
by Gordon Wolf
The 31st annual Iowa Beef Masters

Open golf tournament at Majestic Hills
Golf Course in Denison on Monday of-
fered a day away from the farm for some
and for others a day away from an agri-
business.

And although not on the farm, cattle
producers weren’t very far away from
the thought of the challenges they face,
but they were also reminded how impor-
tant their jobs are.

“If there is one thing that Iowans can
certainly appreciate now is the important
role that our cattlemen play in feeding
the world, feeding Iowans and feeding
our friends and neighbors,” Iowa Lt.
Gov. Adam Gregg told the Denison Bul-
letin and Review.
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by Dan Mundt
Nobody knows exactly what a mug-

womp looks like, but Suzi Barnes can
tell you that the mysterious creature is
furry and mostly comes out at night.

Her new book, Mugwomp: Mysterious
creature of the Iowa Great Lakes, aims
to bring life to the beast she first heard
about when she was a child.

“In the early 1960s, my parents and I
would spend time at our lake home on
Lake Okoboji,” Barnes said. “Right next
door was a family with four kids about
my age.”

Barnes didn’t have any siblings so her
neighbors became something of an ad-
opted family when she and her family
visited the lake.

“We probably bothered their father
quite a bit,” she said. “He liked to fish
and we were on the dock, so he would
get anxious for us to do something
else.”

He would say, “Why don’t you kids
walk down to Garlock Slough and find
the mugwomp?”

Garlock Slough was about a half-mile
from their houses on the lake.

“We were gullible, so we all marched
down to Garlock Slough and we looked
and we looked,” Barnes said. “All that
we could find was frogs and turtles and
Canadian geese.”

The kids would run back and ask,
“What’s he look like? What’s he look
like?”

Her neighbors’ father would tell them,
“Well, you’ll know it when you see it.”

“That was always a little game; we’d
go down and try to find this mugwomp
thing but we never really found out
what he looked like,” she said. “It was
just kind of a mystery.”

More than 50 years later, Barnes

decided the mugwomp needed to be
brought back to life.

“It was always in the back of my
mind,” she said. “A few years ago I was
walking down to the slough and I real-
ized I’m not getting any younger and
if that mugwomp is ever going to have
a life I should probably do something
about it myself.”
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Bringing the mugwomp to life
Barnes writes book about a mysterious creature

Learning and
teaching leadership
Miller
named SW
VP of the
Iowa FFA

by Dan Mundt
Cory Miller, 2019 Denison High School

(DHS) graduate, was recently named
South West State vice president of the
Iowa FFA.

Miller is one of six FFA vice presidents
in Iowa.

“All six of us are each part of the state
team but also we’re president of our dis-
trict’s officer team,” Miller said.

As a board member of the state FFA,
he is in charge of planning major events
throughout Iowa and is in charge of
CDEs (career development events).

As president of the Southwest Dis-
trict, he is in charge of the 212/360
and Greenhand Fire-Up leadership pro-
grams.

“We build off of our organization and
teach (younger students) the leadership
experience I received throughout high
school,” Miller said.

Dana Weeda, his former ag teacher,
said, “I think the biggest thing is he is
so personable and he talks to everyone.
He was always helping the younger FFA
members if they had questions. He was
truly a people person.”

In her 11 years as an ag teacher at Den-
ison High School, Miller is the first stu-
dent to be elected as a district FFA officer.

Miller grew up outside of Denison and
has family farmed at a different location,
so he has been around cattle and hogs
his whole life. He and his brother showed
pigs at the Crawford County Fair.

Agriculture wasn’t necessarily a good
fit from the start, however.

“I found myself surrounded by cows
and at first I didn’t really like it at all,” he
said. “I remember going out to the farm
and hating getting gates and chores in
general.”

Finding out that cows have four stom-
achs made him interested in the science
behind agriculture, he said.
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Cory Miller, who graduated from Deni-
son High School last year, developed an
interest in the science behind agriculture.
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Man demands cash,
threatens cashier
at Country Store
during robbery

by Gordon Wolf
After robbing the Country Store in

Denison at gunpoint on June 23, Nhial
Kok Biliew is facing three felonies and
one aggravated misdemeanor.

According to the criminal complaint
filed in district court, Biliew arrived
at the Country Store at 1:56 a.m. and
robbed the establishment at gunpoint.

He demanded money from the cash
register and pointed a black handgun at
the clerk, telling the clerk that he would
shoot him if he called the police.

Biliew stole $250 to $300.
After the robbery and investigation, a

warrant was issued and served in Biliew
on June 23.

Biliew is charged with robbery in the
1st degree, a Class B felony; intimida-
tion with a dangerous weapon, a Class C
felony; going armed with intent, a Class
D felony; and tampering with a witness,
an aggravated misdemeanor.

A preliminary hearing was set for July 7.

Cattle producers hit the links in Denison
to celebrate importance of beef industry

Census parade
A parade of cars crisscrossed streets in Denison on Friday evening to remind people to fill out their 2020 Census Forms. The 2020

Census Drive-Thru Parade was organized by the Denison council of the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC). Photo by
Gordon Wolf

Lt. Gov. Adam Gregg speaks to cattle producers and their guests at Majestic Hills Golf
Course in Denison on Monday. Photo by Gordon Wolf

COVID cases at 667 in county, recoveries at 578
by Gordon Wolf

The number of positive COVID-19
cases in Crawford County stood at 667,
according to the state’s website, corona-
virus.iowa.com, as of Monday evening.

The positive number is from 2,839 in-
dividuals tested, or 23.5 percent.

Last week Monday the number of pos-
itive cases was 641 and last Thursday it
was 651.

The number of recovered cases was
578, as of Monday evening. That’s 202
more recovered cases compared to last
week Monday.

The number of positive cases through-
out Iowa rose to 28,819, about 1,700
more cases than were reported on last
week Thursday and about 2,670 more
cases compared to last Monday.
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