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By DELONTE HARROD

DC Military Staff Writer

Paula Bell and her two daughters, Rylan Bell, 6, 

and Makenna Bell, 5, traveled 10 hours from West-

field, Ind., to the National Capital Region and Arling-

ton National Cemetery to volunteer at Renewal and 

Remembrance July 17, the largest landscaping day of 

service in the United States.

Rylan and Makenna were two of approximately 50 

children, ages 3-13 years old, who planted carnations 

and lilies in front of the grave sites of nurses who 

died during the Spanish American War era. After Ry-

lan planted red carnations in front of Annie Leigh-

ton’s grave, a U.S. Navy nurse who died in 1942, she 

sat and stared at the grave.

“I want to give respect to these people,” said Rylan, 

who also participated in last year’s event.

Children planting flowers in front of graves were 

one of many projects orchestrated by the National 

Association of Landscape Professionals, an organi-

zation that represents an industry that employs ap-

proximately 1 million workers. Volunteers conducted 

landscaping projects on over 257 acres of Arlington 

National Cemetery.

Such projects included applying limestone and 

phosphorus to the ground, which unlocks nutrients in 

soil to help the grass to grow; inspecting and install-

ing irrigation systems to optimize watering practic-

es; installing cabling systems that protect trees from 

lightning and storm damage; and installing pavers 

for a new Americans With Disabilities Act-accessible 

plaza area.

The event drew 400 adult volunteers, representing 

different landscaping businesses from 36 states, who 

came to the cemetery to contribute to the upkeep and 

ongoing beautification of Arlington National Cemetery.

By AIRMAN 1ST CLASS  

VALENTINA LOPEZ

11th Wing Public Affairs

Have you ever wondered what life 

would be like on the National Aeronau-

tics and Space Administration’s Inter-

national Space Station?

Joint Base Andrews’ military children 

had the opportunity to find out the sto-

ry of NASA and specifically, the ISS. 

During NASA’s Science, Technology, En-

gineering, and Mathematics Day here, 

July 14, more than 75 kids experienced 

the story through a mobile exhibit.

To create a hands-on experience, the 

Driven to Explore mobile exhibit in-

cluded audiovisual technology, astro-

naut food, a spacesuit photo opportuni-

ty, an astronaut glove and helmet mock 

training, and a chance to touch one of 

eight moon rocks in the world.

“Exciting kids about STEM is import-

ant to this community and this coun-

try,” said Col. E. John Teichert, 11th 

Wing and JBA commander who attend-

ed with his two kids. “I enjoyed seeing 

the kids’ smiling faces as they climbed 

into the astronaut suit. My kids’ favor-

ite part was learning about the moon-

By ARTHUR MONDALE

DC Military Staff Writer

Maria Romanenco, the school director 

(equivalent of a U.S. school principal) of 

a small school located in the Republic 

of Moldova had never interacted with 

American troops until this summer, 

when dozens invaded her classrooms 

and office.

“Never in this village have I seen 

(U.S. military personnel) come and do 

anything of this kind for us,” said Ro-

manenco. “When the kids see (the im-

provements) they’re going to say ‘wow, 

it’s so beautiful and everything is like 

new.’ They will be very happy and glad.”

Romanenco is detailing the actions 

of civil engineers from the 113th Wing, 

District of Columbia Air National 

Guard, who are on deadline providing 

renovations and upgrades to schools 

located in impoverished communities 

in the Republic of Moldova. The unit 

members are installing new sidewalks, 

laminate flooring, ceramic tiling, sus-

pended ceiling grid/tile, pre-hung doors 

and frames and new wallpaper as well 

as electrical work at multiple sites.

This is a humanitarian mission 

spearheaded by the United States Eu-

ropean Command (EUCOM), identified 

by the U.S. Embassy in Moldova, that’s 

part of the humanitarian civic assis-

tance (HCA) and deployment for train-

ing program. For some Air National 

Guard members, it was the first time 

they worked on a mission that required 

working alongside primarily civilians 

in a host country.

“The U.S. Embassy identifies projects 

that typically range from school hous-

es, clinics, hospitals and other govern-

ment facilities that are nonprofits,” 

said Lt. Col. Eric Swanson, commander 

of the 113th Civil Engineer Squadron, 

who tiled the walls of multiple rooms 

used for food storage in the school Ro-

manenco heads. “We execute the HCA 

D.C. ANG civil engineers use tools & expertise 
to build civic relations in Eastern Europe
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Left, Lt. Col. Eric Swanson, commander of the 113th Civil Engineer Squad-

ron, D.C. Air National Guard and Lt. Col. Jacqueline Nino, the 113th Civil 

Engineer operations officer, share grouting techniques with Maria Roma-

nenco, a Moldovian school director (the equivalent of a U.S. principal), 

and her son, Mario. Air National Guard members are in the Republic of 

Moldova providing humanitarian civic assistance to schools.

NASA launches 
mobile exhibit at 
JBA STEM Day

Honoring sacrifice through remembrance and community service
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Rylan Bell, 6, lays flowers at a grave in the 

Nurse’s Section of Arlington National Cemetery 

as part of the children’s program of the 21st an-

nual Renewal & Remembrance volunteer land-

scaping event July 17.
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