
by Dan Mundt
“We are very close to seeing the

light at the end of the tunnel,” said
Evan Blakley, who has been help-
ing shepherd the Denison Dog Park
project.

Construction of the park has
taken longer than anyone imag-
ined, but the project is far enough
along that a soft winter opening
will likely take place, he said.

Klein Fence Company, of Earling,
was at the site, located on 6th Av-
enue North near Tucker’s Pond, on
Monday to install posts for the pe-
rimeter fence.

The entryway to the park is es-
sentially complete.

Brick pillars that denote the be-
ginning of the park have been built
and are nearly finished.

Denison Job Corps students put
in the foundations and Slechta Ma-
sonry, of Denison, constructed the
pillars; all that is left is for caps to
be placed on each pillar.

Denison Hardscapes laid the
pavers for the entryway and Car-
lyle Memorials engraved the pav-
ers that denote donations to the
project.

Denison Hardscapes returned to
the park on Monday to do some dirt
work and grading, Blakley said.

“There are some grading ad-
justments we need to do to make
the park attractive and, more im-
portantly, we want the park to be

ADA (Americans with Disabilities
Act) accessible so folks in wheel-
chairs and scooters will be able to
visit the park,” he said. “We want
a nice, gentle slope into the entry
of the park.”

Klein Fence Company will be
back in the next few weeks to cre-
ate the park entrance, which will
feature self-closing gates to keep
dogs from escaping.

Some work will have to take
place in the next few months.

“We will depend on volunteers to

come in on some workdays yet this
winter, so we’ll have to bundle up,”
Blakley said.

Volunteers will place the top rail
along the fence posts.

“Once the fence structure is com-
plete, we will be able to stretch and
mount the chain link,” he said.

“That will take a few different
workdays. The more folks that
come and volunteer, the faster we’ll
be able to get it finished.”
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Buena Vista University
Bernie Saggau, the Denison boy who came to Buena

Vista in the 1940s and ended up directing the Iowa High
School Athletic Association for 42 years, closed his 23-
year tenure with the BVU Board of Trustees by accepting
the Sir John Marks Templeton Life Trustee award this
fall.

He did so in typical Saggau fashion. By speaking from
the heart. By thanking every board member publicly
and mentioning specifics about their contributions to
his alma mater.

“I’ve been on the board 23 years and not once have I
ever come away from a meeting with a negative thought.
I either always learned something at the board meeting,
or something I knew was reaffirmed,” he said. “I see
such great things ahead for Buena Vista.”

Saggau, 91, was a three-sport athlete for the Beavers
prior to his graduation in 1949, and one of the initial
three Beaver football players inaugurated into the BVU
Athletics Hall of Fame.

When he wasn’t zig-zagging across the football field,
contributing for one year in basketball or setting sprint-
ing standards in track, Saggau could be found busing
tables at The Cobblestone Inn or officiating high school
games around Storm Lake. (He would later spend 18
years officiating NCAA Division I football and basketball
games across the United States.)

As a Beaver junior and senior, Saggau, who tipped

the scales at 135 pounds, began circulating at small
schools to deliver motivational talks to preps.

“I was small in stature, so I think the coaches and
superintendents at the high schools figured their stu-
dents could relate to me,” he says.

Athletics served as the teaser for his appearances.
Each presentation soon gave way to themes surround-

ing Saggau’s faith; his belief in his parents, neither of
whom attended college; and the importance a teacher,
coach or mentor had in his life.

He would ultimately speak to more students in Iowa
than any other person in the history of the state.
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Pick a card, help
a child through
Goodfellows

Individuals, families, businesses and organizations
can help Goodfellows make Christmas merrier for 173
children from 72 Crawford County families in need this
season.

Goodfellows, a partnership between West Central
Community Action and the Denison Bulletin and Re-
view, focuses on children age 12 and younger.

Donations of toys, books, clothing, quilts, blankets
and other items are welcome. Monetary donations are
also needed. All donations are tax deductible.

An easy way to help is by picking a card from a
Goodfellows tree, like the one pictured above, and pur-
chasing as many items listed on the card as you like.
Then return the card with the donations so the gifts go
to the children who put them on their wish list.

Donations may be taken to the Denison Bulletin and
Review office, 1410 Broadway, during normal busi-
ness hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday, and 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Tuesday and
Friday.

Donations may also be taken to the West Central
Community Action office, 45 North Seventh Street,
Denison, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

Goodfellows trees are located at Hy-Vee, Fareway,
Bomgaars and the Denison Bulletin and Review office.

The names of donors will be published in the Deni-
son Bulletin and Review for the duration of the Good-
fellows campaign. Donors may request to remain
anonymous if they wish.

Following are donations to date, including those
made after the end of last year’s Goodfellows cam-
paign.

Terry and Judy Evers, $60; anonymous, kids’ cloth-
ing; anonymous, $50; anonymous, toys; McDonald’s
of Denison, $200; Walmart, $2,000.

Dog park on track for winter opening

Greg Lally, with Denison Hardscapes, works on the area near the Denison
Dog Park entryway that leads into the rest of the park. The park will be ADA
accessible, with a special parking space, zero-grade entry gates and gently
sloped turf into the park. Photo submitted

by Dan Mundt
A new solar array being con-

structed by Western Iowa Power
Cooperative (WIPCO) is taking
shape on the northeast corner of
the intersection of Donna Reed
Road and S Avenue south of Deni-
son.

Construction began in mid-Oc-
tober.

WIPCO is a member-owned
rural electric cooperative that pro-
vides service to approximately
3,500 members in nine west cen-

tral Iowa counties.
Once complete, the new array

will have 1,800 individual solar
panels that will produce 666 kilo-
watts, according to Stephanie
Wiese, WIPCO director of member
services & economic development.

All power generated at the site
will go onto WIPCO’s lines to be
used by WIPCO members.

With the addition of the new
array, WIPCO will own 14 solar ar-
rays comprising 8,426 solar pan-
els.

Solar arrays owned and oper-
ated by the company produce 3.38
megawatts.

WIPCO now has enough solar
panels installed in its service terri-
tory to power 240 homes per year,
Wiese said.

The company also installs solar
panels for individuals and other
cooperatives.

WIPCO has installed solar panels
that produce a total of 5.59 mega-
watts across the state of Iowa,
Wiese said.

WIPCO solar array takes shape

Denison’s Saggau receives life trustee award from BV
The new WIPCO solar array, located about five miles south of Denison on Donna Reed Road, will produce 666

kilowatts when completed. Photo by Dan Mundt

Bernie Saggau stands with Buena Vista University President Joshua Merchant and members of the BVU Board of
Trustees following a presentation in which Saggau was named a Sir John Marks Templeton Life Trustee for BVU, his
alma mater. Photo submitted

Church continues
Thanksgiving tradition

Journey Church, located at 31 South 14th Street in
Denison, is continuing a long-standing tradition of
offering a free family-style dinner on Thanksgiving
Day.

Free will donations are accepted but are not re-
quired, said John Hansen, an elder with the church.

People are also welcome to bring food to share with
others.

The dinner will be served from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Thursday in the basement of the church.

Volunteers to help serve and clean up after the meal
are also welcome.

Those interested in helping can contact Hansen at
712-263-2851. For more information, people can call
712-263-4461.


