

and abroad while serving their na-

tion in uniform.”

Bell noted that 90 African Amer-

icans have received the nation’s 

highest military award — the Medal 

of Honor. The first black Soldier 

to receive the award was Sgt. Wil-

liam Carney. Born as a slave, he 

was awarded the Medal of Honor in 

1900 for his gallantry in saving the 

regimental colors (American flag) 

during the Battle of Fort Wagner in 

1863.

“About 5,000 black Soldiers, 

mostly from New England, served 

in the Continental Army,” explained 

Bell. “The 1st Rhode Island Regi-

ment was the first all-black unit and 

participated in the victory of York-

town in 1781.”

He pointed out that black Sol-

diers were also asked to serve in the 

War of 1812 despite a law that had 

barred people of color from serving 

in the military.

By the end of the Civil War, about 

180,000 black men, or 10% of the 

Union Army, had served Bell said. 

He recalled the exploits of the fa-

mous 54th Massachusetts Infantry 

Regiment, a unit widely acclaimed 

for its valor in the war.

“During westward expansion black 

troops, nicknamed Buffalo Soldiers, 

served long, isolated tours of duty 

in the southwest,” Bell said. “They 

fought in over 100 battles in the 

Indian Wars. “Second Lt. Henry O. 

Commemoration speaker 
looks at past, explores 
future possibilities

By Compiled by Julia Simpkins
JBM-HH Command 
Information Officer

Currently serving as comman-

dant at the Army Engineer school 

at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, 

Col. Mark Quander was promot-

ed to brigadier general Friday at 

Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall’s 

Spates Community Center’s ball-

room. Quander came to Fort Myer 

Brig. Gen. Quander follows 
family line of general officers
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Brig. Gen. Quander’s wife retired Lt. Col. Melonie Quander and his mother Gail Quander pin 
the rank on the one-star general.
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I believe 
I can fly
Service members from 
across the nation par-
ticipated in the annual 
Capital Classic Friday 
through Monday. One of 
the players attempts a 
shot during the game. For 
story and more photos, 
please see Pages 6-7.
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