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Iowa Governor Kim
Reynolds during her daily
11 a.m. press conference
on Wednesday gave the
okay for summer sports
to resume across the state
on the first of next month.

Not long after the gov-
ernor’s approval, the Iowa
High School Athletic As-
sociation (IHSAA) Board
of Directors and Iowa
Girls High School Athletic
Union (IGHSAU) Board
of Control met and voted
to approve resuming
the 2020 summer base-
ball and softball seasons
under the Iowa Depart-
ment of Education guide-
lines.

Under those guidelines
in place, baseball and
softball teams can begin
practice Monday, June 1,
and take the field for live
games as early as Mon-
day, June 15.

Fans will be permit-
ted at games with social
distancing guidelines in
order.

The original practice
dates were May 4 for
softball and May 18 for
baseball.

The IHSAA and IGH-
SAU plan to issue further
sport-specific guidance
and FAQ lists next week.

Both organizations,
though, plan to conduct
their state tournaments
at their previously an-
nounced venues with the
state baseball tourna-
ment at Principal Park at
Des Moines and the state
softball tournament at
the Harlan Rogers Sports
Complex at Fort Dodge.

Denison-Sch leswig
head baseball coach Tra-
vis Wessel was obviously
pleased with the state’s
decision to resume play.

“First of all, it’s just
crazy times we’re all

going through right now,
so I’m just glad the state
decided to give a lot of
kids who already missed
spring sports an oppor-
tunity to play summer
sports,” Wessel said.

“I’m especially happy
for the seniors, because
they deserve to have
some closure on their ca-
reers. I’m not sure what
it’s all going to look like,
but we’ll do what we have
to do to follow the guide-
lines set forth by the
state,” he added.

Wessel planned on hav-

ing a zoom meeting with
his players on Thursday
for a wellness check.

“I haven’t had a chance
to talk with a lot of the
boys, but I know they’ve
been working out on their
own and trying to stay
in shape just in case we
could resume. I’m just so
glad we get that opportu-
nity,” said Wessel, who
will begin his second sea-
son as the school’s head
baseball coach this sum-
mer.

Wessel said that he’s
going to take full advan-

tage of being able to coach
and be around the guys.

“I’m just really pas-
sionate about baseball. It
would have been tough
not to have a season
for the kids and for the
coaches. We have a lot of
work ahead of us, but I’m
super excited to get the
season started, whatever
it may look like,” Wessel
said.

Denison-Sch leswig
head softball coach Kevin
Dau said that having an
opportunity to resume
summer sports may be

the first step to getting
back to some form of nor-
malcy.

“As a coach I’m very ex-
cited, but more than that,
I’m just pleased that a lot
of kids who missed out on
spring sports will get an
opportunity to play, es-
pecially the seniors who
now will get a chance to
end their careers the way
they were supposed to,”
commented Dau.

“Right now we have no
idea what the season is
really going to look like,
but that all will be worked

out and we’ll do whatever
we have to do in order to
keep the kids safe within
the guidelines,” he added.

“The number one pri-
ority is to keep everyone
safe. We have a lot of
space at the softball field,
so I don’t think social dis-
tancing will concern me,
but there will be things
we’ll have to keep in mind
like eliminating the shar-
ing of equipment among
players and making sure
we sanitize the bats and
balls,” Dau said.

Dau noted that he
hasn’t had a lot of com-
munication with his play-
ers, but plans to text them
in group messages soon
to answer any questions
they may have.

“I’ve reached out, but
now that we know we’re
going to have a season for
sure, I’ll get in touch with
them and let them know
what’s going and things
they can be doing now to
help them be ready to go
on June 1,” Dau said.

Again, Dau, like every
other coach across the
state, doesn’t have a feel
on how the season is
going to play out.

“I know our athletic
director (Derek Fink)
has been in contact with
the other officials in the
Hawkeye 10 and trying
to work out some type
of schedule. You know,
if we get to play 15 or
20 games, then at least
we get that chance,” Dau
said.

“Again, I’m just excited
to get an opportunity to
coach this summer,” Dau
said. “I’m excited for the
kids. The season is going
to look different, but at
this point, we’ll do what
we have to do to make it
work.”

Denison-Schleswig head baseball coach Travis Wes-
sel talks with his team at the mound during a Class 3A
substate game against Sergeant Bluff-Luton last July. The

Iowa High School Athletic Association Board of Control on
Wednesday voted to approve resuming the 2020 base-
ball season. DBR file photo

Denison-Schleswig qualified for the Class 4A state softball tournament last July after
the Monarchs posted a 3-0 shutout of Sioux City Heelan in a regional final at Denison.
Scenes like this will be able to play out across the state of Iowa after the Iowa Girls High

School Athletic Union on Wednesday voted to approve resuming the 2020 summer
sports season under guidelines from the Iowa Department of Education. Practice will start
June 1 with games set to begin June 15. DBR file photo
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