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Bulletin and
Review launches
Local Marketing
Grant program
Grants will range
from $250 -$2,000

As a leading provider of news, in-
formation and advertising in Crawford
County, the Denison Bulletin and Review
is proud to announce today the launch
of its Local Marketing Grant program.

The program offers matching mar-
keting funds to local businesses whose
livelihood has been impacted by the out-
break of the COVID-19 virus.

Since our inception, the Denison Bul-
letin and Review has partnered with
local businesses across our region to
deliver their message to customers in
both times of prosperity and in times of
great challenge.

While the COVID-19 virus has created
change and difficulties for us all, the
ability of our local business community
to market to their customers remains
essential to their, and all of our, sus-
tainability and recovery. Our company’s
greatest assets, by far, are the local
communities we serve, and we’re firmly
committed to supporting them through
this grant program.

This program will be available to local-
ly owned and operated businesses im-
pacted by the COVID-19 virus, and will
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by Gordon Wolf
Two explosions destroyed the Earling

Standard Service station, located on the
south side of Railway Street near down-
town Earling on Monday morning.

A number of nearby buildings along
Main Street had windows broken out by
the explosion.

Two individuals were taken to the hos-
pital for medical care. One was Dan Grote,
a co-owner of the service station. The
other was Don Bruck. Both were taken
by ambulance to Myrtue Medical Center
in Harlan. Grote was released and Bruck
was life flighted to a hospital in Omaha.

Shelby County Sheriff Neil Gross said
Bruck’s condition was listed as stable
and that he should be released within the
next few days.

The first explosion occurred at about
8:25 a.m. and the second one, which pro-
duced a fireball, occurred at about 8:45
a.m., Gross said.

He continued that the state fire mar-
shal’s office is investigating the fire and
no cause had been determined yet.

Kathleen Larson, who lives about a
block west of the Earling Standard Ser-
vice station but on the north side of Rail-
way Street, was near her kitchen sink,
looking out the window, when the first
explosion occurred.

“I thought that it was a bomb,” she
said.

The explosion blew the kitchen cur-
tains off but did not harm the win-
dows.

“I could see things, tile, roofing, junk,
flying high in the air,” she said. “I knew
it was the gas station.”

Larson said she first tried her landline
but it was out so she called 911 on her
cell phone and got the dispatch center for
nearby Harrison County.
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Explosions destroy Earling service station

by Dan Mundt
Crawford County Memorial Hospital

(CCMH) recorded a net loss of $586,783
in March, according to information pre-
sented at the CCMH Board of Trustees
meeting on Monday evening.

The hospital was doing well through
March 15, according to CCMH CFO Ra-
chel Melby’s report.

“After that, we started to see a signif-
icant impact in volumes due to COVID-
19-related restrictions, such as the can-
cellation of all non-emergent surgeries
and the social distancing/self-isolation
requirements put in place,” she wrote.

Overall hospital procedures declined
by 15 percent compared to March 2019.

The biggest declines were in surgery
(-17 percent), emergency room (-20
percent), radiology (-25 percent), labo-
ratory (-17 percent) and specialty clin-
ics (-49 percent).

Expenses were under budget by
$436,000, but revenue was under
budget by $1,691,000, putting the
hospital’s year-to-date net loss at
$1,276,050.

Melby noted that despite the volume
declines, CCMH’s cash balances in-
creased by $823,814 in March.

“This brought year-to-date total cash
balances to $11,322,766 and days’ cash
on hand to 119 days,” she reported.

The cash increase was due to a sub-
stantial reduction in third party ac-
counts receivables, Melby said.

Melby noted that with statistics for
the month of April nearly complete,
CCMH has been operating at about 40
percent of the normal rate.

She said that telehealth services have
been increasing, as have emergency
room and inpatient services.
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A firefighter from Westphalia pick ups up a gas price sign that had been blown across
Railway Street in Earling by an explosion at Earling Standard Service on Monday morning.

Spring cleanup
Brian Kempfert and Brianna Nielsen with Denison Parks & Recreation were among the

city employees and volunteers who cleaned up planters and nodes in uptown Denison
on Monday. Photo by Todd Danner

CCMH finances take a hit
Hospital loses $586,783 in March; cash increases

CCMH reports
additional positive
COVID-19 cases
in county
Total is now 22

by Dan Mundt
Heather Rasmussen, Crawford County

Memorial Hospital (CCMH) executive
director of care integration, announced
at the Monday evening CCMH Board of
Trustees meeting that additional posi-
tive cases of COVID-19 have been de-
tected in Crawford County.

Rasmussen said CCMH has performed
COVID-19 tests on 69 people; 13 of
those were positive, 43 were negative
and results for 13 tests are pending.

The official number for Crawford
County according to the Iowa Depart-
ment of Public Health (IDPH) on Mon-
day was 14 positive cases.

“We’ll have eight additional to that
14,” Rasmussen said.

“There will be a total of 22 when it
gets caught up with the state,” said
CCMH President and CEO Erin Muck.

She said additional testing was taking
place on Monday, as well.

“I would expect those numbers to
climb,” Muck said.

Foster
families
still needed
COVID-19 presents
challenges for LSI

by Dan Mundt
“We still need foster homes. We still

need foster parents,” said Kendal Es-
teves. “COVID does not mean we stop
doing what we do.”

Esteves is in charge of recruitment
and retention of foster and adoptive
families for Lutheran Services in Iowa
(LSI), which manages the foster care
and adoption program in western Iowa
for the Iowa Department of Human Ser-
vices (DHS).

FOSTER FAMILIES NEEDED, Page 3

Tires and broken pieces of the Earling Standard Service building are scattered across Railway Street and the south end of Main Street in Earling after explosions destroyed the
business on Monday morning. Photos by Gordon Wolf


