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Fire destroyed the bus barn/maintenance building at the
Denison Job Corps campus on Friday evening.

A Facebook post by Denison Fire Chief Cory Snowgren
says that fire and emergency medical service departments
from throughout the county were dispatched at about 5:28
p.m.

The initial on-scene report from the Denison Police De-
partment was a fire in the structure with several explosions
and the partial collapse of the roof.

Snowgren’s Facebook post said Job Corps staff reported all
of its personnel accounted for and no contractors in the area.

A number of explosions continued after firefighters ar-
rived on the scene.

Engine companies were assigned to various locations
around the building.

The large water demand required the fire departments to
establish a shuttle to transport water from Denison to the
scene at Job Corps, which is located east of the community
along Highway 30.

No injuries were reported, Snowgren said.
The cause of the fire is being investigated by the State Fire

Marshal’s Office.

Protest against death of George Floyd staged in Denison on Sunday
Demonstrators hold signs toward Highway 30 in Denison on Sunday evening to remember the life of George Floyd and the protest

against his manner of death on May 25 in Minneapolis. See story on Page 2. Photo by Gordon Wolf

Primary election
voting lasts until
9 p.m. today

In-person voting for the primary elec-
tion in Crawford County will last until 9
p.m. today.

Only one polling place is open in the
county – Boulders Conference Center in
Denison.

The auditor’s office at the courthouse
is closed today as staff members are
running the polling location.

Any voter who is physically unable to
enter a polling place has the right to vote
in the voter’s vehicle; individuals wish-
ing to vote from a vehicle should call the
auditor’s office at 712-263-3045 upon
arrival at the polling station; the call will
be routed to the Boulders polling station.

The Denison Bulletin and Review
will post election results on its website
(www.DBRnews.com) and its Facebook
page as soon as they are available.

COVID-19
statistics for
Crawford County
From coronavirus.iowa.gov, as of June 1

Crawford County
528 positive cases (47 positive cases

since May 26)
Cases per 100,000 population: 3,077,

3rd highest in Iowa
Note: Buena Vista County, with 810

positive cases, has a rate of 4,076 cases
per 100,000 population, the highest rate
in Iowa. Louisa County, with 345 posi-
tive cases, has a rate of 3,089 cases per
100,000 population, the second highest
in Iowa

323 recovered individuals
Total deaths: 2
Test Iowa assessments
5,150 in Crawford County
The Test Iowa site at Denison Middle

School will be open through June 3, with
hours from 8 a.m.-6 p.m., according to a
listing on coronavirus.iowa.gov.

Statewide results
159,519 tested (1 in 20)
139,389 negative tests (1 in 23)
19,699 positive (1 in 160)
Total recovered: 11,516
Total deaths: 555 (55 since May 26)
Test Iowa assessments
594,845 statewide

Red, White
& Boom!
planned for
July 3
Event will feature
only fireworks

This year’s Red, White & Boom! cel-
ebration in Denison will be limited to
fireworks-only this year, according to
Crawford County Tourism Coordinator
Shani Bonner.

The afternoon/evening event that
has included games and other activi-
ties in previous years will not take
place.

“We don’t want to worry about hav-
ing too much interaction with every-
one,” Bonner said.

The location for the fireworks dis-
play has not yet been set.

“We are looking for an alternate
location for the fireworks that would
maybe easier to have as a drive-up,”
Bonner said.

“People could hang out in their cars
and watch fireworks without having
to worry about policing social distanc-
ing.”

The goal is to have to fireworks
begin at 10 p.m. on July 3, she said.

“We’re working with the city of Den-
ison to find a location that the city and
everyone can agree with,” Bonner said.

The Denison City Council will have
the final say on approval of the loca-
tion, she said.

The Denison Volunteer Fire Department aerial truck gave firefighters the advantage of height to shower water down on a fire at the
bus barn/maintenance building at the Denison Job Corps campus on Friday evening. For more photos, turn to Page 8. Photo by Dan Mundt

Multiple departments called to fire at
Job Corps bus barn on Friday evening
Shuttle established to transport water to site

by Dan Mundt
“I have never lived in a place before that was the site of a

war,” said Sylvia Bachmann.
“In my neighborhood, the police precinct managed to hold its

fences up and not get breached, but my post office is destroyed.”
On Friday night, her local post office and bank were burned

down and her pharmacy was looted.
Bachmann lives in south Minneapolis, Minnesota, which is

less than two miles from the spot where George Floyd’s death
in police custody on May 25 sparked a week of protests and
violence across the nation.

She is a communications strategist working on COVID-19 is-
sues as an independent contractor with the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health.

Bachmann is a 1986 Denison High School Graduate and ran
Conner’s Corner Bed and Breakfast in Denison from 2003 to
2014 before moving to Minneapolis.

In the immediate aftermath of Floyd’s death, the conversa-
tions were about what his death meant, she said.

“At first there was grief and shock and anger about the inci-

dent and how it occurred and who was to blame,” Bachmann
said.

“We have all been occupied with COVID and social distancing
and how to protect ourselves. When we were made aware of
the incident in which George Floyd was killed, suddenly COVID
almost took a back seat. I still don’t want to contract the virus
but suddenly I felt like larger issues and larger injustices needed
to be addressed.”

She did not take part in any of the protests, but she supports
those who are speaking out on the issues surrounding Floyd’s
death.

Bachmann was surprised when violence erupted.
“I think most people were not thinking it would get as violent

and intense as it did,” she said.
“I was initially not fearful at all because I believe in the right

and power of protest – peaceful protest. I knew I had a lot of
friends who were going out and protesting and I was not at all
concerned.”

BACHMANN, Page 3

The site of a war

Bachmann recounts nights of violence,
days of healing in Minneapolis


