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Inside:
District
B-ball

by Dan Mundt
“It started out with me, as always, the girl from Iowa

excited about a chance for some flurries,” said Shari
(Blunk) Brown.

She stayed up part of the night on Sunday into Mon-
day taking pictures and shooting video of the light
snow falling in the yard of her home that she shares
with her husband, Brad, in Portland, Texas.

Shari grew up in Denison and is a graduate of the
Denison High School class of 1981.

Portland is in south Texas, near Corpus Christi.
“It didn’t take long before things changed and it got

a whole lot worse than what they thought it was going
to be,” she said.

Temperatures dropped quickly and the snow turned
to ice.

At 3:30 a.m. Monday, the power went out – and with
it went the heat in their home.

People went into “hurricane mode,” Shari said.
“We thought it was just going to flicker and come

back on and it will pass,” she said.
When the power was still off later on Monday, they

decided to plan for it staying off for a while.
“I know if you stay in a smaller environment it will

stay warmer,” Shari said.
They arranged one room for everyone - the others

were their dog and two cats.
“We were in there, layered in clothing, and thinking,

okay we’ll get through this and tomorrow’s another
day,” she said.

“It’s so dark at night, it’s like camping; you go to bed
when the sun goes down and wake up freezing. It’s
just like camping, except you’re in your house.”

She checked in with friends and family members as
the outside temperature dropped to 18 degrees.

Although they didn’t have the problem in her house,
some of her friends’ houses suffered burst pipes from
the temperatures.

Water pipes in Texas aren’t insulated the way they
are in Iowa, Shari said.

“Everybody has to drip their water outside and in-
side their homes and try to cover their faucets as much
as possible,” she said. “A friend of mine took all the
necessary precautions and she had a pipe burst in her
ceiling yesterday.”
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by Gordon Wolf
Tuesday morning brought something that Rory Weis,

general manager of Denison Municipal Utilities (DMU)
has never seen in his career - an ordered blackout.

The blackouts, or controlled interruptions in power,
are intended to guard against system failure when the
demand for power is greater than the amount of power
being generated.

Denison became part of the rolling blackout shortly
before 7:30 a.m. on Tuesday. The town went back on-
line in phases, with the entire community connected to
power by 11 a.m.

Creating the need for the rolling blackouts in the re-
gion is the fact that the area of extreme cold from top to
bottom in the Midwest approximates the 14-state foot-
print of the Southwest Power Pool (SPP).

SPP is one of nine independent system operators
(ISO) and regional transmission organizations (RTOs)
in North America. ISOs and RTOs are mandated by
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to ensure
reliable supplies of power, adequate transmission in-
frastructure and competitive wholesale prices of elec-
tricity.

Information on SPP’s website describes ISOs/RTOs
as the “air-traffic controllers” of the electric power grid.

The rolling blackout hit Denison when SPP ordered
the Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) to
take demand for 200 megawatts off the grid.

WAPA is one of four power marketing administra-
tions within the U.S. Department of Energy. It markets
and transmits wholesale electricity in a 15-state region
in central and western United States, a region that in-
cludes Denison and other area customers.

Weis said DMU was not warned of the rolling black-
out.

In fact, warning all utilities in the grid seems unfea-
sible.

Information provided by DMU said that when WAPA
gets a directive from SPP, it has 15 minutes to initiate
the rolling blackout.

“When SPP sends out a directive and the utility has
15 minutes to respond, there’s no way they can notify
every utility within their service area that it’s going to
happen, in that amount of time,” Weis said.

Information from WAPA’s website says it sells power
to more than 684 firm and non-firm wholesale power
customers, including cities and towns, rural electric co-
operatives, public utility and irrigation districts.
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Too much cold, too much demand
for power collide for a blackout

At the bacon line
U.S. Sen. Joni Ernst received a tour of Quality Food Processors (QFP) in Denison on Thursday afternoon. Ernst learned

about the bacon processing system and what is needed to keep companies like QFP successful and growing. She also
learned how QFP has adjusted to COVID-19 mitigation measures to keep its operation up and running. Above, Eric Kohler,
general manager of QFP, describes the bacon slicing process. Ernst and others with her were treated to samples of bacon
that QFP processes. Read more in Tuesday’s Denison Bulletin and online at www.DBRnews.com. Photo by Gordon Wolf

Supervisors meet
with LMR consultant
Recommends moving forward
with Schultz location

by Dan Mundt
The Crawford County Board of Supervisors on Tues-

day met with Rey Freeman of Rey Freeman Communi-
cations Consulting (RFCC) for an update on progress
on the county’s Land Mobile Radio (LMR) system.

The project stalled last August when the LMR Advi-
sory Board members voted 4-1 to dissolve their board
because of concerns about violating open meetings
laws.

The supervisors decided in October to hire RFCC in
partnership with Mazzitello Professional Services (MPS)
to manage the completion of the radio system.

Mazzitello did not attend the meeting on Tuesday
Freeman thanked Duane Zenk, former LMR board

consultant, for his help on the project.
The discussion covered the sites around the county

where towers have to be built, purchased or leased and
began with a discussion of a tower for the Charter Oak
area.

“Obviously a lot of work has been done in planning
for this site already and the use of Kyle’s (Supervisor
Kyle Schultz) property,” Freeman said. “The approach
we took (was) let’s take a look at the work that’s been
done and the money that’s been invested in how it looks
as a site for the radio system.”

The supervisors rejected a proposed contract for
Schultz’s land on a 2-2 vote in August 2020.

Freeman said Schultz’s location was a good site.
He said it had good ground elevation, was close

enough to Charter Oak, had good road access, nearby
electricity and all the things they look for in a tower site.

“One of the issues, as we understand it, is the con-
cern with some folks that the cart was put before the
horse and so forth,” Freeman said. “The question is
- are there other properties that should be looked at?”

He said the baseline established at the Schultz prop-
erty was ground elevation of 1,340 feet.

A lower elevation would require a bigger tower.
Freeman said he set the maximum distance from

town the same as from the Schultz property, which
was about a mile.

On a prepared topographical map, he noted that some
areas south of town had a higher elevation, but wind
turbines would interrupt a microwave path between
those locations and the tower in Schleswig.

“The path we picked threads the needle between two
of them and they’re both considered too close,” Free-
man said. “You move that point east or west, you run
into these turbines. We presumed that this had been
looked at. We don’t know if there is any documenta-
tion on that.”

The microwave path from the Schultz property to
Schleswig clears a wind turbine by 500 feet, which
would be considered acceptable, he said.

Looking at the wind turbine and ground elevation is-
sues, along with the amount of money already invested
in the Schultz property, Freeman said his recommenda-
tion was to use that site.

“We understand that the lease agreement has not
been established,” Freeman said. “Kyle and I have
talked about that and there are probably some details
that need to be finalized on that but ultimately, as a
site, it would be our recommendation to go ahead and
move forward with that.”
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Governor says
more vaccine
coming to state

by Gordon Wolf
During her news conference on Wednesday, Gov. Kim

Reynolds announced that the federal government will be
distributing an additional 2.5 million doses of COVID-19
vaccine, on top of the 11 million that are currently being
allocated nationally, for a total of 13.5 million doses dis-
tributed weekly among all the states.

That’s the information she received during the White
House conference call on Tuesday.

“For Iowa, that means our allocation of 49,900 this
week will be almost 62,000 doses next week, which is
an increase of 24%,” Reynolds said.

The White House also projected that emergency
authorization use for the Johnson & Johnson vaccine
would be approved by the end of the month.

Reynolds said the amount of vaccine will be limited
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Just like camping, except you’re in your house
Denison native rides out the Texas storm

The ice on the Browns’ patio was not much by Iowa
standards, but the result for Texas was quite severe. Sub-
mitted photo


