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by Dan Mundt
“It turned out better than we could have

hoped for,” said Evan Blakley, executive
director of the Chamber & Development
Council (CDC) of Crawford County.

In the final round of Gifts of Hope,
which took place on Tuesday, $12,750
was raised for local businesses.

Gifts of Hope is a CDC program that
promotes the purchase of gift cards and
certificates from local businesses that
need help due to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic.

“We had no idea what amount we
would be able to raise for our businesses
because we have never done this before,”
Blakley said.

During the 10 weekly rounds of “Gifts
of Hope,” the program raised a total of
$103,050 for about 130 local businesses.

“I think that’s a statement about the
generosity of our community,” he said.
“For some of the businesses it was the

difference between them closing for good
or being able to make it another week
until they could reopen.”

The funds raised last week should be
disbursed to businesses by today.

Blakley said he would like to remind
card purchasers not go out right away
and use all the cards at once.

“Give the businesses a chance to re-
cuperate,” he said. “You can put the
cards away in a drawer, maybe as a gift
for yourself in the future. Or keep them
around as gifts for birthdays or Christ-
mas. Try to spread them out. Hanging
on to the cards for a while will be better
for the revenue streams of these busi-
nesses.”

Blakley said the Gifts of Hope program
put the CDC in touch with non-member
businesses the organization had not had
much contact with before, which will be
useful for the CDC’s goals in the future.

“We’re hopeful about building more re-

lationships across the county going for-
ward as we look for ways to continue to
assist our businesses,” he said.

The CDC is looking for the next good
idea about how to help businesses that
have suffered
during the re-
cent economic
downturn.

“We’ve al-
ready been
having those
d i s c u s s i o n s
about how to
move from cri-
sis mode, and
how to very
quickly get funds into the hands of our
businesses, to the need to look more at a
long-term recovery mode,” Blakley said.
“These are discussions we’re having
with our team, our board, our colleagues
across the state and with the small busi-

nesses in the community.”
Blakley credited the CDC team with

making Gifts of Hope a success.
He said Rachel Desy, CDC office man-

ager, and Shani Bonner, tourism coor-
dinator, put many
hours into the effort.

“It might look easy
from the purchas-
er’s perspective, but
reaching out to more
than 100 businesses
week after week,
getting the stacks of
checks printed and
signed - and account-
ing for and tracking

all the numbers - took a lot of work be-
hind the scenes,” he said.

“It was definitely worth it. Times like
these are why we exist. We were happy to
do it and we’re happy to look for the next
good idea for the community.”

Market in the
Park to return
June 20 is tentative date

by Dan Mundt
“We’re hoping that we are able to enjoy a summer of

Market in the Park because 98 percent of the feedback
we got from the community and those coming in last
year was extremely positive,” said Grant Fineran.

Following a successful first season of the market,
Fineran started making plans for year two of the event.

He has been the driving force behind Market in the
Park, which first took place in July of last year.

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has thrown all of
his initial plans out the window for year two, but as
the state starts to open up he is now making plans for
the return of the event in a modified form on June 20.

“As of right now, we have to follow the guidelines
that Gov. Kim Reynolds has put out for markets,” Fin-
eran said.
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Gifts of Hope has successful final round
$103,050 total for local businesses

Waves instead of hugs close out school year
With school changing from in-person to voluntary virtual lessons after March 13, it was important for students and

staff to have some closure to the challenging 2019-2020 school year. Denison Elementary and Broadway Elementary
schools accomplished this through a drive-by parade with students waving out the windows of vehicles as parents and
older family members drove past the lineup of staff giving well-wishes for a great summer. Above, staff at Denison
Elementary lines the sidewalk at the school building. A similar lineup of staff was on the other side of the driveway. See
more photos on Page 6. Photo by Gordon Wolf

by Gordon Wolf
For 43 years and eight months, his were the eyes of

the public’s interest, keeping track of the conditions on
the 60-plus miles of streets in Denison.

On Friday, Street Commissioner Dave Nemitz logged
his last hours of work at the Denison Public Works
Department building on 5th Avenue South.

As he stepped out the door of the building at 4 p.m.,
he was surprised by a parade of fire department trucks
and vehicles driven by coworkers, family and friends,
all wishing Nemitz a happy retirement.

Nemitz started with the Denison Public Works De-
partment after working on the line at IBP (later Tyson
Foods) in Denison for three or four years. It was the
idea of running big equipment that helped him decide
to make a switch in jobs and become a public works
employee on September 25, 1976.

NEMITZ, Page 3

Running big equipment lured Nemitz to the Public Works Department; enjoyment
of working with colleagues and for the public kept him there for 44 years

Dave Nemitz waves to well-wishers at the end of his last day of work with Denison Public Works. Photo by Gordon Wolf

COVID-19 statistics
As of May 24, from coronavirus.iowa.gov

Crawford County
Individuals tested: 1,674, 1 in 10 residents tested
Negative tests: 1,187, 1 in 14 of those tested
Positive tests: 477, 1 in 36 of those tested
Percent testing positive: 28.5%
Recovered cases: 261
Deaths: 2
Test Iowa assessments taken: 4,356
477 is the 10th highest number of positive cases among

Iowa counties; Crawford County has the second highest
positive case count per capita.

Statewide statistics
Individual tested: 128,040, 1 in 25 residents tested
Negative tests: 110,504, 1 of 29 Iowans tested negative
Positive tests: 17,252, 1 in 183 Iowans tested positive
Percent of individuals testing positive: 13.5%
Recovered cases: 9,318
Deaths: 454
Test Iowa assessments taken: 490,799
Test Iowa site open in Denison 8 a.m.-6 p.m. through

May 29

Saluting
the fallen

Early rain on Monday
moved out and the skies
cleared in time for Memo-
rial Day services at Oak-
land Cemetery in Denison.
About 40 people attended
Crawford County’s com-
memoration of the military
personnel who have died
while serving in the United
States Armed Forces. The
services were sponsored
by American Legion Post
#8 and Ninus L. Hunt VFW
Post #2504. Photo by Dan
Mundt


