
AN INDEPENDENT PUBLICATION OF COMPRINT MILITARY PUBLICATIONS  AT JOINT BASE ANDREWS, MD. DCMILITARY.COM FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 2018   |   VOL. 5 NO. 67

MILITARY COMMUNITY
Arlington Gold Star Wives pay homage to fallen soldiers,  

Page 6

HEALTH

Secure messaging eases  

communication with doctor, Page 9

COMMENTARY

Moving as a military child: Looking on 

the bright side, Page 2

By AIRMAN 1ST CLASS JALENE A. BROOKS

11th Wing Public Affairs

Officials here hosted nearly 200 students ages 13-

16 for the Patriots Technology Training Center’s first 

Aerospace/Aviation Summit, April 12, 2018.

During the event, students with Patriots Technical 

Training Center cycled through workshops exploring 

aircraft operation, flight simulation and a weather 

demonstration to spark the student’s interest in pur-

suing higher education and careers in related fields.

Twenty-two Airmen, along with civilian presenters, 

volunteered to explain their careers, demonstrate the 

skills necessary to succeed in those careers and ex-

plain how science, technology, engineering and math 

play a role in those everyday operations.

PTTC’s mission is to encourage students to pursue 

higher education and eventually a career in STEM by 

providing them the opportunity to apply those skills 

toward real-world problems.

“It’s about exposure,” said Yvette A. Rose, president 

of the Aero Club Foundation of Washington in D. C. 

“Not only do we work towards igniting the student’s 

interest in STEM and aviation careers but we want 

to assure them that careers as a pilot or engineer are 

accessible and achievable for them.”

Rose found that it is difficult for D.C. students to 

travel outside of their local area due to the lack of 

public transportation beyond the reach of the Wash-

ington Metropolitan Area Metrorail, which can make 

it more difficult to gain exposure to STEM-related 

professions.

“It was cool talking with pilots who [have] been fly-

ing and been in the field first hand.” said Keion Free-

ly, 13, one of the students. “It helped me decide what I 

want to do as a career. I learned a lot of things I would 

not have experienced otherwise.”

Col. E. John Teichert, 11th Wing and JBA com-

mander, also stressed the importance of empowering 

the next generation with an education in science and 

math.

By BOBBY JONES

Staff Photojournalist

A capacity audience filled the Navy 

Memorial Plaza as a cadre of U.S. Navy 

Ceremonial guardsmen marched in 

lockstep unison across Navy Memo-

rial’s Granite Sea Plaza toward four 

large glass cylinders filled with water 

as the U.S. Navy Band played.

The solemn ceremony was the begin-

By RACHEL MCANALLEN

11th Civil Engineer Squadron

Spring is a time when it is natural to 

experience a renewed appreciation for 

nature as the cold of winter subsides 

and warmer weather promotes new 

growth. This perfectly coincides with 

both Earth Day, April 22, and Arbor 

Day, April 27.

Joint Base Andrews is holding sev-

eral events from April 23 – 27 to cel-

ebrate both days and to encourage the 

base populace to think about all the 

little things you can do at home and at 

work to preserve and protect the envi-

ronment.

Base residents may have noticed sev-

eral curious-looking bird boxes or bird 

houses around JBA. These boxes, now 

in poor repair, were part of a volunteer 

effort about 20 years ago to conserve 

the Prince Georges’ County bluebird. 

Bluebird populations are now healthy 

and no longer require human interven-

tion for conservation.

Volunteers will be removing these 

boxes around base during the week of 

April 23-27 to reduce the risk of star-

lings and other undesirable bird spe-

cies causing Bird Aircraft Strike Haz-

ards to flight line operations. To avoid 

disturbing protected bird species, these 

volunteers will not remove boxes that 

contain birds or nests.

Over the years, residential, commer-

JBA hosts local students for Aerospace/ Aviation Summit
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Capt. Douglas Ferguson, 89th Operations Sup-

port Squadron flight commander, teaches stu-

dents at the Patriots Technology Training Cen-

ter’s first Aerospace/Aviation Summit in Hangar 

3 here, April 12, 2018. During the workshop, stu-

dents learned about the equipment used to pre-

dict weather in a deployed environment as well 

as the equipment’s functions.

Go Green for the Wing
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Airmen volunteer at a tree-planting ceremony in celebration of Earth 

Week and Arbor Day at Joint Base Andrews, Md., April 18, 2017. During 

the ceremony, Col. E. John Teichert, 11th Wing and JBA commander, re-

ceived awards from the Maryland Department of Natural Resources for 

the base’s continuing contributions to environmental services.

Navy Memorial host 
27th Annual Blessing 
of the Fleet
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Rear Adm. John B. Nowell Jr., Direc-

tor of Military Personnel Plans and 

Policy, welcomed visitors to the 

27TH Annual Blessing of the Fleet 

ceremony held on the Navy Memo-

rial Plaza in Washington, D.C., Apr. 

14.

see BLESSING, page 4 see GREEN, page 10

see SUMMIT, page 5


