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BY DAN MUNDT

“It will be done by the end of 
the month; we are finishing up 
our last wall in the event room,” 
said Todd Waite of the remod-
eling project that has been tak-
ing place at the Woodbine Golf 
Course clubhouse.

“We’ve been working on it in 
phases since March 2nd of last 
year when we started on the 

clubhouse proper, and since No-
vember we’ve been working on 
updating the Event Room.”

A new dance floor has been laid, 
wainscoting has been added to the 
walls, the whole space received a 
fresh coat of paint, ceiling fans 
were replaced, a new bar was built 
and a second bar was added.

“We’re close to wrapping it up, 
which is a good feeling,” Waite 
said.

The Woodbine Golf Course 
Board took over the former 
Shadow Valley Golf Course on 

March 1, 2022; the nine-hole 
course had been under private 
ownership since 1998.

“It was restructured as a non-
profit, and it is intended as a 
community-owned enterprise,” 
Waite said.

Waite is the owner of Good 
Fellows Restaurant in Woodbine.

He said all the work on the 
clubhouse has been done on a 
budget; golf club members have 
donated funds, the board has 
used funds from an operating 
loan, and Good Fellows Restau-

rant has also contributed.
“We’ve done our fair share 

as far as financing and also la-
bor for all the projects; we’ve 
pretty much done all of those 
in-house,” Waite said. “The 
restaurant stands to gain as much 
as anyone.”

Good Fellows has collaborated 
with the golf course board to over-
see the sales of concessions, and is 
the exclusive provider of catering 
for rentals of the Event Room.
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When Mike Gunia owned the 
Cheyenne Saloon in Dunlap, he 
organized the first Dunlap St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade in 2006.

That event had about 30 en-
tries, he said.

“The second year we had 20 
floats, and there were 70 entries 
because everybody really wanted 
to get into it,” Gunia said. “There 
were quite a few fancy floats with 
everybody all dressed up in green. 
I think it was the second year, a 
bagpiper showed up. I didn’t in-
vite him, but he somehow heard 
about it and he walked the whole 
parade playing his bagpipes.”

Gunia organized the St. Pat-
rick’s Day parade in Dunlap for 
five years, until he got out of the 
bar.

The parade had strong partic-
ipation for a while after that, but 
in the last few years it has dwin-
dled to just a handful of entries.

“So this year, I talked Knights 
of Columbus into doing it, and 
we’re trying to promote it all we 
can and get it back to where it’s 
a strong parade,” he said.

Gunia is a member of the Dun-
lap Knights of Columbus.

Father Joel McNeil, of St. Pat-
rick’s Church in Dunlap, will be 
the parade grand marshal.

Gunia hopes the parade will 
have at least 30 entries — to 
match the first parade in 2006.

“I’ve talked to people and 
there’s quite a bit of interest in 

Dunlap St. 
Patrick’s 
Day Parade 
is Friday
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On Thursday of last week, the 
Crawford County Recreation and 
Wellness Center project received 
a $4.5 million Destination Iowa 
grant from the State of Iowa.

A press release from Gov. Kim 
Reynolds’s office states that the 
amount represents 24% of the 
total project investment for the 
facility.

Funding for the Destination 
Iowa program comes from the 
federal American Rescue Plan 
Act, according to the press re-
lease.

“It (the grant) was a big boost, a 
big shot in the arm, and we’re re-
ally pleased with the announce-
ment by the governor and the 
state,” said Tim Stuart, chairman 
of the Crawford County Recre-
ation and Wellness Center Com-
mittee.

He singled out a few people who 
were key to landing the grant.

“It’s a committee effort, but 
in particular the two individuals 
that have helped so much with 
grant writing are Jennifer Zupp 
and Jessica Garcia; they were the 
ones that got all the information 
together and submitted the appli-
cation to the state in December,” 
Stuart said. “As it relates to the 
ongoing meetings with our state 
representatives, Derek Lambert, 
Steve Brownmiller and Paul Ass-
man in particular were very much 
a part of making this happen with 
the state.”

The grant will go a long way 
toward helping the committee 
meet the fundraising goals of the 
project.

HGM Associates, an architec-
tural firm based in Council Bluffs, 
estimated in December 2022 that 
the project cost would exceed $26 
million.

The committee decided to ask 
the firm to reduce the scope and 
cost of the project.

“It took the 80,000 square foot 
facility down to roughly 68,000 
square feet,” Stuart said. “The 

big thing that has been eliminated 
from the project, versus what we 
had seen in December, was the se-
nior center; that is no longer a part 
of this wellness facility fieldhouse 
concept that we’ve put together.”

The facility will still include a 
second-level walking track, but 
most of the remaining amenities 
will be on the first level.

The latest cost estimate for the 
project is $18.35 million, Stuart 
said.

Wellness Center project receives $4.5M grant
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A remodeling project that began a year ago is nearing completion at the Woodbine Golf Course clubhouse.
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Pat Fleshner has volunteered 
for and worked at the Donna Reed 
Foundation in a variety of capaci-
ties since 1990.

In January, she retired from the 
Donna Reed Foundation Board of 
Directors after more than 16 years 
as a member.

She recently spoke with the 
Bulletin-Review about her years 

with the organization.
Fleshner grew up in Denison; 

she said she has fond memories 
of seeing movies as a child in the 
early 1960s at the Ritz Theater, 
which became the Donna Reed 
Center for the Performing Arts 
in 1989.

Fleshner started volunteering 
with the Donna Reed Festival just 
after she and her husband, Lyle, 
moved back to Denison.

“I started volunteering in 1990 

for one of the festival commit-
tees,” she said.

The Donna Reed Festival was 
a long weekend at the time, but 
before long it had grown into a 
whole week of events and work-
shops for students interested in 
the performing arts.

A memorable event she worked 
on in her first year was the Esther 
Williams Swimsuit Style show at 
the then-new Denison Aquatic 
Fun Center.

Williams, the famous swimmer/
actress, was a friend of Donna 
Reed and had hoped to attend the 
fashion show of her swimsuit line, 
but was unable to come.

“We found women who wanted 
to model and we got a lot of dif-
ferent swimsuits,” Fleshner said. 
“That was one of the fun events 
that year.”

For the next several years, she 
continued to help coordinate 
classroom settings for the work-

shops featuring Jimmy Hawkins, 
Eddie Foy, Paul Petersen and other 
Hollywood professionals.

At the time, the festival was 
organized by a pair of volunteers; 
she and Steve Brownmiller were 
scheduled to work as co-coordi-
nators for the 1994 festival, but 
the foundation board decided a 
permanent director was needed 
for the festival.

Fleshner reflects on years with Donna Reed Foundation

Woodbine Golf Course clubhouse 
remodeling nears completion

A legacy of service

Significant fundraising 
made grant possible

A community-owned 
enterprise
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