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On to state

The great pumpkin lesson
Melanie Bruck, program director with Loess Hills Agriculture in the Classroom, teaches youth at Norelius Community Library in 

Denison about pumpkins on Thursday afternoon. She is showing how seeds cling to the fibrous strands to give them nutrition. Children 
pictured are Alexa Gallegos, of Denison, Thane and Quillen Guthrie, of Deloit, and Peytin Palmer, of Denison. See more photos on 
Page 5. Photo by Gordon Wolf 

by Dan Mundt
Percy Schofield fought in, and sur-

vived, the Civil War.
He was born in Morristown, New 

York, in 1844 and is buried in an un-
marked grave in the Dow City Cem-
etery.

If not for the curiosity and efforts 
of Bonnie Zampino, Schofield likely 
would have remained forgotten in 
that unmarked grave.

Zampino lives in Harpers Ferry, 
West Virginia, where she is the direc-
tor of Workforce Development.

Through her interest in hiking, 
photographing abandoned buildings 
and researching history, she dis-
covered a lost Civil War cemetery in 
Harpers Ferry.

That discovery eventually led her to 
the Harpers Ferry Oddfellows Lodge, 
which is one of the oldest buildings 
in the community.

The lodge is featured in prominent 
photographs of the New York 22nd 
Infantry Regiment, which was en-
camped there during the Civil War, 
she said.

“The walls of that building are covered in Civil War graf-
fiti,” Zampino said. “Soldiers from both sides were back and 
forth at Harpers Ferry all during the Civil War.”

She was fascinated by the names she found on the walls 
and started trying to find out who they were; she worked out 
family trees while trying to piece together their life stories.

“One name that I saw was ‘P. Scho-
field,’” she said. “Some of them listed 
their regiments and things like that; this 
one didn’t, so it was a little harder to 
figure out.”

National cemeteries were just starting 
to come into existence at the end of the 
Civil War – but were mostly for those 
who had died on the battlefield.

Schofield died more than a decade 
after the end of the war.

“Percy was the second soldier that I 
researched that was buried in an un-
marked grave,” Zampino said. “It both-
ered me. I wanted to know what hap-
pened to him.”

In a bit of good fortune for her search, 
in the 1940s, the Works Progress Ad-
ministration (WPA) had paid individu-
als to go through cemeteries and docu-
ment who was buried there.

“That’s how I found him at Dow City 
Cemetery,” she said.

“Whoever was documenting as part of 
that project indicated ‘unknown.’ They 
knew he was a Civil War veteran but 
had no other information about him.”

She found a short notice about Schofield in the March 12, 
1891, National Tribune newspaper that stated, “Milton G. 
Wiggins … of Dow City, Iowa, says: ‘There is an old soldier 
buried in our cemetery named Percy Schofield, of some New 
York regiment. If any comrade can tell what company and  
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Percy Schofield, a Civil War veteran, is 
buried in an unmarked grave in the Dow City 
Cemetery. 

An unmarked grave
Civil War soldier rediscovered 
in Dow City

by Dan Mundt
The Crawford County Conference 

Board met on Tuesday evening for the 
purpose of reappointing Duane Zenk 
to the position of county assessor to a 
new six-year term.

The following account is edited and 
condensed.

In attendance were Crawford County 
Supervisors Jean Heiden, Ty Rosburg, 
Kyle Schultz (by phone) and Chair-
person Jeri Vogt; Zach Meiners, IKM-
Manning Board of Education; Derek 

Lambert, Denison Community School 
District Board of Education; Schleswig 
Mayor Robert Andresen; Buck Grove 
Mayor Terry Kolln; and Ricketts Mayor 
Tasha Hernandez.

At the beginning of the meeting, 
Zenk explained that a new law has 
changed how assessor reappointments 
work.

He said that if the conference board 
recommends an assessor for reappoint-
ment, the Iowa Department of Revenue 
would have the ultimate authority to 

either confirm or deny the reappoint-
ment.

Zenk said that process would take 
about a month.

Vogt, chair of the conference board, 
asked if it was safe to assume Zenk 
was on the register of individuals who 
are eligible to be appointed.

Zenk said he is eligible, and present-
ed a letter that stated he had success-
fully completed the continuing educa-
tion requirement and all requirements 
of Iowa Code 441.8.

Vogt asked Zenk if his deputy is also 
on the eligibility list in the case he de-
cides to vacate his office.

Chief Deputy Assessor Cindy Goslar 
has met her education requirements to 
maintain the chief deputy position; the 
chief deputy can act as assessor in the 
absence of the assessor, Zenk said.

“Do you have a succession plan in 
order?” Vogt asked.

“Yes, we do,” Zenk said.
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Zenk reappointed as county assessor; retirement/succession plans discussed

Emails to 
be provided 
in exchange 
for dropping 
IPIB
complaint

by Gordon Wolf
An issue between Chris Polley, owner 

of Buck Snort in Denison, and the City 
of Denison over a request for public re-
cords is reportedly a few days away from 
being settled, according to discussion at 
Tuesday’s city council meeting.

City Manager/City Engineer Terry 
Crawford said he had met in person with 
Polley and had a phone conversation 
with him; he called both fruitful.

Crawford said, and Polley agreed, that 
when the emails Polley has requested 
from the city are delivered to him, he will 
drop his open records complaint with the 
Iowa Public Information Board (IPIB).

Polley is seeking emails regarding 
the charging of a fee for special council 
meetings. 

The city charges between $75 and 
$125 for a special meeting  - in essence 
$25 to be paid to each city council mem-
ber. It takes at least three council mem-
bers ($75) to have an official meeting. 
The entire council is composed of five 
members ($125).

The beginning of events that led up 
to the issue started this summer in re-
gards to an outdoor liquor sales permit 
for an event called Hot Summer Nights 
that took place on Thursday, July 15, in 
uptown Denison and required the clos-
ing of Broadway from Main Street to 
14th Street. Part of the discussion at a 
council meeting in June was the wish to 
allow for outdoor liquor sales. At that 
meeting, both Bake Shop and Hollywood 
Café and Buck Snort were mentioned as 
businesses that could possibly expand 
their liquor licenses to accomplish this.

The city council conducted a special 
meeting on Tuesday, July 13, after Pol-
ley had asked city staff the previous 
day what it would take to get his liquor 
license approved. He was told that the 
Iowa Alcohol Beverages Division would 
not approve the license until the city 
council approved it. He was charged the 
$125 fee for the special meeting.

The city council later dismissed the 
$125 fee for Polley’s special meeting and 
one meeting later took further action to 
not take the $25 per member in pay.

Polley had originally requested a copy 
of any motions, resolutions or ordi-
nances that address special Denison City 
Council meeting fees and said that he 
was advised by the Iowa Ombudsman’s 
Office that this information should be 
provided to him without charge.

At Tuesday’s city council meeting, 
Crawford said that on October 12, Polley 
asked for an estimate for just the emails 

CITY COUNCIL, Page  10


