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Proposed 2020-
2021 school
calendar mirrors
current year’s

With an August 24 start date, the end of the first
semester on December 23 and the last day of school
on May 26, the calendar proposed for the 2020-2021
school year for Denison Community Schools looks
much the same as this year’s calendar.

A public hearing on the proposed calendar has been
set for 5:30 p.m. at the school board’s next meeting,
which is on Monday, March 23, in the district confer-
ence room at the high school.

August 23 is the state-required official start day for
public schools. That day falls on Sunday this year.

The district has again scheduled days of no school
for teacher inservices on the third Monday of each
month, except in December, February and May.

Total student hours are slightly up, at 1,143 pro-
posed for 2020-2021, compared to the 1,125.5 that
had been scheduled for the current year. The latter
amount will be smaller due to two snow days this year,
but even with the reduction, the number of student
hours are well over the 1,080 hours the state requires.

No changes were proposed for the school day start-
ing and ending times at each of the district’s four
buildings.
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by Gordon Wolf
A visit back to 2007 may final-

ly result in the replacement of the
steps and railings for the water
slide attraction at the Denison
Aquatic Center.

Last week Denison City Manager/
City Engineer Terry Crawford said
that Parks & Rec Director Brian
Kempfert had been doing some
searching and came up with a set
of plans for replacing the steps and
railing that dated back to 2007.

At that time the aquatic center
board had plans and specifications
prepared and took bids. The bids
came in at about $54,000, more
than the aquatic center could afford
in 2007, even though it was prob-
ably a pretty good bid at the time,
Crawford said.

The steps and railings needed
attention, and still do, because of

rusting and corrosion. Crawford
said the conditions of the steps and
railings has gotten worse through
the years.

He contacted the engineering
firm that prepared the specifica-
tions and received a document
for a notice to bidders that can be
updated with new dates and used
again.

Crawford added that the engi-
neering firm will let the city use the
2007 bid and specification docu-
ments again to seek quotes.

Under vertical infrastructure, the
city can take quotes up to a thresh-
old of $139,000, he said.

Crawford told the council mem-
bers to expect quotes anywhere
from the 2007 amount of $54,000
on up to $90,000, because of the
increase in the cost of steel.

The city hopes to get two projects

for the water slide attraction done
before the outdoor pool opens for
the summer. The replacement of
the steps and the railings would
be done first, followed by the re-
finishing of the slides themselves.

Those projects are contingent
upon the quotes received.

City Clerk Lisa Koch said the city
has $69,000 remaining from the
financing for the pool lining project
that was done at the aquatic cen-
ter last year; that money has to be
used for the aquatic center.

Koch added that the city has
some other money in projects that
could be used.

Kempfert said the estimate to
refinish the slides was about
$44,000.

He added that the slides are 30
years old and have never been pro-
fessionally refinished.

FEMA to
help pay for
debris
removal in
Denison

by Gordon Wolf
About 12 locations, all

but one along the rivers in
Denison, will have flood-
related debris removed
this year.

The Federal Emergency
Management Agency has
already provided $29,000
toward the project, which
is estimated to cost
$39,680.

City Manager/City En-
gineer Terry Crawford
told city council members
last week that he plans on
taking quotes at the end
of this month so that they
can consider the prices
at their first meeting in
April.

He explained the esti-
mate is below the thresh-
old required to take com-
petitive bids, a process
which would add cost to
the project. The city will
take competitive quota-
tions as required by its
procurement policy.

Crawford does not
believe that the quotes
would be high enough
to require a competitive
bidding process. Quotes
would have to come in
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Full of cheer
Students in pre-kindergarten, transitional kindergarten and kindergarten show their enthusiasm while performing at

the Monarch Dance Team’s spring show on Saturday night at the Denison High School gym. The theme of the show
was “Let’s Get Ready to Rumble.” More than 150 preschool through eighth grade students performed, in addition to
the dance team. Photo by Rhonda Rauch

Eight COVID-19
cases reported
in Iowa as of
Monday
None in Crawford
County to date

by Gordon Wolf
As of Monday, five more presumptive positive cases

of the 2019 novel coronavirus (COVID-19) were re-
ported in Iowa, bringing the total to eight cases.

The first three cases had been reported as of Sunday.
All eight of the cases are related to travel. Seven of

the individuals live in Johnson County and one lives in
Pottawattamie County.

All eight individuals are recovering at home in isola-
tion, according to the Iowa Department of Public Health
(IDPH).

The three cases reported on Sunday were all in John-
son County. The IDPH said one person was middle
aged (41-60 years old) and two were older adults (61-
80 years old).

Two had underlying health conditions and the other
did not.

All three were part of a cruise in Egypt, the IDPH
said.

Locally, Kim Fineran, public health director of Craw-
ford County Home Health, Hospice & Public Health,
recommended taking the preventative measures that a
person should take for any respiratory virus:

- Frequently wash hands with soap and water
- Cover coughs and sneezes with the elbow, upper

arm or tissue
- Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth
- Stay home when sick
She added that if someone suspects they may have

been exposed to the COVID-19 to call before they go to
the doctor to prevent spreading the virus to the emer-
gency room or waiting areas in the clinic.

Fineran said the Crawford County Healthcare Pre-
paredness Coalition would be meeting today (Tuesday,
March 10) to discuss preparedness activities.

While COVID-19 is capturing most of the headlines,
influenza activity is high in the United States and is ex-
pected to continue for weeks, according to the Centers
for Disease Control. Fineran reminded people that it is
not too late to get the flu vaccine.

About the new cases reported on Monday
The four new cases in Johnson County reported on

Monday are all older adults.
All of them had been on the same cruise in Egypt.
The individual in Pottawattamie County is a middle-

aged adult and had recently traveled to California.
After the new cases were reported on Monday, Gov.

Kim Reynolds signed a Proclamation of Disaster Emer-
gency to authorize state agencies to use resources,
including personnel, equipment and facilities neces-
sary to prevent, contain and mitigate the effects of the
COVID-19 virus.

The proclamation activated the disaster response and
recovery aspects of the Iowa Department of Homeland
Security and Emergency Management’s Iowa Emer-
gency Response Plan.

Read updates about COVID-19 at www.DBRnews.
com and in Friday’s Denison Bulletin.

13-year-old plans may breathe new
life into aquatic center project

Hello, “Shelly”
Brinley Fink, age 5, daughter of Matt and Trisha Fink, of Denison, examines a turtle

at the Denison Elementary School Math & Literacy Night on Thursday. The turtle is from
the Yellow Smoke Park nature center and is actually named Ginger. See more photos on
Page 4. Photo by Todd Danner


