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Ceremony
has a more
personal
touch

by Gordon Wolf
Among the special ob-

servances administration
didn’t want the Denison
High School (DHS) Class
of 2020 to go without in
this COVID-19 changed
school year is the gradu-
ation ceremony.

On Sunday, the seniors
did get to walk across the
stage on their scheduled
graduation day while par-
ents, siblings and friends
cheered and took photos
and videos from inside
their cars.

The drive-through
commencement, switched
by the weather from in
front of the high school
building to the district’s
bus barn, brought about
some satisfying results
that aren’t possible in a
group ceremony.

Denison High School
Principal Dave Wiebers
said the ceremony was
more personal for him
than in the gym, and
much less stressful as he
didn’t have to read the
names of graduates at a
fast pace as he does when
graduation is in the gym.
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DHS Class of 2020 adjusts to
drive-through graduation

Jennifer Gamez Estrada has her photo taken on the stage for Denison High School’s
drive-through graduation on Sunday while the banner on the hood of her parents’ car
shows their pride in their Class of 2020 graduate. Photo by Gordon Wolf

CCMH to resume
elective surgeries
Surge in COVID-19
cases does not lead to
surge in hospitalizations

by Dan Mundt
Crawford County Memorial Hospital (CCMH) will re-

sume limited elective surgeries on Wednesday, accord-
ing to CCMH President and CEO Erin Muck.

In a proclamation released on April 24, Gov. Kim
Reynolds announced that elective surgeries would be
allowed to resume the following week; she initially or-
dered such surgeries to be halted March 26.

Muck said at the end of April that CCMH could not
safely meet several of the requirements of the gover-
nor’s proclamation and would not restart elective sur-
geries at that time.

On Monday, Muck told the Bulletin and Review that
CCMH is now satisfied that elective outpatient surger-
ies can be slowly resumed.

Heather Rasmussen, CCMH executive director of care
integration, said she is confident in the decision.

“There were a lot of players at the table that came to
the same consensus that we’ll start slow with outpa-
tient (surgeries) and go from there,” Rasmussen said.

Muck said the CCMH quality and surgery/anesthe-
sia committees, which include the hospital’s surgeons
and anesthesiologists and the operating room manger,
along with Muck and Rasmussen, have been meeting
weekly to see if the hospital could safely meet the re-
quirements of the governor’s proclamation.

“One of the biggest hurdles was testing and being
able to get that test back in 48 hours,” Muck said.

The proclamation requires that a patient receive a
negative COVID-19 test within 48 hours of surgery.

“We have noticed a great improvement in the turn-
around time for testing,” she said.

CCMH is using a laboratory in Omaha, Nebraska, to
test nasal swabs for COVID-19 infection.

The State Hygienic Lab can’t be used for testing for
elective cases, she said.

The Omaha lab is consistently returning tests in 24
to 48 hours, which eliminates one of the big hurdles to
the resumption of elective surgeries, Muck said.

The other hurdle is the amount of personal protective
equipment (PPE) needed for surgeries.
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Memorial Day
services
Denison ceremony at
Oakland Cemetery this year

The COVID-19 pandemic has changed but not can-
celed the Memorial Day services in Denison.

This year the services will be at the Oakland Cem-
etery Chapel.

Oakland Cemetery is located just off of South Main
Loop and is the cemetery just south of Crawford
Heights Cemetery. The chapel is located at the sec-
ond entrance to Oakland Cemetery.

Services next Monday, May 25, will begin at 10:30
a.m. with the opening prayer, followed by the read-
ing of General Logan’s Orders and the reading of the
names of the fallen comrades. It will conclude with a
21-gun salute at 11 a.m. sharp.

Following are the safety precautions for attending
the services.

- Have a maximum of 10 people per small group
gathering

- During the service stand six feet apart or stay in
vehicles

- Wearing a safety mask is optional per your dis-
cretion

Dow City services
Memorial Day services in Dow City will begin at 10

a.m. on Monday, May 25, at the Dow City Cemetery
and will be hosted by Dow City American Legion Post
#444 members and guests.

The service will feature a new sound system and a
new main flag pole with solar lighting.

For safety precautions please note:
- Have maximum of 10 people per small group

gathering
- During service stand and/or be seated six feet

apart and/or stay in vehicles.
- Safety mask is optional per your discretion
- Service cancelled if very inclement weather
Event is free and open to the public
See more about area services in Friday’s Review.

by Dan Mundt
“In the first nine rounds of Gifts

of Hope we sold 3,010 cards, bring-
ing the total amount of checks writ-
ten to our local business owners
to $90,300,” said Evan Blakley,
executive director of the Chamber
& Development Council (CDC) of
Crawford County.

Gifts of Hope is a CDC-initiated
program that promotes the pur-
chase of gift cards from local busi-
nesses in need of support during
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

The final round of the program,
for the foreseeable future, takes
place today (Tuesday, May 19).

“We never would have imagined
it would have gotten this far,” Blak-
ley said. “We were excited when we
hit $24,000. We thought that was
fantastic - and the sponsors and
purchasers just kept stepping up
for every round.”

Blakley said generous sponsors
have made the program possible
by adding value to the cards that
are sold.

Individuals may purchase be-
tween one and five gift cards at $20
each.

The sponsors provide a $10
bonus for each gift card.

Gift cards
may be pur-
chased for
any busi-
ness in
C r a w f o r d
County.

B l a k -
ley said he
would like
to push the
total amount
raised to
$100,000 in the final round.

“Round 10 is a nice even num-
ber to end on and $100,000 would
be a nice even number as well,” he
said.

“We need to hit 324 cards to
reach our goal and we are still look-
ing for sponsors.”

As of Monday afternoon, spon-
sors for just 21 more cards were

needed to reach the $100,000 mark.
Blakley said individuals should

consider purchasing cards for the
small, locally-owned business-
es that have suffered during the

C O V I D - 1 9
slowdown.

F u n d s
raised typi-
cally take
less than
a week to
reach busi-
nesses.

With the
e c o n o m y
yet to see
significant

improvement, Blakley asked pur-
chasers not to rush out to redeem
the cards.

“Many businesses are just now
able to open their doors,” he said.
“They have been paying bills de-
spite not being able to make any
other revenue.”
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The final round
Gifts of Hope pushes toward $100,000

Test Iowa site in Denison to remain
open at least through Friday

by Gordon Wolf
The Test Iowa site at Denison Mid-

dle School on North 16th Street will
remain open at least until this Friday,
May 22, according to Pat Garrett,
communications director for Gov.
Kim Reynolds.

The Test Iowa site in Denison had
a soft opening on May 9 and 10 and
then was open all day from May 11-
15.

Garrett said that on Monday 68
samples had been taken. That was
as of his email sent to the Denison
Bulletin at 3:21 p.m.

Garrett said he would check on the
numbers of samples taken on previ-
ous days the site was open.

The Denison site is one of eight

Test Iowa sites currently in operation.
Others are in Des Moines, Waterloo,
Sioux City, Cedar Rapids, Waterloo,
Ottumwa and at Storm Lake High
School.

In order to be tested at a Test Iowa
site, people must go to testiowa.com
and take the assessment to see if
they are eligible to have a test sample
taken.

Crawford County had 389 residents
who have tested positive for COVID-
19 as of Monday.

The county has the 10th highest
number of positive cases in the state.

Crawford County residents who
have recovered from COVID-19 num-
bered 174 as of Monday.

A total of 3,942 Test Iowa assess-

ments had been taken by Crawford
County residents according to Mon-
day’s statistics.

Statewide numbers for Monday
were 104,576 individuals tested (1 in
30 Iowans tested), 89,230 negative
tests, 15,093 positive tests, 7,821 re-
covered and 364 deaths.

In its weekly update posted on Fri-
day, Crawford County Home Health,
Hospice & Public Health reported 332
confirmed positive cases of COVID-
19 (as of 2 p.m. on Friday), with 128
cases fully recovered.

The county public health depart-
ment said two of the cases were hos-
pitalized at that time, and the remain-
der of those currently with positive
cases were recovering at home.


