
By Julia Simpkins
JBM-HH Command
 Information Chief

For years, tight budgets 

restricted facilities’ mainte-

nance. From leaking ceilings 

to a broken lock, almost every 

office has some infrastruc-

ture problem it would like to 

solve immediately. The reality, 

however, is that resources are 

limited and some projects will 

have to wait.

When challenges face 

leaders, however, they don’t 

have the luxury of waiting for 

others to find solutions. That 

was the situation Joint Base 

Myer-Henderson Hall police 

Chief William Johnson found 

himself in about a year ago.

“We had multiple projects 

that needed to be addressed,” 

Johnson said. “After 9/11 we 

were directed to consolidate 

our dispatch centers for better 

communications between the 

police and fire responses.”

Johnson said the police sta-

tion, which was built in 2002, 

hadn’t had any renovations in 

many years.

“We needed a better work-

space for our employees 

who work 24/7; we needed 

to bring our communication 

center into the 21st century. 

We needed to updated our 

equipment and provide better 

communication and (Closed 

Circuit TV) coverage to our 

community There were sev-

eral short-range projects that 

couldn’t wait, so I advised the 

garrison commander on our 

priorities and (requested) her 

assistance.”

The chief said Col. Kimber-

ly Peeples, JBM-HH com-

mander, came through.

“It all started with the 

commander’s walk through,” 

Johnson said. “My biggest 

issue was communications — 

old equipment. The first thing 

was our communications 

room which includes our 911 

system, alarms and (CCTV). 

We are currently transitioning 

from military police Soldiers 

to civilian dispatchers to allow 

MPs to conduct the mission 

they are trained to do, which 

is protect our great installa-

tion.”

Jena DeLuca was an emer-

gency dispatcher in Tennessee 

and Florida before coming 

to JBM-HH. She said the 

equipment and conditions are 

much better than when she 

first got here.

“The improvements are 

making a big difference,” she 

said. “We’re always improv-

ing. I’m very proud of where 

we’ve come.”
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Police chief renovates, modernizes 
department despite multiple challenges
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Jena DeLuca, an emergency dispatcher, shows off her new, modernized equipment at the Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall Police Station. DeLuca 
is one of three personnel who monitor all the activities at JBM-HH as well as at Arlington National Cemetery.

By Julia Simpkins
JBM-HH Command 
Information Chief

Fifty-two elderly veterans and 

volunteers from Middle, Tennessee, 

formed a group they call “Guard-

ians.” The group visited Joint Base 

Myer-Henderson Hall Tuesday as 

part of the Honor Flight program, 

where nonprofit groups purchase 

airplane tickets for veterans to visit 

military installations or memorial 

sites and receive thanks for their 

service.

As the veterans arrived at the base 

dining facility, JBM-HH Com-

mander Col. Kimberly Peeples 

was waiting to greet them, as were 

members of the Old Fife and Drum 

Corps, who played several pieces 

for the group. Fifers Sgt. 1st Class 

Heather Tribble, Staff Sgts. Lindsay 

Natiw and drummer Kevin Thomp-

son played the musical equivalent 

of commands of execution, explain-

ing their importance during battle 

in preindustrial America because 

of Soldiers’ inability to hear vo-

cal commands during the heat of 

battle.

The Honor Flight veterans served 

in all branches of the military and 

all around the world.

As the Guardians entered the 

dining facility, diners and guests 

greeted them with obvious glee at 

meeting the group.

A special guest in the group was 

100-year-old World War II veteran 

David Lowhorn, who served on a 

minesweeper for the Navy, 1944-

1945. He said he and his four 

brothers served during the “Great 

Honor Flight: Veterans of three 
wars break bread at JBM-HH

Willie Mack Gentry of Franklin, Tennessee, a U.S. Army Korea talks to a group of Soldiers 
in the JBM-HH DFAC Tuesday evening.

By Catrina Francis
Pentagram Editor

While growing up, many 

are taught it’s better to give 

than to receive. From now 

until Jan. 12, 2020, the joint 

base community will have 

an opportunity to “show 

some love” during this 

year’s annual Combined 

Federal Campaign.

On Wednesday, the CFC 

of the National Capital Area 

kicked off its annual cam-

paign in Washington, D.C.

The Army’s goal of $1.2 

million will impact caus-

es donors care about. It is 

complemented by “Show 

You Care’ messaging which 

emphasizes the volunteer 

component of the cam-

paign, according to a CFC 

news release. The volunteer 

component is a new added 

feature to CFC.

The joint base kick off will 

be Oct. 10 in the JBM-HH 

Dining Facility from 11:30 

a.m. to 1 p.m.

Roy Croom, the JBM-

HH CFC manager, said 

the campaign allows the 

military to contribute to 

more than 7,000 charities 

which can be done through 

payroll deduction, a one-

time payment using a check 

or money order. Retirees 

also have an opportunity 

to donate through a pay-

roll deduction. The money 

will be deducted from their 

retirement check.

Although government 

contractors have the option 

of contributing, they can’t 

be solicited. If a govern-

ment contractor decides to 

donate to a CFC charity, he 

or she may do so by making 

a one-time payment with 

a check or money order 

on the Office of Personnel 

Management website.

The donation process is 

done online through the 

Joint base to kick off CFC Oct. 10 at dining facility

see MAKING page 10

see HONOR page 10

see CFC page 10


