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a character played by 

Sebastian Stan). Hayes 

had spent countless 

hours working with 

the men saved by 

Pitsenbarger.

“I went to Wash-

ington to meet with 

[Hayes] because he was 

the guy who put togeth-

er the packets to present 

to Congress,” Robin-

son says. “And he said, 

‘I’ve interviewed all the 

veterans I can find from 
Operation Abilene and, 

if  you really want the 
story, you need to go 

and talk to them per-

sonally.’ So I did.”

It was through his 

personal interaction 

with those rescued 

by Bill Pitsenbarger 

that Robinson says he 

learned the most, both 

about what happened 

that day and the chal-

lenges faced by those 
who have lived through intense conflict. It was through his 
conversations with these men that Robinson says formed 
the foundation of  the story.

On Dec. 8, 2000 in a ceremony held at the National 

Museum of  the U.S. Air Force at Wright Patterson Air 
Force Base, Ohio, Secretary of  the Air Force Whit Peters 
presented Frank Pitsenbarger and his wife, Alice, the Medal 
of  Honor on behalf  of  their son.

“The ceremony was held in a massive hangar and they 

had overflow into other rooms because it was so packed,” 
Robinson recalls. “And all those people had been touched 

by what this one guy did on an afternoon when he thought 
he was going to be sitting in his hooch. Then he goes and 

does this and you have generations of  people affected. 
There were grandchildren in the audience that wound’t 

have been there if  it had not been for him.”
Not long after receiving Bill’s medal, Frank Pitsenbarg-

er died of  cancer. Robinson says he hopes he passed on 
knowing how grateful Americans are for his son and those 
like him.

“Before he died I approached him and said, ‘I think 
that there’s a story to be told here,’” Robinson says. “And, 

hopefully that story 
transcends a military 

movie and everyone re-

flects internally. Maybe 
the movie will make a 

school teacher think 

‘that kid in the back of  
the class that I don’t 

even really like, may-

be I’m going to spend 

a little bit time with 

that kid and help him 

get through his math 

problems.’ And, 20 

years later that kid ends 

up being a surgeon. You 

hear these stories all 

the time. Maybe being 

made to think and 

being entertained at 

the same time once in a 

while isn’t a bad thing.”

Twenty years after 
hearing Bill Pitsenbarg-

er’s story for the first 
time, Todd Robinson’s 

movie, entitled “The 

Last Full Measure,” is 
scheduled for release in 

theaters in January of  2020. Cast members include Samuel 
L. Jackson, Ed Harris, William Hurt and the recently de-

ceased Peter Fonda. The part of  Bill Pitsenbarger is played 
by 29-year-old Jeremy Irvine [“War Horse,” “Mamma 

Mia!”] with veteran actor Christopher Plummer playing 

Bill’s father, Frank.
“They didn’t get their normal money, I can promise you 

that,” says Robinson. “They came because they wanted to 

be part of  not only this story, but this effort to acknowledge 
our military men and women. And I think I can speak for 
all of  them when I say that.”

Since the making of  “The Last Full Measure,” Robin-

son says his life has changed in profound ways, including 
becoming a board member of  Save a Warrior, a veterans 
organization that helps military members and first respond-

ers cope with post traumatic stress.

“What I want the veteran community to know and 

understand,” he says, “is that somewhere in the world of  
popular culture, there are people that care about what you 

do who don’t conflate the politics of  the mission with the 
action of  combat. Pitsenbarger’s legacy is that this will, 
hopefully, help veterans let some of  it go.”


