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Hanging out with Cy
It’s difficult to tell what Darlyn Orellana is thinking as she finds herself face to face with Cy, a 16-year-old corn snake

who lives at the nature center at Yellow Smoke Park. On Tuesday evening Cy was at Broadway Elementary School as an
added attraction for Family Math and Literacy Night. Not everyone was brave enough have Cy go around their neck.
The turnout was exceptional; about 430 people, including 165 students, participated in the activities in the classrooms
and the hallways. See more photos on Page 12. Photo by Gordon Wolf

Bonner is
new tourism
coordinator
for county

by Gordon Wolf
The new Crawford County tourism coordinator

jumped into the job with both feet on Monday.
Shani Bonner spent Monday through Wednesday at

the Iowa Tourism Conference in Des Moines, attending
sessions and networking.

She had attended the conference last year but said
the experience was different this time, attending it as
the tourism coordinator.

Bonner was the
administrative as-
sistant for the
Chamber & Devel-
opment Council
(CDC) of Crawford
County, the same
entity that is the
home base for the
tourism coordina-
tor.

She fills the va-
cancy created on
January 24 when
Blair Weigum left
the tourism coor-
dinator’s position
after nearly three
years, to take a po-
sition at Professional Computer Systems in Denison.

Bonner was offered the job on Friday, following
interviews with a number of applicants.

Assisting the tourism coordinator in the past gave
Bonner a taste for what the job entails.

“I helped Blair a lot over the last two and one-half
years,” Bonner said. “I have always enjoyed what
she had done. There’s a lot of value in bringing peo-
ple to our area, our community.”

She said she will build upon what Weigum brought
to the tourism coordinator’s position.

“She did a wonderful job of adding to a lot of areas.
I want to continue on that and continue to grow our
tourism presence.”

Bonner said it will help that she assisted in vari-
ous ways with the tourism events that Weigum or-
ganized.

“It will help to make this more of a seamless tran-
sition, but I still will be learning a lot. While I did
help, it wasn’t my job for all the aspects of each
event,” she explained.
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by Gordon Wolf
By the time Jaret Lansford was addressing students

at St. Rose of Lima Catholic School in Denison on
Wednesday afternoon, it was nearing his bedtime.

Students, as well as some teachers, gasped when
they heard that KTIV’s morning meteorologist arises
at about 1:30 a.m. to get ready for a workday that
begins at 3 a.m.

Starting at 3 a.m., Lansford prepares the weather
broadcast for the morning show, which runs from 5 to
7 a.m., updates the website and records audio reports
for radio stations. Then he covers the weather for the
noonday broadcast.

In order to get up that early, he goes to bed at about
6 p.m.

“It’s a pretty weird schedule,” he admitted to the
students.

Lansford, who has been at KTIV in Sioux City for three
and one-half years, and the other members of Storm
Team 4, chief meteorologist Ron Demers and Leslie
London, make a number of presentations to students.

With spring arriving and bringing with it the possi-
bility of thunderstorms, flooding and tornadoes, Lans-
ford ‘s presentation reminded students of the measures
they and others need to take to keep themselves safe.

He had students tell what they should do if they are
outside and hear thunder (go indoors), or if they can’t
get indoors, to crouch down and put their arms over
their heads.
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St. Rose students weather the “Storm Team 4”

Jaret Lansford, the morning meteorologist at KTIV TV in Sioux City, has two St. Rose of Lima students help demon-
strate what to do if they are caught out in the open and hear thunder. He told them the appropriate response is to seek
shelter indoors, but if that is not possible, to crouch low to the ground and cover their heads, to avoid being struck by
lightning. Photo by Gordon Wolf.

by Gordon Wolf
The Denison City Council passed a second reading of an

amendment to the city’s solid waste disposal ordinance
on Tuesday evening, making one more change.

The council had proposed waiving the solid waste fee
for residents who have left their residence for up to three
months and had their electricity turned off by Denison
Municipal Utilities.

All but $4 of the monthly solid waste fee would have
been waived; the $4 is for the landfill charge.

But the council agreed with a petition submitted by Jim
Barnes during the public forum segment of Tuesday’s
meeting, that people should pay the full fee.

Barnes said he and people he has coffee with had dis-
cussed the garbage fee and he had gone around town to
get signatures to a petition.

Along with the fee waiver, the discussion centered on
the 75 cent increase requested by Carroll Refuse for the
medium- and largest-sized trash containers and doing

away with a discount for residences that have two of the
largest-sized containers.

Barnes said the people he talked with weren’t aware
how much they paid for garbage collection since the fee is
included in the bill they receive from Denison Municipal
Utilities.

He also proposed giving Carroll Refuse a $1 increase
instead of the 75 cent increase and agreed with the lan-
guage of the proposed ordinance amendment that those
with two of the largest-sized containers should pay the
full fee for both.

Currently residences with two of the largest-sized con-
tainers pay $22 a month, the charge for a single largest-
sized container is $16 a month.

Barnes said the main discussion was about waiving
the fee for those who were gone from their residences for
three months.

GARBAGE FEE, Page 2

Petition urges no garbage-fee break
for snowbirds; council agrees


