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The building is as anonymous as it could 

be, nestled in an industrial park in Queen 

Anne, MD, a mid-size town on the Eastern 

Shore. A small, discreet sign is the only in-

dication that there is a well-known, well-re-

garded security company within. The office 
is functional; it contains a few items, includ-

ing a small toy car and certificates from the 
states of  Maryland and New York certify-

ing that the occupant is fully licensed as a 

private detective and firearms instructor. 
This is the office of  Barry Donadio, Pres-
ident of  Public Security, LLC, one of  the 
420 security agencies in Maryland.  

Like the office where he sits, Barry Do-

nadio presents a calm, quiet image. He is 

a man whose background belies his ap-

pearance. Donadio, a native of  New York 

with the accent to prove it, has always been 

involved with some aspect of  security.

The summer of  his junior year, Donadio, 

then age 17, participated in a novel pro-

gram which allowed underage students to 

join the New York Army National Guard 

and take part in a modified boot camp. Un-

like the JROTC, this program was designed 
to make students fully qualified upon grad-

uation. After graduation, Donadio qualified 
as an Infantry Recon Scout and was as-

signed to an Army Air Force base on Long 
Island, NY. He loved being in the National 

Guard. 

“I have so much respect for the men and 

women I worked with. Every day, they place 

their lives on the line to defend this country. 

It was an honor to serve with them.”

After his initial commitment to the Army 

National Guard was completed, he joined 

the U.S. Army Reserve as a Military Police 
officer at the 340th Military Company in 
Jamaica, Queens, NY. He later transferred 

to the New York Air National Guard Force, 

where he became a Team Leader in the 
Emergency Services Team and worked as 

a Security Police Officer. This assignment 
got him involved with the investigation of  

TWA Flight 800, which crashed off Long 
Island Sound. The experience led him to 

later write his first book, TWA Flight 800 

First Responder Witness Account.

During his posting at Gabreski ANG base 

in Westhampton Beach, Long Island, he 
worked with a variety of  law enforcement 

organizations, both State and Federal. He 

worked alongside these agents to protect 

state and federal leaders, including Pres-
ident Bill Clinton and Vice President Al 
Gore, who visited New York City and Long 
Island. Several of  the agents he worked 

with encouraged him to consider working 

for the federal government, and after visit-

ing the Washington, DC, area, he decided 
to apply to the Secret Service. 


