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Oil industry 

says it will sue
by Dan Mundt

The Trump administration on May 31 
finalized a rule for the Renewable Fuel 
Standard (RFS) program that will allow 
the year-round sale of gasoline contain-
ing 15 percent ethanol.

The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) initially released the 2019 pro-
posed rule modifications for the RFS on 
March 21.

Iowa Renewable Fuels Association 
(IRFA) Executive Director Monte Shaw 
said the final rule provides a reasonable, 
intellectually-consistent, legally-defensi-
ble solution for year-round E15 access.

“The Iowa biofuels community thanks 
President Trump for delivering on his 
promise to allow consumers year-round 
access to E15.” Shaw said in a press re-
lease. “This is positive news for rural Iowa 
at a time when we can really use it. E15 
will provide an immediate boost for etha-
nol demand and the long-term potential is 
quite significant. As a lower-cost, cleaner-
burning fuel, E15 has been in high de-
mand where it has been available.”

William Wehrum, EPA assistant ad-
ministrator for air and radiation, said the 
rule change was a presidential priority.

He said the new rule should cause a 
bump in sales at roughly 1,000 filling 
stations that already offer E15, while en-
couraging more to offer it.

Iowa Senator Joni Ernst, chairman of 
the Senate Agriculture Subcommittee 
on Rural De-
velopment and 
Energy and a 
member of the 
Senate Environ-
ment and Public 
Works Commit-
tee, had been 
pushing for the 
rule.

“ E t h a n o l 
is an energy 
source that sup-
ports tens of 
thousands of 
jobs across the 
country,” Ernst 
said in a press 
release. “By 
granting the sale of E15 year-round, we’ll 
see an economic ripple throughout farm 
country, rural communities, and the en-
tire nation.”

The rule change was announced one 
day before retailers were required by law 
to change to lower ethanol blends for the 
summer.

Sale of E15 had been restricted from 
use between June 1 and September 15 
because the EPA had previously ruled 
that E15 creates more smog in the sum-
mer than E10 gasoline.

 “President 
Trump deliv-
ered on his 
promise to Io-
wans,” Ernst 
said. “Expand-
ed access to 
E15 provides 
Iowa consum-
ers a cleaner, 
more afford-
able choice 
at the pump. 
We’ll see an 
increased de-
mand for corn, 
thus creating 
an economic 
booster for our 

state’s growers.”
The E15 rule change came along with 

rule changes meant to boost transparen-
cy and prevent price manipulation of the 

Renewable Identification Numbers (RINs) 
used by refiners as credit for compliance 
with the biofuel blending quotas in the 
RFS program.

“This rule also reforms the RIN market 
by requiring public disclosure when RIN 
holdings held by an individual actor ex-
ceed specified limits,” Ernst said. “Trans-
parency is critical here, and something 
that’s been lacking at EPA for quite some 
time. This is a step in the right direction, 
but I’ll continue to push the agency to 
be more forthcoming, especially when it 
comes to small refinery exemptions and 
the process in which they grant those 
waivers.”

“Some of the proposed RIN changes 
would have undermined the entire RFS,” 
Shaw said. “We urge President Trump to 
ensure those proposals remain, as Presi-
dent Reagan would say, on the ash heap 
of history, and that they not be resur-
rected in the future.”

Shaw warned that 39 small refinery ex-
emption (SRE) requests could still upset 
the progress.

“If granted, these SREs would rip the 
heart out of the RFS,” he said. “Not just 
because of the destroyed gallons, but be-
cause they are simply unjustified given  
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